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Mi nister^iri- wa it i ng 



•- Talks await with prospective parliamentary candidates 





r? I H miss my appointment at the Grosvenor Hotel .. 



Feet first: Mr Prescott mates □ dash towards his vehicle at Victoria 



Running behind: The deputy leader continues his fate show 


Boeing’s Super Jumbo is revealed 


Exclusive 
by Michael Harrison 


In l his the shape uf air travel in 
come - .' A gianl thing wing capable 
of transporting SUM passengers trum 
London lo Los Angeles for three- 
quarters of the eurreni air fare - .’ 

The Americans think it might l»e. 
McDonnell Douglas, the US aircraft 
manufacturer, and the space agency 
Nasa arc about to lest fly an un- 
manned 17 f<Hit nitKlel of the iutur- 
istic jet liner at Slanlnrd University, 
in California. It ilte SJingtKemmcni- 
lu ruled pilot project is mhxyWhI, the 
dc\ elopers plan lo spend SKHlm 
putting two quarter si/e models in 
the air before the endot [099. Nasa 
and the uunpanv have a "handshake 
agreement " to proceed. 

At best the airenift will not be cur- 
rying fare-paving passengers before 
2d It » but aviation expert's believe it 
ci iuld rev < ilulit mise airline ec< morn - 
its. Its blended w ing body ( BWB) de- 
sign uses a third less fuel and is 12 
percent lighter than rival super-jum- 
bo jets being developed by other 
manufacturers; operating costs could 
be cut by up lo a quarter. 

Passengers sit in a double-deck- 
er formal built inside the wing. 
Three engines are mounted above 
the hudy at the luck to cut down on 
drug by sucking air rapidly over the 
wings. A spokesman af the Mc- 
Donnell's Advanced TVansport Air- 
craft Systems Group in Longbeach. 
California, said: "We now have 20 en- 



McDonnell Douglas BWB-1-1 


Lengiti; 49m Height: 12.5m 

Spaa: 88cr. Passengers: 300 

Range: 7.000 nautical miles 


Airbus A3XX-200 



Length: 77.4m Height: 24.3m 

Span: 79m Passengers: 656 

Range: 7,650 nautical miles 

Boeing 
747-600X 



length: 84.5m Height; 21.7m 

Span: 77.7m Passengers: 555 

Range: 7,750 nautical miles 



gineers working on the programme. 
The test flight at Stanford will eval- 
uate the aircraft's low speed flight 
control. The stage we are m r.v at with 
Nasa is deciding whether it is worth 
the expense of investigating the 
technology fun her. We w:ini lo pro- 
ceed with it and when the Nasa ad- 
ministrator Dan Goldin came to see 
it several months ago he became very 
enthusiastic as well.” 


At metres, the BWB is only 
two- thirds the length of the super- 
jumbo A3.XX which is being devel- 
oped by Europe's Airbus Industrie. 
It is a 650-1 JHiU sealer with a range 
of 7.650 miles. But its wing span, at 
8S metres, is the length of an .Amer- 
ican football field. Airbus says the 
A3XX will cost $5>hn Jo develop and 
will be in service by 2w3. provided 
it gets the launch go-ahead It esti- 


RUtfUju^STINA FERRIS j 


mates there is a market for 1.380 such 
aircraft. 

Boeing. Ihe world's biggest jet 
manufacturer, shelved its own plans 
for a super-jumbo, the 747-600X, 
earlier this week, claiming that de- 
mand was UK) small to justify its $7bn 
development costs. 

However. Boeing is in the process 
of taking over McDonnell Douglas 
for S 1 3m. Graham Ennis of Condor 


70.6m Height: 19.4m. 

64.5m Passengers: 400 
7,300 nautical miles 


Aviation, an aerospace design con- 
sultant who has followed the devel- 
opment of the blended wing body, 
believes this could be one reason why 
Boeing shelved its own programme. 

Other observers reckon that the 
cost of developing the radical new 
design - anything up to S20bn - will 
mean it never gets off the drawing 
board. Bui that is what was said 
3D years ago about Concorde. 


Major winks 
at the Tory 
Euro-sceptics 
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Shares soar 

Shares in London gained nearly 
.11 1 bo ‘ yesterday as the pound 
dived on the foreign exchanges as 
speculators off-loaded sterling. 
Report, page 20, Comment page 
21 

Win for Cardiff 

Cardiff has seen off a rival bid hum 
Glasgow loemergeas host ritvfor 
the European heads of govern- 
ment summit presidency in June 
1998. Page 10 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major sent u clear signal to the 
Tory Euro-sceptic rebels lhai it was “very 
unlikely’' Britain would join a European 
single currency in the first wave, even 
though the Cabinet agreed to make no 
change in its policy on Europe before 
the election. 

The face-saving compromise enabled 
the Prime Minister to harden the Gov- 
ernment's Euro -sceptic rhetoric with- 
out risking the resignation uf the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, who in- 
sisted after a Cabinet meeting lasting 
one and a half hours that Britain had 
not ruled out joining the single currency. 

It means the Tories can go into the 
election with the “wait-and-see" poli- 
cy unchanged, but with the clear im- 
pression that they would noLgojoin the 
first wave. The Cabinet was clearly hop- 
ing it was enough to unite the party for 
the election campaign, but it appeared 
to have failed in that objective. 

The Prime Minister and the Chan- 
cellor spent the day underlining the mes- 
sage that Britain was unlikely to join a 
single currency by the start date of 1 Jan- 
uary 1999 in an effort to persuade Tory 
Euro-sceptic candidates lo abandon 
their threat to issue their own election 
addresses ruling out their support for 
a single currency. 

“If you're standing as a Conservative 
candidate you're standing in support of 
this policy and I very much hope that 
people not stand forelection qualifying 
the policies of the party whose nomi- 


nation they've sought.” Mr Clarke said 
on BBC radio. 

Michael Howard, the Home Secre- 
tary. and leading Euro-sceptics in the 
Cabinet were outflanked by Mr Clarke 
with the backing of Mr Major, Malcolm 
Rifkind. the Foreign Secretary, and 
Michael Hcscllinc. the Deputy Prime 
Minister. They accepted defeat after the 
Chancellor presented a paper saving 
Britain could not judge whether the 
terms for entry were being fudged by oth- 
er commies until well after the election. 

Announcing the policy in the Com- 
mons, Mr Major said: “On the hasis of 


6 It is not a policy 
change. It won’t do. 
It won’t wash with 
the public 3 


information currently available, it is very 
unlikely but not impossible that the sin- 
gle currency can proceed safely on 1 Jan- 
uary 1999. but if it did proceed with 
unreliable convergence we would not of 
course be part of it." 

Mr Major studiously avoided using 
Mr Garke’s words, that entry was not 
being ruled out, to imply that Britain 
could enter. 

Other senior ministers when pressed 
to say it was not ruled out. repealed the 
Prime Ministers formula Thai could 


prove difficult to sustain in the cam- 
paign. 

Mr Hcscllinc warned Euro-sceptics 
earlier this week that he and Mr Ma- 
jor would be "hounded'' during the elec- 
tion if they fought on different policies. 
But the message failed to persuade them 
to back down. "It is not a policy change. 
It is the same as before," said Iain Dun- 
can-Smith. a leading Euro-sceptic. “It 
won’t do. It just won't wash with the pub- 
lic." said a former minister. 

Norman Lamont, the loimer Chan- 
cellor said: “I welcome anything that 
makes it less likely that we shall join the 
single currency. A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.” 

The former leadership challenger. 
John Redwood said the policy of “wait 
and see” had heen reaffirmed by the 
Cabinet but he welcomed the signal that 
it was unlikely to see Britain entering 
the single currency by the start date in 
1999. “I trust this means Britain will use 
its voice and vote to ensure that there 
is not a fudged currency For anybody.” 

A former minister said there was now 
“sullen acceptance" by the Euro-sccp- 
tics that they would light on different 
agendas at the election, increasing the 
impression that some have their sights 
set on the leadership election, which 
would follow a Tory defeat. 

Sources close to Mr Clarke said: “We 
have had a deepening rather than a 
change of policy. We have not ruled out 
our entry hut we have said it is very un- 
likely we will he in ihe first wave. It is 
a compromise everyone can live with.” 

Donald MacIntyre, page IS 
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Paris sickens of legionnaires 


And a beer to £o 
with it. 


Br 


an riajT's 
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car-diGates. DcgG 8 


John Lichfield 

Paris 

Scene, Dcnfert-Rochereau metro sta- 
tion in Paris. A bunch of unsuspecting 
tourists goes up to a group of soldiers 
on anti-terrorist duty and asks for in- 
formation. One soldier yells back at the 
tourists in what a senior police officer 
describes as a strong Hungarian accent; 
“We are not here to give directions. We 
are here to kill people.” 

It always seemed like a risky idea. The 
French Foreign Legion, veterans of 
every colonial and post-colonial punch- 
up for 1 60 years, two-thirds of them for- 
eigners of uncertain background, are 
patrolling the Parisian Metro as part of 
the government's anti-terror campaign. 
After two weeks, ihe Parisian police, 
with whom the legionnaires are sup- 


posed to be co-operating, have had 
enough. 

A delegation from the police unions 
went to the Prime Ministers office this 
week and. in effect, begged for the most 
elite, feared and unusual unit in the 
French army to be kept away from the 
capital. The final straw seems to have 
been the sight of a legionnaire, once again 
at Denfert-Rochereau, patrolling the cor- 
ridors of the metro with an anti-tank 
rocket launcher strapped to his back. 

This incident, also witnessed by a se- 
nior police officer, received a deadpan 
denial yesterday from the military com- 
mand None of the 320 legionnaires tak- 
ing part in the "Vigipirate" anti-terrorist 
campaign, it said, was equipped with a 
anti-tank rocket launcher. 

The Vigipirate campaign was intro- 
duced in September 1995 in response 


to a wave of murderous attacks on un- 
derground trains, using home-made 
bombs fashioned from gas canisters and 
nails. The attacks ore believed lo be part 
of a campaign by French-based sym- 
pathisers with the anti-government cam- 
paign waged by fundamentalist Islamist 
groups in Algeria. Paris is on special alert 
at present following lips lo the French 
intelligence services that further attacks 
are planned during the celebration of 
Ramadan, which began two weeks ago. 

The Prime Minister's office told the 
police unions that the legionnaires 
would be reminded of the limits under 
which they were supposed to operate.. 
The legionnaires were due to be relieved 
by other military units this week in any 
case. No commitment was given to keep 
them out of the capital in future. 

Leading article, page 17 
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Woman wins record 
damages in RSI claim 

A woman yesterday received a record £186,000 damages for 
Repetitive Strain Injury (RSI) - an affliction which was denounced 
three years ago by a High court judge as “meaningless" and having 
no place in the medical test books. 

Muriel Simpson, a 42-year-old former machine operator, retired 
through BJ-health after contracting the condition at Bowater Scott in 
Barrow-in-Furness. She will never be able to do manual work again. 

The company denied negligence under health and safety 
legislation, but a high court hearing in Newcastle found it liable. 
Mrs Simpson suffered severe pains in the arm between 1987 and 
1990 when she worked on a machine making toilet paper. 

Tom Jones of Thompson solicitors, which acted for Mrs 
Simpson, described the judgment as a “body blow" for employers 
who claimed that RSI was all in the mind. 

Tony Dubbins, general secretary of the GPMU print and paper- 
making union, which backed the case, said the company should have 
carried out a proper assessment of the machine she was operating. 
“Instead they did nothing, making her condition worse," he said. A 
TUC poll has found that RSI affects up to 200,000 workers a year, 
many of whom work on keyboards. Barrie Clement 

Think-tank may face charity inquiry 

The Institute of Public Policy Research - the left-leaning 
think-tank which commissioned this week's controversial business 
leaders report - may be referred to the Charities Commission for 
abusing its tax-exempt status. 

Tessa Keswick, director of the Centre for Policy Studies, the Tory 
equivalent, which is not a charily, is understood to have sent a 
memorandum about the JPPR to the Charities Commission, alleging 
it is politically biased. And, in a letter in yesterday’s Financial Tones 
she accused the IPPR of being a tool of the Labour Party, and listed 
several Labour worthies among its trustees, including Baroness 
Blacteione. Mrs Keswick’s attack parallels that of the Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Heseltine who earlier this week pilloried the IPPR 
business report for alleged Labour bias. David Walker 

Girts add spice to Billboard charts 

The Spice Girls, new 
shooting stars of the pop 
world, have supplanted the 
Beatles in American pop 
histoiy. 

Thirty-two years ago 
l W ant To Hold Your Hand 
entered the US Billboard 
chan at No 12, the highest 
new entry for a UK act. It 
took the Fab Four another 
two weeks to entef the Top 
10, at No 7. Last week the 
Spice Girls entered the US 
Billboard Hot 10Q Chart at 
No 1 1, tying with Alanis 
Morissette for the highest 
new entry by a debut act This week the Spice Girls’ Wannabe shot to 
No 6. the fastest one-week rise ever for a new act. Daniel Jeffreys 

Hay-fever drug banned in the US 

A hay-fever drug which is widely used in Britain is to be banned in 
the United States after 17 deaths and 40 cases of serious heart 
problems associated with it. 

The drug lerfenadine is sold under the names Triludatv and 
Seldane. and is popular because it is non-sedative, unlike other hay 
fever remedies with anti-histamine action. 

It has been available since the mid-1980s in the US and in the 
UK but in 1992 the drug authorities become aware of potentially 
fatal effects on heart rhythm when the dnig was taken at the same 
time as certain antibiotics. People with liver disease are also 
vulnerable. The UK Committee on Safety of Medicines says it is 
aware of the FDA's action but has no plans to follow suit. The 
drug's manufacturer in the US, Hoechst Marion Roussel says it 
will challenge the decision, and that teifenadine is safe when 
prescribed properly in appropriate patieats. la Hunt 

Trade union returns to GCHQ 

Engineers involved in maintaining sensitive intelligence equipment 
at the top-secret Government Communications Headquarters 
(GCHQ) have been allowed to Join a trade union despite an 
historic ban decreed 13 years ago by Margaret Thatcher when she 
was prime minister. The GMB general union said that 182 out of 
the 192 engineers and technicians at the complex had joined the 
union since their department was privatised and taken over by 
Vesper Man tech. Barrie Clement 

Scotland Yard flies to Nigeria 

Four Scotland Yard officers are about to fly to Nigeria to 
investigate allegations of corruption in the visa section of the 
British High Commission in Lagos. 

Several Foreign Office officials have already been recalled to 
London after the inquiry was set up in December. 

The allegations are understood to involve the illegal sale of 
documents as pan of Nigeria's thriving market in bogus 
identification papers. Jason Bennetto 
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Martin Clark; ‘We’ll be asking some harder questions’ Photograph; Daily Mail 

The Scotsmen await 
their Sassenach king 


A young Englishman is being parachuted into one 
of the most sensitive posts in Scottish journal- 
ism. Martin Clark, 32, was yesterday appoint- 
ed editor of The Scotsman, whose oak- pane! led 
corridors have been filled with apprehension since ihe 
New Year return of the ex-Sunday Times editor An- 
drew Neil to his native land. 

Nell, now editor-in-chief of the Edinburgh broad- 
sheet and its sister titles, Scotland on Sunday and the 
European, passed over several m-house applicants, 
including deputy editor Alan Taylor, in favour of dark, 
a stem young southerner who was despatched north 
of the Border by the Daily Mail less than two years 
ago to edit its fledgling Scottish edition. 

Staff on The Scotsman are anxious not only that 
they might be served their P45s in a brutal shake-up, 
but also that the paper wilt start to shed some of Its 
passion for a Scottish Parliament in the run-up to the 
genera! election and in any subsequent devolution 
referendum. 

Although it has played down some of its parent pa- 
per’s Middle England prejudices, the Scottish Daily 
Mail has railed against a Scottish Parliament Neil has 


Hindley to reject 
EU appeal on 
freedom ruling 

White the moors murderer Myra 
Hindley waited to learn her fate 
yesterday, her lawyers denied they 
would turn to the European Court 
of Human Bights if, as expected, 
Michael Howard decides that she 
will never be freed. 

The lawyers were responding to 
reports that the Home Secretary 
will announce her fate next week, 
even though Hindley's legal team 
had been assured that no decision 
had yet been taken by Mr Howard 
and that the relevant papers were 
still with Ann Widdecombe, the 
prisons minister. 

The Independent reported in De- 
cember 1994 that a decision had 
been taken never to release Hind- 
ley. The result of her appeal to the 
Home Secretary against that deci- 
sion is widely expected within 
days. 

Yesterday, the Daily Mail report- 
ed that the decision had already 
been made and would precipitate 
a rush to the European courts. But 
Hindley’s solicitors. London-based 
Taylor Nichol, said; “The represen- 
tations against the whole flife] tariff 



Hindley; May never be released 


submitted to Michael Howard were 
based entirely on the principles of 
English law. Any challenge to his 
decision will also be based on 
principles of English law. 

There was a feeling among 
those who campaign for Hindley's 
freedom that the leak was political- 
ly motivated, to make Mr Howard 
appear tough on crime and on 
Europe. 

Steve Boggan 


done the same throughout his journalistic career. He 
even established a separate Scottish section during 
his editorship of the Sunday Times to challenge the 
pro-Home Rule consensus in his native land. 

Clark denied last night that The Scotsman would 
lurch to the right under his editorship. There will be 
no change in our fine on devolution. The paper has 
been supportive of devolution and will remain sup- 
portive," he said. 

The only caveat I would add is that we’ll be ask- 
ing some harder questions about the proposals than 
have been asked in the past" 
in crude circulation terms that venture can point 
to some success. Magnus Linklater, editor from 1988 
to 1994, described Clark as “an interesting and un- 
expected choice" tor the editorship. 

He added; "The Scotsman’s rote (n the run-up to 
the election will be crucial not only tor its readership 
but for Scottish poRtics. Any editor needs to be aware 
of the paper’s strong radical traditions and treat them 
with care. Otherwise he might risk alienating a loyal 
but vociferous readership." 

Rob Brown 


Publishers riven 
by family feud 

A bitter father-and-son power 
struggle is being fought behind the 
portals of one of ihe last great in- 
dependent family publishing firms, 
it emerged yesterday. 

David Whitaker, 65, chairman of 
J Whitaker & Sons, which has pub- 
lished the quintessentially British 
reference book, Whitaker’s Al- 
manack . since 1868. claims his 
son, Martin, is trying to oust him 
from the company which has been 
in the family for six generations, in 
order to sell it 

Asked why his son would want 
to remove him, Mr Whitaker ex- 
plained; "The company has lost its 
innovative edge, is behind with its 
development, is failing to contain 
its overheads, has lost its position 
in the trade and failed to fight off 
its competition." 

Martin Whitaker, a board direc- 
tor, declined to comment. 

Their power struggle is a 
poignant sign of the difficulties of 
running a publishing firm in today's 
climate, not helped because of the 
collapse of the Net Book Agree- 
ment, which the Whitaker family 
was instrumental in setting up. 

Marianne Macdonald 
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CRIME 

Women behaving 
increasingly 

Women criminals are be ? x)m ^.Ljj fl g to eew research. Everts 
more like aggressive violence and childhood - 

believe the damaging effects oi 

abuse could be partly to blame. Dr Ph Ii Huckle of the ; _ 

A oonsultantforensic south Wales^stodied 

Caswell dime at Bridgend, M*®"* the past seven yeas, 
the case histories of nearly 300 remained relatively 

-SSK'SSW’SsSwS SS5SS. 

prepared to cany out acts of vole**- ^ ^^atnc Abes 
behaviour and offending • ^ 0 j en ce with the family of 

and previous experienefi P^^reJationships.’’ 
origin, which is ofte n repeated in ... — - 
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Heartache proves a gerbil is for life 

symptoms as depressed the rodents could provide 

bl nf^un Stt<£iK>eir 

sleeping and slept when 
the others were active. 

Gerbils were “remarkably 
similar” to humans in 
that they formed lifelong 
partnerships, the lead 
researcher, Nkola 
Starkey, told New Scientist 
magazine. 

By observing the 
chemical changes 
accompanying symptoms 
in separated gerbils it 
might be possible to 
identity new targets for 
human drugs. _ 

MUSEUMS 

Not learning lessons from the past 

Two- thirds of all museums in Britain make little or no special 
provision for education and fewer than a quarter employ an 
education specialist, according to a government-commissioned 
report published yesterday. 

The study reveals that Ihe UK’s 1,700 registered museums could 
do much more to develop their educational work, despite the 
efforts of many to enhance their provision over the last decade. 

David Anderson, author of the report and head of education at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, proposes that 
National Lottery money should be used to fund the development 
of museum education. 

A Common Wealth, available free from the Department of National 
Heritage Public Inquiry Point, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London, SWJY 

5DH Lucy Ward 

POLICING 

Burglars profit from muddle 

Police efforts to catch burglars are often ineffectual and muddled, . 
with fewer than six: per cent of offenders convicted for their crimes, 
according to the Home Office. A study of practices in the West 
Midlands suggests the success rate could be dramatically 
improved if officers responded more quickly to 999 calls. 
Researchers examined a sample of 704 burglaries in 1994. 

Only one In 10 burglars reported to the police while breaking 
into a boose were caught Stolen property was only recovered in 
seven per cent or cases. 

Of the six per cent caught and convicted, more than 40 per cent 

were arrested at the scene of the crime and a third from 
questioning witnesses. A further quarter of the total was expected 
to be "cleared up” via confessions from convicted criminals. 

Solving Residential Burglary . Home Office Police Research Group, 

50 Queen Anne's Gate , London SW1H 9 AT. Jason Bennetto 

HEALTH 

Childhood vaccination hits record 

Childhood immunisation reached record levels in England last 
year, with more children under two being vaccinated than ever 
before, the Government announced yesterday. 

Uptake of diphtheria, tetanus and'polio vaccine was 96 per cent, 
while 94 per cent of children were immunised against whooping 
cough and flu, and 92 per cent against measles, mumps and rubella. 

Tnc Chief Medical Officer. Sir Kenneth Caiman, said; “We have 
reduced the incidence of childhood diseases to their lowest ever 
levels." In 1 995 there were fewer than 60 cases of measles 
confirmed, out of about 7,800 notifications of suspected cases. 

' mmun,sat, on began in 196S, notifications averaged about 
400.000 a year. 

Department of Health 1996 Immunisation Against Infectious 
Disease, £6.95 from HMSO. 

NEWSPAPERS 

( Ml SUPPORT RECYCLING 

m Mjgt* m Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
^ ^ material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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New model army in the Major mould 


Plan to extend 
school cadet 
corps pilloried 
as Tories’ 
latest election 
gimmick 

lames Cusick 


Like Oliver Cromwell before 
him, John Major is planning a 
new model army - by putting 
more of Britain's pupils on pa- 
rade. Mr Major's scheme for a 
modern cadet corp, which could 
find its way into the Conserva- 
tive’s election manifesto, was 
yesterday praised, but mote of- 
ten pilloried as the latest “po- 
etical gimmick” to instil “Queen 
and country 7 ’ discipline into 
Britain's wayward youth. 

Under the plan floated by the 
Sea^taty of State for Defence. 
Michael Portillo, the current 
130,000 cadet force, which op- 
erates out of only 45 state 
schools, would be expanded to 
give every school pupil over 13 
the opportunity to join the ranks. 

In Une with Mr Major’s class- 

less sotietv, the popular image of 
the cadets as a coterie of public- 
school patriots would change, as 
Mr Portillo said yesterday, to 
mean ‘’excellent opportunities for 
all young people ...to play a mar- 
vellous role on our society. They 
help young people towards the 
good values of life, towards self- 
esteem, self-discipline, team 
work and respect for others.” 

Such a notion was immedi- 
ately attacked by Peter Miller, 
president of the Secondary 
Heads Association. “They are 
probably making an equation 
between military discipline and 
the difficulties teachers have 
with some children these days. 
But it doesn't work like that” 

During his days at Harrow 
County Boys School, Mr Portillo 
chose not to play at the “mar- 
vellous role”, opting instead 
for the Scouts. And John Ma- 
jor, at Rutlish Grammar in 
' south-west London, was a crick- 
et-playing pacifist who avoided 
the Combined Cadet Force. 
Tony Biair at Fettes College in 
Edinburgh was drafted into the 
cadets, but sought an hon- 
ourable discharge as soon as he 
could to begin community work: 

But yesterday at Rutlish, now 
a comprehensive, no one in the 
CCF was complaining about 
their most illustrious old boy’s 



Choice of uniform: A boy salutes fellow Rutlish pupils in south-west London, while members of the school’s Combined Cadet Force consult by their hut Phonograph: Peter Macdiarmnj 


plans. Michael O'Neil], 15, has 
been in the school's CCF for two 
years and is considering joining 
the Royal Air Force as an en- 
gineer. “I like it. I've made 
good friends and its hard work,” 
he said. 

Every Wednesday and for 
weekend and summer camps. 
Michael dons the blue dress and 
beret of the CCF. The cadets 
have their own hut; they drill; 
they leam about military tech- 
nology; and they have access to 
a wide range of sports and out- 
door activities. Michael partic- 
ularly likes the military 
discipline. “You have to polish 
your boots, make sure your 
uniform is neat and pressed. 
Keep your hair short,” he said, 
adding: “Its important to me.” 

A quiet, well-mannered 
schoolboy, he is also a good ri- 
fle shot. He sees no problem in 
having access to rifles. “We’re 


trained, trained to respect them. 
So there are no problems.” 

But Jill Marshall-Andrews of 
the Gun Control Network said 
the Government now appeared 
to be encouraging the next gen- 
eration to embrace guns “and to 
get some pleasure from them”. 

Christopher Lawrence. 17. 
now in his fifth year of the CCF 
at Rutlish, and a former 
sergeant, said few joined just to 
get access to guns. Technology 
teacher John Humphries, a for- 
mer commander of the school’s 
CCF said: “I’d rather have a 
child trained to use a weapon 
than not But Fd rather not have 
any weapons at all.” 

He said that the cadets' open 
day usually swelled the ranks, 
but once boys learned the re- 
alities of the corp, the drop-out 
rate was high. Of Rutlish’s 940 
boys, only 60 are in the CCF. 

Headteacher Tony Mooney 


said: “If the MoD pul money 
into schools, I would seriously 
say to other schools, look at it 
for what it offers.” That cost of 
expanding the CCF to all 
schools. Labour Party analysts 
say, would be up to £l-5bn. 

However, as the uniformed 
cadets marched through the 
Rutlish playground yesterday, 
most boys seemed unimpressed 
by expansion plans. Gins Pear- 
son, 13, said the CCF was “not 
for him”. Was he a conscientious 
objector? Did he have strong 
moral grounds? Was he a paci- 
fist? “No, the CCF k on Wednes- 
day nights. And I do something 
else on Wednesday nights. And 
the boots, I mean you can't play 
football in those boots.” 

His friend Patrick Thorb urn, 
also 13, added “I object too.” 
Why? “Eh, I can't quite 're- 
member. Just put it’s nor quite 
me.". 


A force for good born out of the threat from invasion 


Cadet forces began to form part of foe national service In 
the 1880s when the British were under danger of invasion 
from Napoleon 111. When the threat disappeared the unite 
continued as they supposedly kept boys out of trouble and 
off the streets, writes David Garffnkel. 

Under the 1908 Haldane scheme, public schools and 
universities were asked to contribute to the OTC, Officers' 
Training Corps, with foe aim of having a trained reserve of 
officers. After the First World War a reduction of grants and 
recognition saw numbers dwindle to around 1 ,300, and 
only the devotion of a few individuals kept the force alive. 

During foe Second World War the OTC was abandoned 
and in 1948 replaced by foe Combined Cadet Force and 
University Training Corp. The CCF IrirtiaHy consisted of 
54,000 members across ail foe forces. 

The modem force aims to provide youngsters aged 
between 14 and 18 with the qualities of leadership, 
endurance and a sense of public service, it attempts to in- 
stall a sense of maturity - rather than military training. 

Today foe CCF operates in 198 private schools and 
45 state schools. There are 39,735 participants with 
instructors who are generally teachers. .. 



French patient is first to be 
infected with Aids by doctor 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


A woman in France became 
infected with the Aids virus 
after being operated on by a sur- 
geon in what is believed to be 
the fust documented case of 
doctor to patient transmission. 

The woman, one of 3,000 op- 
erated on by 'the surgeon who 
did not know for 10 years that 
he was HTV positive, is only the 
second case worldwide in which 
a healthcare worker is thought 
to have transmitted HIV to a 
paticnL A dentist in Florida was 
blamed for infecting five of his 
patients during the late 1980s. 

In France, where the details 
of the case have just emerged, 
it has prompted an overhaul of 
procedures in the health service 
following what are known as 
“professional accidents”. 

The surgeon. Dr Patrick Co- 
hen, had operated on the 


woman twice between 1992 and 
1993. During the second, 
lengthy and difficult operation, 
be had pierced his gloves and 
injured his hands. His blood is 
thought to have contaminated 
the patient through her open 
wounds. 

Dr Cohen, an orthopaedic 
and trauma specialist, believes 
he became infected with HTV 
in 1983 after operating on a 
woman who had received sev- 
eral blood transfusions. He was 
unaware of his MV status un- 
til his health failed and he was 
diagnosed with Aids in 1993. 

In 1995 he wrote to the 
French ministry of health ask- 
ing that his former patients, 
about 3,000 people, be traced 
and offered HIV antibody tests. 
A total of 96S patients who were 
contacted agreed to have the 
tests and one was found to be 
HIV-positive. 

According to a report in 


tomorrow’ s issue of the British 
Medical Journal , the woman 
was known to have received a 
blood transfusion at the time 
of her operations from two 
donors, both of whom had test- 
ed, and continue to test, HIV- 
negative. 

Professor Luc Montaigner. 
the man who first identified 
HIV in 1984, was asked to 
analyse HIV taken from the 
woman and from Dr Cohen. He 
concluded that the two viruses 
were very similar and that H a 
great probability existed that 
HIV transmission occurred be- 
tween two patients". 

Professor Montaigner de- 
scribed the incident as excep- 
tional, pointing out that Dr 
Cohen's blood would have been 
highly infectious, as he had ac- 
quired the virus nine or 10 
years previously, had never re- 
ceived treatment and was pro- 
gressing towards full-blown 


Aids at the time of the opera- 
tion, when transmission oc- 
curred. He recommended that 
healthcare staff be encouraged 
to report professional acci- 
dents; that surgeons should be 
tested following any injury 
which could result in the trans- 
mission of HIV, and that HTV- 
positive staff surgeons should 
not perform invasive or complex 
procedures on their patients. 
An American study of 22,000 


staff did not find a single case 
of transmission of the virus. 

A number of doubts have 
lingered about the the case of 
the Florida dentist, David Acer, 
and how transmission to five of 
his patients actually occurred in 
that case. 

There are a number of cas- 
es in which staff have been in- 
fected by HIV-positive patients 
through needlestick injuries or 
other routes of exposure. 


Sega fires missile at competitor 
as video games war hots up 


Clare Garner 


ray from the small screens 
lere children are slugg in g it 
t with Super Mario to beat 
;ir best friend's record, a 
ghtier. mega-bucks battle is 
mg fought out. 

In a bid to stay in the game, 
: computer games giant Sega 
nounccd yesterday that it is 
buv Japan's largest toymak- 
Bandai Co. for $1.09hn 
J53m). 

The acquisition of Banuai s 
ble of characters, which in- 
ides the Power Ranger line, 
likely to boost Sera s stand- 
• in the increasingly corn pet- 
re - and lucrative - world 
Ico games market. The new 
mpanv, Sega Bandai. will be 
rued in October. At twice the 
e of Nintendo, it will be 
tong Japan’s biggest 
ter tainm ent companies. 

Sega has been lagging behind 
main rivals, Nintendo and 
nv, for some time. Nintendo 
lied ahead on the technolo- 
front with its 64-bit player 


. k 



which is able to play more re- 
alistic and faster games. The 
player, which has grabbed 60 
per cent of the American mar- 
ket. will be released in Britain 
on 1 March. 

At present, Sony’s PlaySta- 
tion is leading the field in 
Britain. Christmas was domi- 
nated by the 32-bit CD-Rom 
player, with its PlayStation 
games Fifa 9? for football fans 
and Die Hard, based on the 
Bruce Willis films. 

Eleven million PlayStations 
have been snapped up in just 


two years, and recent defections 
by game makers from Ninten- 
do and Sega to Sony are likely 
to mean a barrage of new games 
to keep the Playstation selling. 

In contrast, Sega has sold a 
mere seven million of its 32-bil 
Saturn machines since releasing 
them more than two years ago. 
Last month the company low- 
ered its profit forecast for the 
year to March after its US af- 
filiate wrote off $6lm (£37m) of 
outdated 16-bit machines which 
never sold. 

In addition to capitalising 


on its newly-acquired toy char- 
acters, which also include Ul- 
traman and Dragon ball, Sega’s 
comeback will be helped by 
Bandai 's video game designers. 
Furthermore. Bandai has a joint 
venture with America's Matte! 
Inc, which manufactures and 
markets Barbie dolls and 
Disney characters. 

Both Bandai and Sega have 
been developing products for 
the Internet, which could help 
them gain ground on Sony and 
Nintendo if the worldwide com- 
puter network becomes the fo- 
cus of the game industry. 

Analysts have mixed opinions 
about Sega’s latest move. 
“ Bandai 's got well-known char- 
acters and know-how in mar- 
keting them,” said Akira 
Namekawa. an analyst at Ya- 
maiebi Securities. “Sega has 
hardware and software tech- 
nology." The ages of the com- 
panies’ audiences are a good 
match too. he added. Bandai is 
popular among children and 
Sega well-known by teenagers 
and young adults. 




Look here. 

The Membership Rewards Programme does more- 
a lot more- giving you access to a world of 
experiences, whether you're interested in air travel 
or not. Once you're enrolled, we can provide you 
with cinema tickets or a trip to a Sea Life Centre; 
entry to Disneyland Paris or a stay at a Hong Kong 
hotel. With a more diverse range of rewards. 
Membership Rewards proves that finally, the sky 
is no longer the limit. 
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Police role 
in Clwyd 
abuse case 
defended 


Roger Dobson 


Lawyers for the North Wales 
police force yesterday strong- 
ly denied that there was any 
cover-up in the investigations 
into allegations of 3buse at 
children’s homes in the region. 

The police acted throughout 
with integrity, dedication and 
skill, Andrew Mora a, QC. 
counsel for North Wiles Police, 
told the Waterhouse Tribunal 
which is investigating the alle- 
gations of physical and sexual 
abuse against hundreds of 
children. 

And it was, Mr Moran said, 
through the efforts of the po- 
lice and the courage of the vic- 
tims that abuse on such a 
frightening scale was revealed. 

“We will demonstrate that 
North Wiles Police acted effi- 
ciently, with integrity and ro- 
bustly in the pursuit of truth. 
One of the objectives of the 
North Wiles Police at this tri- 
bunal is to show that fanciful, 
untruthful and unsupported 
allegations reflecting upon the 
integrity of the North Wiles Po- 
lice are publicly shown to be just 
that,” he said in his opening 
speech to the tribunal, which is 
being chaired by Sir Ronald 
Waterhouse. 

Mr Moran also rejected al- 
legations of Freemason links 
within the police, and pro- 
duced a (1st of serving and for- 
mer chief constables, deputy 
chief constables, and assistant 
chief Constables, who were 
not Freemasons. “Where then 
is the Mason link?'’ he asked. 

On the third day of the tri- 
bunal bearings, which are ex- 
pected to last a year and cost 
up to £10m, Mr Moran said the 
tribunal was the first time that 
North Wales Police could pre- 
sent its case and show that it 
had behaved with integrity and 
professionalism. 

He said: “This is the first op- 
portunity for the force to 


demonstrate, free from the 
constraints that would nor- 
mally prevent a full exposition 
of the facts, that it responded 
appropriately to allegations of 
abuse of children in care. 

“Those constraints have ef- 
fectively compelled the force to 
sit bade until now, biting its cor- 
porate tongue, but happily no 
longer is that the case.” 

He continued: “North Wiles 
Police is a body of individual of- 
ficers, decent men and women, 
married and single, with or 
without families and children of 
their own. who would be, and 
have been, deeply upset at the 
suggestion that they would not 
pursue with the utmost vigour 
tbose who could do what was 
done in these cases to vulner- 
able children, if they had been 
given arty indication of what was 
going on.” 

He added that North Wales 
Police would fully cooperate in 
the work of the tribunal 

“We wflj seek to demon- 
strate that from (he almost im- 
penetrable darkness of as base 
a human activity as the abuse 
of children, there was revealed 
by the courage of victims and 
tne efforts of North Wales Po- 
lice, abuse of children in the 
care of the local authority, 
emotional, physical and 
sexual, on a frightening scale.” 

On Bryn Estyn, the now 
closed home in Wrexham 
where there have been 138 
complaints of abuse, he said 
there had been a powerful cul- 
ture of concealment among 
the staff working there. 

“We have extracted from 
police statements instances of 
concealment or inaction so nu- 
merous they are tabulated over 
many pages. 

“This culture of conceal- 
ment was aided by certain 
members of staff who saw no 
evil, heard no evil and certain- 
ly spoke of no evil to the po- 
lice,” he said. 




Spring of discontent: A worker from the Halewood plant outside the meeting between Ford and the unions yesterday Photograph. Andrew Buurman 

Labour faces pre-election Ford strike 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The Labour Party was faced 
with the prospect of a high pro- 
file pre-election strike by 30,000 
Fora workers after the compa- 
ny yesterday refosed to drop . 
plans to axe 1300 jobs at 
Halewood, Merseyside 
Last-ditch attempts will be 
made by union leaders over the 
□ext seven days Lo persuade the 
company to produce the re- 
placement for the present Es- 
cort at the Merseyside planL 


Privately, however, workers’ 
representatives did not expect 
Ford to change its mind and 
union officials predict a strike 
ballot will go ahead, with the re- 
sult in about six weeks' time. 

Given the statutory seven 
clays' notice for industrial action 
ana the legal stipulation that the 
first strike must be within a 
month of the ballot result, stop- 
pages could be staged uncom- 
fortably near the general 
election for Labour. 

At a meeting in west London 
yesterday union leaders failed 


to persuade management to 
change its mind, but Jack Nass- 
er the company’s vice president, 
is expected to meet employees' 
representatives during the next 
week. 

Tony Woodley, chief union 
negotiator, accused Ford of 
“cynicism of the highest order 9 ' 
for raking advantage of the rel- 
atively liberal laws in Britain to 
get rid of a third of the work- 
force at Halewood. “It is dear 
that it is cheaper to sack British 
workers than German. Belgian 
or Spanish workers,” he said. 


The present Ford Escort is 
produced at Halewood, Saar- 
iouis in Germany and Valencia 
in Spain, but only the last two 
plants have been chosen to 
make its replacement. Mr 
Woodley believes the decision 
means that Halewood will be 
dosed in the long term. 

He argued that British Es- 
corts were £500 to £1,000 
cheaper to produce than the 
German versions. The future of 
jobs at Southampton. Brid- 
gend. Swansea and the Dagen- 
ham engine plant were now in 


doubt because their function 
was duplicated on the Conti- 
nent, Mr Woodley said. 

The unions pointed out that 
Britain was the only European 
country where the company 
had a major presence and 
where more Ford cars were im- 
ported than exported. In 1995, 
the output of Ford cars in 
Britain amounted to 85 per 
cent of the sales in this country. 
The proportion for Germany 
was 132 per cent, Belgium 1,070 
percent, Spain 213 percent and 
Portugal 115 percent. 


Sex shops targeted in drug crackdown 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A nationwide dampdown on 
the sale of “poppets", a widely 
available aphrodisiac, is being 
launched by the Government 
amid concerns that the illegal 
substance is harmful. 


As reported in The Indepen- 
dent last month, bottles of amyl 
nitrite and similar drugs face a 
ban following a successful court 
case to outlaw their sale. Earli- 
er this month, the law was 
changed to make poppers, which 
can be used to treat angina, only 
available on prescription. 


But the Department of 
Health yesterday announced 
that its inspectors, local au- 
thority's trading standards offi- 
cer, and the police, are to target 
shops selling poppers, particu- 
larly in red-light districts. They 
are also keen to stop American 
manufacturers from supplying 


British outlets. The move fol- 
lows a campaign by the Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society which 
argues that the chemicals in 
poppers can fall and may be 
linked to a type of cancer - Ka- 
posi's sarcoma - that people 
with HIV sometimes develop. 

The drug, which costs about 


£4 for a small bottle contains the 
chemicals amyl, butyl or 
isobutyl nitrite. The effects of 
inhaling it include a euphoric 
rush and enhanced orgasm. 

The drug is particularly pop- 
ular among gay men and is avail- 
able from sex shops, clubs and 
mail order. 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The English National Opera, 
under fire for its plan to leave 
the London Colisemn and for 
its artistic standards, is now set 
to have its debts paid With mon- 
ey from the National Lottery. 

Lottery money will be used 
for the first time to help pay 
off deficits of arts companies. 
Fifteen companies were named 

by the Arts Council yesterday 
to share out £15m of lottery 
money under the new “stabili- 
sation fund”. . . 

The scheme officially in- 
volves “providing selected arts 
organisations with th e a dvice 
and support needed to strength- 
en their operations and place 
them on a firmer and more sta- 
ble basis". 

Mary Allen, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Arts Council, said 
the fund should not be charac- 
terised as “a bail-out fund for 
deficits" though she immedi- 
ately added: “There are some 
deficits, and some of these 
awards will be for paying 
deficits, but that will not hap- 
pen unless it is accompanied by 
a programme for change.” 

It will be decided in the sum- 
mer bow much of the £15m the 
ENO and the other organisa- 
tions named will receive. 

The ENO has an accumu- 
lated deficit of more than 
£3_5m. When it announced its 
plan to leave the Coliseum - 
which the Government had 
bought for it - for a new venue 
earlier this month, former Sec- 
retary of State for National 
Heritage David Melior de- 
scribed it as “an outrageous 
breach of faith” and described 
its artistic standards as low. 

The other 14 organisations 
that will receive lottery money 
for “stabilisation” are: Birm- 
ingham Rep; Biackheath Con- 
cert Halls; Bournemouth 
Orchestras: Bristol City Con^ 
sortium; Cinema City, Not? 
wich; Embroiderers’ Guild; 
Hampshire county arts centres 
consortium; Inner City Music, 
Manchester: The Junction. 
Cambridge; London Symphony 
Orchestra; Northern Sinlonia; 
Sheffield Museums and Gal- 
leries Consortium ; Tara Arts 
Group and the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse. 
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you the reassurance of RAC 
^Whenever you travel. Even if 
^passenger in someone else's car. 
f?&2% of cars on the spot, if we can't 
in going, we'ii tow you to a nearby 
free of charge. Callouts and our 
r are free too - you only pay for parts. 
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You can tailor your cover to meet your 
needs - with joint and Family cover, plus 
our "At Home' and 'Recovery' services. 

A year's worry-free driving from just £39. 
Anywhere, any car. Call us today to find 
out more. 


0800 029 029 


Interact on the Internet, http://www.racco.uk 


Please quote code SS2426 when you phone 
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Yes - 1 want to join the RAC Please tell me how I can join 
from just £39*. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 

... ... Postcode 

Telephone 

Send to: RAC Rescue, FREEP05T. Bristol BSJB 7AU. (No stamp needed.) 
■Ito«vc cosa £39 H veu pjv by Corimuou: Crwt: Ora Au1h.3f.ty w Direct DrbiL C«h 
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indude an <stro!mcnHPrPt 10 oc 1.1*3 rp*r Uondn^nd* S-im-Sam. Icurdj. «.jm-5pn. 
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giving a 
bank credit. 


“We want a quick, commercial reaction to our proposals 
from our bank . We get a fast , straight talking, no nonsense 
response every time. What else can you need from your Bank?” 

Andrew Jones, Managing Partner, Stanton Croft Solicitors. 

“My partner and 1 have found the TSB to be constantly 
supportive and helpful. Their competitive rates, professional 
and friendly approach and their constant availability leaves 
me in no doubt that we have made the right banking choice.” 

JO A Foord, Greanbank Veterinary Clinic. 

“ Wr have used the TSB for business banking for eight 
years. The Bank pro,, ides a very efficient, accurate personal 
service at competitive rates, it is a pleasure to bank unth 
TSB. Thank you for y OH r friendly first class servicer 

SES Heamiha. B.D.S., The Den*, p a rm.™ hip , „ ull . 

To be put in contact with a TSB Business Banking Manager 
telephone 034S 668 668 . 
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From left, Ralph Vaughan Williams by Douglass Glass; Annie Leibovitz's John Lennon; Judith Weir by Emily Andersen 

Camera lens gives a face to the music 


Portraits of Victorian composers will 
sit alongside large exhibition prints 
such as that of Benjamin Britten by 
Karsh and modem studies such as 
Annie Leibovitz's 1970 picture of John 


show, “Variations On A Theme", 
opens at the National Portrait Gallery 
in London today. Many of the exhibits 
come from the gallery's archives and 


bromide of Sir Edward Elgar by the 
amateur Dr Grindrod, and a group of 
snapshots by Elsie Gordon in the 
early Twenties including Sir Arnold 


Herbert Watkins' portrait of the Irish composer, violinist 
and baritone Michael William Balfe (taken 1850s- 1890s) 


Lennon in a new exhibition celebrating in the gallery wilt feature music by 


are rarely on view. A series of concerts Bax, Percy Grainger and a rare 


150 years of photographs of British 
composers, writes David Lister. The 


composers from the exhibition. 
The exhibition has a large sepia 


glimpse of Maurice Ravel. Emily 
Andersen's Judith Weir, taken this 
month, is the most recent offering. 



James Macmillan, whose music reflects his interest in 
Scottish nationalism, by Barry Marsden (1994) 


Judges end the right to peaceful protest 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

There is no legal right lo hold 
peaceful, non -obstructive dem- 
onstrations on the highway, and 
the police are entitled lu use new 
public order powers to stop 
them, two senior judges de- 
clared yesterday in ~a far- 
reaching test case. 

The cose, which contradicts 


what many people have always 
viewed as a right”, arose out of 
the clearing of the first two peo- 
ple charged with “tivspassory as- 
sembly" under the 1994 
Criminal Justice and Public Or- 
der Act, and was the first test of 
whether the police could use 
their new powers to damp down 
on peaceful protests. 

Giving backing to the new of- 
fence. the judges ruled that 


"any" assembly of at least 20 
people would fall foul of it. 
however peaceable and non- 
obsiruelivc and whether or not 
it threatened public order. 

Dr Margaret Jones, a 
lecturer in literature studies at 
the University of die West of 
England, and Richard Lloyd, 
a housing assistant, had 
taken part in a peaceful road- 
side demonstration alongside 


Fashanu ‘in touch 
with betting ring’ 
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Michael Streeter 

The former professional foot- 
baller John Fashanu was in 
constant contact with a man ac- 
cused of representing a Far 
Eastern syndicate betting on 
fixed football matches and 
shared a common interest in the 
game but was more concerned 
with business, a court was told 
yesterday. 

Glynn Mason, an employee 
of Mr Fashanu, told Winches- 
ter Crown Court that the pre- 
senter of television’s Gladiators 
concentrated most on his grow- 
ing media and business career 
and had negotiated a contract 
with his club, Wimbledon, in 
which he did not have to train 
and received a fee for turning 
up at matches. 

Mr Mason said Mr Fashanu 
and fellow defendant Heng 
Lim, known as Richard, often 
discussed football, adding; “Mr 
Fashanu isn't the best person to 
ask- Sometimes he wouldn’t 


know who he was playing when 
he went to a match." Mr 
Fashanu had three businesses. 
One, Fash Enterprises, was for 
his television and newspaper 
work and appearances he made, 
another was a construction firm 
and the third. Blue Orchid, 
had been set up lo promote 
football in Africa- The compa- 
nies operated from Warm Seas 
House, Wellington Road, Lon- 
don. near Lord's cricket ground, 
and Mr Fashanu had a flat in the 
same block, be said. 

In 1992-93 Mr Fashanu had 
a contract with a South African 
broadcasting company to pre- 
dict the results of forthcoming 
English league matches, said Mr 
Mason. There would be a 
phone link to South Africa, a 
photograph of Mr Fashanu on 
screen, and Mr Fashanu would 
predict the results of games. 

Questioned by Desmond de 
Silva QC for one of the defen- 
dants, Hans Segers, the former 
Wimbledon goalkeeper, Mr 


Mason said he had got to know 
a number of the players in a 
team known for their antics as 
the Crazy Gang - of which Mr 
Segers was a prominent mem- 
ber. The goalkeeper would 
sometimes act as a alibi for Mr 
Fashanu in hts “romantic 
odyssey through life" and there 
would be telephone calls, some- 
times late at night, so Mr Segers 
“could do his bit". 

The prosecution claims the 
“pattern" of phone calls be- 
tween the pair help show their 
involvement in alleged betting 
on thrown matches. 

Mr Fashanu, 34, Mr Lun, 31. 
and Bruce Grobbelaar, 39, deny 
giving or receiving money in a 
conspiracy to throw matches. 
Mr Lim. Mr Fashanu and Mr 
Segers, 35, deny a similar 
charge. Mr Grobbelaar. now 
with Plymouth Argyle, denies 
another charge of accepting i 
£2,000 as an inducement or re- 
ward or throw a match. 

The case continues. I 
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Try the bigger, better, brighter Independent on Sunday 

We have expanded the news section, with extra pages for the best in 
comment and analysis. This week: John Carlin examines race and 
celebrity in the USA, and Terry Coleman talks to Albert Finney 

^usinesi 

A new second section containing our business and spoils coverage. 
This week: lan Ridley meets Stuart Pearce 

spending^ 


A new section full of features, ideas and advice on travel, property 
and money. This week: Walking Special - great treks in Europe 


^Sbreal life 


The section on the way we live today; spotlighting whafs new and 
whos making news. This week: French toast - the hyping of 
John Galliano, and The Critics - the week in the arts reviewed 

THE SUNDAY REVIEW 
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Now includes 
full seven-day 
TV listings within 
Sunday' Preview, 
a comprehensive 
guide to the weeks 
television and radio 


± 


Plus: The 100 
Greatest Paintings 
in Britain today; 
and The Lure 
of Hollywood - 
how a best-seller 
became a screenplay 


to 


D0N : T MISS THE NEW FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 
- PLACE AN ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENT TODAY 


the Stonehenge perimeter fence 
while an order under the Act, 
banning an assembly of 20 or 
more people, was in force. 

They’ were found guilty by Sat- 
ishuty magistrates fast year, hut 
the convictions were overturned 
on appeal to the Crown Court, 
which said the assembly was law- 
ful because it was peaceful and 
did not obstruct the highway. 

That view was decisively "re- 
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jeeted by Lord Justice McCow- 
an and Mr Justice Collins, who 
upheld an appeal by the Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecutions and 
invited the Crown to pursue the 
charges again before a differ- 
ently-constituted Crown Court. 

Emphasising the impact of 
the 1994 Act. on which the 
Labour Party abstained. Lord 
Justice McCowan said the low- 
er court s judgment “leaves out 


of account the existence of the 
order.” Mr Justice Collins said 
the holding of peaceable meet- 
ings. demonstrations or vigils on 
the highway might be "tolerat- 
ed” if they did' not cause oh- 
struetioaO'but there Is no legal 
right to pursue them.” 

While this dispute concerned 
Stonehenge, people could be at 
risk of prosecution if - without 
obstructing other members of 


the public - 20 or more ol them 
congregated outside a fur shop, 
a school where parents were 
protesting over discipline, or the 
offices of a council contem- 
plating building on the green 
belt. All the police would need 
to do would be to seek an order 
under the Act from the 
local council. 

The ease is likely to reach the 
European Court of Human 


Rights. Mr Justice Collins yes- 
terday rejected an argument 
that the ruling would breach Ar- 
ticle 11 of the European Con- 
vention of Human Rights, 
guaranteeing freedom of peace- 
ful assembly. He insisted that 
there was still an “ability" to 
hold a peaceful assembly. But 
the ruling means that this “abil- 
ity” will always be in the gift of 
the police. 
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ALL-IN-ONE PACKAGES 
(INCLUDING CONNECTION!) 

CHOOSE YOUR PHONE. CHOOSE YOUR PRICE. 


At Peoples Ptone we believe in offering our customers 
jTjL choice. Only that way can we meet their different needs 
and ensure no-one is ever disappointed by their purchase. 

That's why we created these packages- They’ both include 
12 months line rental and, unlike many of our competitors' 
packages, connection and a wide choice of phones. 

And there are no hidden charges, just a one-off payment, in 
advance. After that, all you’ll pay for are your calls. 

And there's one other feature that sets us apart. As a 
nationwide specialist retailer, we sell yon both the calls and the 
phone so we'll still be there long after you've bought your 
phone, o fife ring you sendee and care. 

Simply call the number below to find tbe nearest of our 
181 stores nationwide. Wfell help you make the choice that best 
suits you. 
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DIGITAL 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES: 

12 months 
line rental 

• Connection 

• A choice of 
leading brand 
name phones 
including the 
Motorola 


l( )! AJ V '57X0 
s \\ l\(, lo/.ou 


THIS 

ANALOGUE 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES: 

12 months 
line rental 
» Connection 
• A choice of 
leading brand 
name phones 
including the 
NEC PS and 
Nokia 909 
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FROM UNDER £800 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST EVER COMPUTER 
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PACKARD BELL 


120MHz Pentium Processor 

8Mb EDO RAM. 1Gb hard disk 
Six speed multimedia. 

Over £iooo worth of software. 1 NOW ONI V 
Plus FREE £500 worth of WUW I ONLY 

PC World discount vouchers. 

Was £4^99 ER99-E1 149. 

Model: Packard Bell 9001$ I | ^0 


PC PRICES 


AcorACROS 

lOOMHz Pentium" Processor. 

8Mb RAM. 810Mb hard disk 
Eight speed multimedia. 

Windows 95, FIFA 96, MS Works. 
Was £999 £ 949 £899. 

MODEL Acer Acros PI 00 Multimedia 


NOW ONLY 


£799 


NOTHINC TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 



NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 



120MHz PC 
FOR ONLY 
£899 


APRICOT 


/Icew ACROS 


SAVE 


?20MHz Pentium Process** 

Si*. RAM. 1 :50fc i VJi AL 
ipert muttinea j . 2Mb JP FO 'jfyte 

dfQ'bi 

Mb ESSO worth of software.* 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS. 

V/.Ki>W£i:99 

M.-*!*l Apn-:ol M'.'SAI PAlt- f 1 JU MuHneia 


SAVE 

£4001 


NOTHINC TO PAY FOR9 MONTHS 


PACKARD BELL 


120MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb EDO RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 

Six speed -multimedia. 28.8kbps data/Tax modem. Remote 
controlled communications card. Radio card. 

Orer £1000 worth of software*. Was £1299 
Model: Ftartard BeJI 9002D 


e1199 


EVEN FURTHER 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 
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Laser Printer 

600 DPI resckjDon, up to 
J pages per minute, lOOpags 
autxnadc shea teala. 

Was £249. 

Modd JUVlTT.’ 


SAVElfi- 

£ 50 


OVER 

£1000 

WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE* 


NOTHINC TO PAY FOP 9 MONTHS 


| PACKARD BELL 1 PACKARD BELLT^TwfI 
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NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


NOTHING- IQ Pax'tOR y MOMHS 


[SAVE 

£20 


PORTABLE PCs - SAVE VS £300 


HEWLETT PACKARD 

Colour Inkjet Printer: 

600 x 600 DR rasduoon black 
Up Id 6CX3 x 300 DPI color primnp. 

Up to J pags per minutE 
oulputfbbck). 

VteE279 

u«fc±Dj«oc LWmm 


Colour InkJet Printer. 

720 1 360 DPI CukXH pruning. 

Up u 5 pages per imnuie- frlari:). 
HX> page sheet ray Ffcoto-rwl 
pcinnng capaWsy. Was £259 
MoML aiCJKO 
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PACKARD BELL [s A vei 

e50 


Colour Inlqet Printer. 

600 > 600 DPI nesdunon ibladand 
cnkur), up io 4 paps per rrinute 
■xspm rUack) 150 pass tfieeLteeda. 
Was £299. 

»Ax».H PjdutMOCW 


_NOTHI NG TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


OLIVETTI 


Colour InkJet Printer. 

300 * 300 DPI resolution fcotour). 
Up® 3 pages per minus output 
30 resident fcamap fonts. 

Was £439 £145. 

Mow. jp|?qc 


Loser Printer. 

1^30 1 600 DPI resduten L^jjii 12 
WKS cer irruft 2Mb memcny -jieh 
enfwv/rd memoy ccrwcl 7?. snWe 
Icm. Was £10-19. 
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PACKARD BELL — =- 

SAVE 

£350 


1 DOM Hz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb RAM. 1Gb harddisk 
Quad speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of software.* 
Plus FREE £500 worth of 
I PC World discount vouchers. 

Was £1599 £1349 £1049. 

Model: Packard Bell 92T-D 
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ACER 
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Colorado DJ-3S. 

Internal SOOMbyte Laps 
backup device, [nd-jdes suite 
of software: 

Was £99.99. 



HARD DRIVE 

Western Digital 3.1 Gbyte Hard Drive. 

3.5" Internal IDE Device. Full 
instructions included. Was £399. 


LATEST ULTRA-FAST PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


save! TOSHIBA 

!£100BSaf?50| 


A: £ 

TAPE BACKUP 


HALF 

PRICE 


MODEM 



Qertve Labs Vbkebfastec. 

28.800tps vo 05 . ‘.ax/iaa 
internal irodsrr, .T^k>'.js 
cables and software 
Was £149. 


e50 


e99 


SCANNER 


Was £30? £27-i. 


Hewlett Packard 4S. 

Greyscale Full A4 pjge scanner. 
Indudes luU suite of Hev/les 
Packard Software. 

Was £179. 


DIGITAL CAMERA) SAVE i 

eIOO 


16 MBYTE 

PRICE CRASH 


Kodak DOO. 

Full colour digital camera 
Capajre images m full colour 
and download so ycur re for 

printing or storing. 
Was £299 


16 Mbyte 72 PIN. 

InvniMutct. ma-Mjes > 5-vj] 
ftir you’ Pi2 tj.ij x. r& k 
wi se': ccr-T-ruorr Y.j: £ ,2.-. 
FQnj seA-Jte JvaiiMe 
A:k for Ocurfi. 


SAVE] 

e30 


£99 


THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 



SOFTWARE SALE - SAVE ¥5 £290 

M^CRQSOFt^QFFICE 97 


Tht wo ^ d 5 m °st popular office suite 
now includes the power of the web. 
includes Miaosoft Word 97 , Excel 97 

! Pbwerpomt 97 and new Outlook 97 


I T l 


-WINDOWS 95 r ^f 
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“°wftWmb«s 95 opgnde. 
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HIUOSOFTPUIS 

WOCKGtji ‘ 


Mpe* Dial 

All v-:hj need ro access 
to inremei cn*Jdy 
and easily. 

Was t;-4 99 
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jurboCad 2D/3D 

TO world's best 
selling 2D CAD 


save| 

£30 
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SAVE 

£290 


|save| 

DO 


"NOTHING 
TO PAY FOR 
UPTO 

12 MONTHS 



APR 

29.5% 


EXPERT ADVICE 

• Every store has a spedafist Business 
Centre, with all the help you need to 
make the right choice for your 
business. 

• Expert business computing staff, 
dedicated specifically to business 
support 

• Expert technical back-up including 
upgrades and installations. 


after sales support 

• Business account facilities available 
(subject to status). jr 






Easy telephone ordering and next day 
delivery nationwide (for orders ‘ 
before dpm). 
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TOED 


Open 7 days per week and until Sp ro 
weekdays. 

immediate availability 

An unbeatable combination of over nnn +„ , .. 

Products available to take awJZ J’ J Z l °P name ***** ^ products. 

■ WJ 7 ^mediately from stock. 
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100MHz Pentium * processor. 

- n m 

8Mb RAM. SiOMb hjrd dsk. 10.4" Dual Scan 


Colour Display. Windows 95. 


Was £1299. 
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Non-existent 
children who 
cost £100m 
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Fran Abrams 

RaTitical Correspondent 

Tfcns of thousands of families 
could be daiming child benefit 
for children who do not exist 
who Have died or who are no 
longer eligible, according to an 
official report published 
yesterday. 

The report says that 76,000 
blank birth certificates have 
been stolen and could be used 
In frauds. It adds that thousands 
of 16-18 year-olds could still be 
on the benefit list even though 
they have left school. 

Although the figures in the 
report do not give a clear 
indication of the size of the 
problem, one Conservative 
committee member suggested 
that the fraud could be costing 
the taxpayer more than £100m 
a year. 

At a press conference yes- 
terday Frank Field, the Labour 
chairman of the Social Securi- 
ty Select Committee, said the 
Department of Soda! Security 
had appeared unwilling to ac- 
cept that it was vulnerable to 
such fraud. “Here is part of the 
department that has been 
asleep. It is thought that fraud 


cannot operate in this area,” he 
said. 

The report shows that while 
the DSS paid benefit to around 
970,000 parents of 16-18 year- 
olds, the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment bad 
records of only 617.000 still in 
full-time education. Tfeenagers 
who leave school before they are 
18 cease to be eligible for 
benefit. 

Much of the discrepancy 
stems from the fact that one de- 
partment bases its figures on the 
young person's age in August 
while the other uses December, 
and from the fact that the def- 
initions of “full-time" education 
differ. However, the figures 
“still do not seem to tally", the 
report says. 

In some cases children who 
are in receipt of benefit have 
died or never existed, the report 
says. In others, families who 
have left the country continue 
to claim. A check on 44,000 em- 
barkation records showed that 
10 per cent were still receiving 
benefit. 

■ The Commons Report on 
Child Benefit Fraud', £11.30; 
Stationery Office, PO box 276, 
London, SW8 5DT 


Priest’s 

adultery 

trial 

collapses 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Corresponden t 

The last trial of an English 
priest for adultery in front of 
one of the oldest courts in the 
country ended abruptly yester- 
day when all charges against the 
Rev Edward Glover were with- 
drawn. Psychiatric evidence was 
brought to show that bis ac- 
cuser, Margaret Orpen, could 
not be believed when she 
claimed he had seduced her and 
made her pregnant. 

The judge, the Rev Canon 
Rupert Bursell QC, said: “This 
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Innocent: Rev Edward Glover 

case is one of enormous sadness, 
and which must raise enor- 
mous pastoral concern. The al- 
legations made by Mrs Orpen 
were initially made to a national 
newspaper." 

The Sim had published her 
story under the headline: 
“Randy vicar revved me up 
with a bonk in his Volvo.” 

Judge Bursell said “There can 
be and is no criticism of that 
newspaper for publishing that 
.complaint. However, it was 
only after that article had ap- 
peared in the press that any 
complaint was made to the 
Bishop of Durham alleging that 




Mr Glover had been guilty of. . of many that have been made 
adultery with Mrs Orpen, one . against him. He has been ac- 


of his parishioners." 

Bath Mr Glover and Mrs Or- 
pen are married, with children. 
He was at the time priest in 


cosed by Mrs Orpen of many 
things, and his family have been 
harassed with telephone calls at 
afl hours of the day and night." 


Last gasp of an ancient court 
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charge of St Alban’s. Trimdon. 
The bishop. Dr Michael Turn- 
bull, heard from both parties to 
the case, and concluded that 
there was a case to answer. So 
did the “examiner" he ap- 
pointed in the ecclesiastical 
equivalent of a magistrates' 
court hearing. The case then 
could not be stopped or with- 
drawn until it reached open 
court yesterday. 

Yet the court was told that the 
prosecution, once it began to 
prepare its case, had found ev- 
idence that Mrs Orpen had re- 
peatedly been told by doctors 
that she was not pregnant and 
had not been at the relevant 
time. A graphologist gave evi- 
dence that she had in fact writ- 
ten a letter in which she 
admitted that he did not love 
her - though she denied this in 
an affidavit to the examiner. 

This, said the judge, ex- 
plaining why be was allowing the 
prosecution to withdraw its 
case, was evidence that she had 
lied on oath at least once. 

Jucfee Bursell said; "The psy- 
chiatrist would say that Mrs Or- 
pen is suffering from .a 
psychiatric syndrome. She has 
been diagnosed after a very full 
assessment by an eminent psy- 
chiatrist, as suffering from a 
condition - 1 don't think I need 
to name it -which explains her 
conduct. The Alness itself is one 
which is delusionaiy.” 

Mrs Orpen was not in court 
to hear tins, but she said in a 
statement that she still main- 
tamed her charges, even though 
she admitted they could not be 
proved. 

A statement issued on behalf 
of Mr Glover afterwards, ex- 
plaining why he had allowed the 
case against him to be with- 
drawn, said: “His compassion is 
such that be felt it wrongto see 
Mrs Orpen suffer under what 
would be a very proper but 
rigorous cross-examination. 
“The allegation today is one 
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l very now and again a soft and 
deadly thought finds its way into 

f ihe pudgiest folds of my brain, 

and lodges there comfortably. This is 
the idea that the worst that can happen 
al the next election is that John Major 
wilJ be re-elected. 

The Prime Minister - a transparently 
decent bloke (says this little thought) - 
will continue to bumble along pleasantly 
for another five years, so does it really 
matter? Fortunately, yesterday was one 
of those days when this seductive 
microbe found itself battered by the 
reality of the Chamber. A great 
question was posed, and could not be 
satisfactorily resolved. It was this: if 
John Major is such a great guy, how 
come Michael Howard is his Home 
Secretary? Would any reasonable, go- 


ahead chap populate the entire Home 
Office front bench with a collection of 
crass populists, vicarious sadists, carnal 
xenophobes and brain-dead 
time-servers? 

Timothy Kirkhope, hammer of 
“bogus asylum-seekers'' was not pressed 
into service yesterday, having no anti- 
immigrant rant from his backbenches 
with which he could agree (but John 
Major is an honourable man). Instead 
we had Tom Sackville responding to a 
series of questions on the l egal isation of 
cannabis for medical use. His first reply 
(to Labour's Gordon Prentice) was 
bureaucratic - “level of product quality” 
etc. His second, however, gave the game 
away. Harry Greenway, the tanned ex- 
headmaster from Ealing, offered his 
bis. Was it 


A DAVID., i 

Aaronovit^h^ 



How to stay decent by 
letting others dish the dirt 


opinion on cannabis. 


not a fact. 


he asked Mr Sackville, that “soft drugs 
lead on to bard drugs inevitably, and 
bard drugs lead to death, often within 
seven years?" 

A responsible minister would have 
replied thus: “Bollocks. If what what my 
honourable friend was saying was true. 


an entire generation - including many 
of my own pals - would be pu shin g up 
the daisies, rather than sitting in the 
House of Commons, or running British 
industry. Get a life." Instead Sackville 
assented happily to Greenway's 
nonsense, adding a gratuitous attack on 


the liberal Democrats for daring even 
to discuss the legalisation of cannaois. 
(Bui John Major, we know, is an 

honourable man.) 

Now it was David “Shouted 

Maclean’s turn. Shouter has a ghetto 
blaster instead of a head, and every 
question is met with a dedbellage tna 

would earn a council tenant mstant 

eviction. Labour’s Hugh Bayky asked 
about crime figures mWest Yor^nre 
since 1979 (adding a ally bit of they 
must go” sound-bitety to a good 
question). What check, bellowed Mr 
Maclean. Labour had voted against 
everything the Chief Constable of West 
Yorkshire had wanted to strengthen 
crime control (suffer sentences, 
uncontrolled phone-tapping, the rack), 
“They hadn’t the guts to support the 


Crime BDI on S,t 

Stop the rheionc sorneone dv^e 

“T don’t give the House rneton . y 

recall) include the notorious 
observation that all beggars arc 
Scottish. (John Major, however, is an 

“”id, dealing -thamme 

question about a Lib Dem coun^ 
reluctant to invest minions in dosed 
STV said that LfoDems don t 
care in the slightest about tekiflg 
effective action on crime . Oh yes. Am 
who would you look to for support it 
attacked by bullies on a dark, night - 

Sel Howard or Paddy Ashdown? 

Sure, John Major is an honourable 
man. He gets others to do the duty work. 


Labour’s frontline troops 
rehearse their phrases 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Talking to half a dozen Labour 
kev-seat candidates is a bit like 
setting off an assortment of 
those clattering teeth they sell 
on ihe sea front at Blackpool. 

Wound up by pre-election 
fever, they fall over each other 
in their eagerness to put the par- 
ty line. Immaculately groomed, 
politically and sartorially, they 
exude New Labour from every 
pore. Not one could be in- 
duced to contemplate defeat for 
even a moment at a candi- 
dates' session with Tony Blair in 
a London hotel yesterday. 

All agree that their party's 
campaign will be a very differ- 
ent operation this time. Direc- 
tions from headquarters are 
much more clearly focused. 
Some have been out on the 


stump for months, and talk be- 
rausingly of “switchers" and 
“barometers". The language is 
pure Blair, and all are clearly 
keeping their “five Labour 
pledges close by them on tax, 
class sizes, crime. National 
Health Service watting lists and 
youth unemployment. 

Debra Shipley, candidate for 
the new seat of Stourbridge, 
who needs a 4 per cent swing 
from the Conservatives, says she 
uses Mr Blair's list of promis- 
es all the time. “1 can get them 
over very clearly," she said. 

Even a question about which 
issues are playing badly brings 
a response about how well 
things ore going. “We have 
lanced the problems that we did 
have." said Siobhain McDonagh, 
who is standing for the third time 
in Mitcham and Morden against 
Dame Angela Rumbold. a for- 


mer minister with a 1,700 ma- 
jority. “People will ask you how 
you are going to pay for your 
commitments, which we have 
real answers to." 

Naturally, they are unim- 
pressed with the Tories' latest 
electoral wheezes. Plans to ex- 
pand the cadets elicit an almost 
controversial response from 
Chris Ruane, a primary school 
deputy head standing in the new 
\61e of Clwyd seat “I could think 
of many more focused ways to 
spend die money than teadiing 
young people to march around 
a square with a gun," he says. 

Quick as a Bash. Siobhain 
McDonagh leaps in to add that 
of course the cadet corps pro- 
vide a useful service. She saves 
the day. Just for a moment, it 
looked as one of Blairs new 
model army might air an inde- 
pendently formed opinion. 



Spin doctors: Alistair Campbell (left) and Peter Mandelsen at the hotel for Tony Blair’s candidates’ session 


Photograph: a nan Hams 




TOP BRAND PERSONAL CD HI-FI 




CD1Q2A PERSONAL 
CD PLATO! WTTH MAMS 
ADAPTOR 

• Extra bass system. 

• Programmable COpteyer. 

• Repeat play. Vlfes £5439. 



D152CK 

D1SCM AN WITH 
CAR KIT ADAPTOR 

• Up to 9 hours playback. 

• LCD display. 

• Mega Bass. 

• Programmable CD with 
repeat play facility. 

• 22 track memory'. 

Was £119.99. 

Dixons Deal 



CDP455 

PERSONAL CD PLATO* 
WITH DIGITAL 
ANTI-SHOCK 

• hckiiascarWt 

• Mans adaptor, 
waocngsa 


D24S DISCMAN WITH 
DIGITAL ANTI-SHOCK 

• hdtrfes mans adoctor 

• ViegaEasa. 
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• Repeal function. 
W3SC13399. 
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Bleak outlook 
for bugging Bill 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The controversial Police Bill 
could be in jeopardy after a 
Commons decision to wipe out 
the government majority on 
important legislative commit- 
tees. 

The Bin, giving new “bugging 
and burglary" powers, suffered 
two defeats in the Lords this 
week and has still to go to the 
Commons. But it emerged yes- 
terday that some Conservative 
MPs are as opposed to the new 
police powers as the peers - and 
the whips anticipate a Com- 
mons revolt. 

Given the loss of the overall 
government majority in the 
Commons, and the reflection of 
that in legislative coir miuees. 
John Major faces increasing 
problems with his legislative 
programme in the run-up to the 
election. 

Another threat to proposed 
legislation was announced yes- 
terday by the Ulster Unionists 
and the Scottish Nationalists, 
who are combining to oppose 
the doubling of air-passenger 


duty announced in the Budget 

There was speculation yes- 
terday that a Finance Bill defeat 
on that issue could prompt a 
vote of confidence, and force an 
early election. But defeat on the 
£l25m air-passenger duty is not 
- by itself - important enough 
to trigger a vote of confidence. 

As Margaret Thatcher said in 
a confidence debate in March 
1976 - after the Labour gov- 
ernment had been defeated on 
its public spending plans - 
‘ Governments have been de- 
feated on single clauses in the 
past ~ No one has suggested that 
these were resigning matters ... 
But when there is a defeat on 
a matter central to the historic 
nature of the power of the 
House of Commons over the 
Executive, that is a resigning 
matter.” 

The Government won that 
vote of confidence, and re- 
mained in office until it lost an- 
other vote of confidence in 
March 1979. 

The risk of defeat for Mr Ma- 
jor on significant issues, like the 
Police Bill, is worrying the 
whips, because the last thing the 


Prime Minister wants is to be 
forced into an election through 
defeat on a vote of confidence. 
While Mr Major is retaining 
flexibility for a 1 May election, 
there is a strong cross-party view 
building up for 10 April, when 
many students will be on holi- 
day, and away from marginal 
Tory constituencies in universi- 
ty towns. 

The latest date for dissolution 
of Parliament for a 10 April 
election would be 12 March. 

Yesterday, in an address to 
Labour candidates. Tony Blair 
said the Tbries were in a state 
of panic. They are in such a 
state that anything could hap- 
pen to bring the general elec- 
tion forward." 

He also warned that if the 
Conservatives were re-elected, 
they would feel free to stop at 
nothing. “They'll think they’re 
living in a one-party state where 
they could do and say anything 
that they want at all." 

John Prescott told the same 
London meeting: “The Tories 
will stop at nothing to cling on 
to power and if they win a^ain. 
they’ll certainly stop at nothing." 


Labour 
in talks 
over royal 
yacht 

Christian Wolmar 
and Nicholas Schoon 


Promoters of a scheme to build 
two ships to replace the royal 
yacht Britannia at no cost to the 
taxpayer met with Labour's 
defence team yesterday, as 
phonc-in evidence suggested 
most people opposed paying for 
the £ 60m cost of the new ves- 
sel from the public purse. 

The group hacldng another re- 
jected proposal - for a sail train- 
ing ship - also expressed their 
disappointment, and said their 
£65m vessel could have been 
funded by the private sector. 

The first scheme, the Bri- 
tannic Project, has been put to- 
gether by a group of shipping 
and travel companies. They 
want to commission two vessels 
costing £120m each, paid for by 
exporters using rhe ships for 
trade promotion and by wealthy 
people travelling on cruises. 

Ptier Robbins, the project's 
marketing director, said the 
Queen would only need the 
ships for up lo 40 days peryear. 
and exportere would use ihem 
for 50 to 60. The rest of the time 
they would be available for ‘ six- 
star" cruises for “the most dis- 
cerning passengers in the world.” 

The second scheme, rejected 
by Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo, was for a sailing ship 
which would take cadets on 
"character-forming" voyages 
when it was not employed on 
Roval lours or export promo- 
tion. 

Letters, page 17 


PRIME MINISTER S QUESTIONS 


SCORING THE EXCHANGES 



Major said that the creation of a tfngtacwren^ 
cy m Jamaiyl999 was 'extremely, ialitey.' . . 
But he went to great lengths to’ avoid answer- 
ing Blair’s question: 'might we join tf-Europe 
was man ready?'. Yet immediately ‘aBw tha 
session, Downing Street arrsweralifie Bfcrfr . 
question- It was, again, ’extrefndy.'uhllhdy':. ■ 

Tony Blair's first arid second (. 

Blair shirt fn Major's posit 

_ ,. A third question let him off 

©/ 10 op the issue of a Conservative split,' altowirqj 
Major to throw the accusation hack at Labour. 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


•Spending on the Millennium (Ate* Salmond, SNR Banff and Buchan) 
•ihe single currency 

•The windfall tax, Richard Alexander (C. Newark) 

•Labour’s handling of the economy. Tim Yeo CC, Suffolk South) 
•Primary school class sizes, Harry Cohen (Lab. Leytoo) .- ‘1 


BLAIR’S ATTACK 


SKKE? ® s f2 l,l ' 5hed 0131 Map thought Europe wodd not Be 
a - 1 s, 2®£. curr8nc y in 1 * 9 *. His second question. -asking 
Maj or to sa y dear y whether or not Britain would Joto if the conations wenr 
sahvactory. established that Major did not want to discuss thatscenario. 



Alex Salmond 

He had calculated the benefit to 
schools that the funding allocated 
to the Millennium Dome could pro- 
vide. Major fumbled and evaded 
the question. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Hem 

(C, Norfolk NYflXstetement. , 

upas a question; W- the windfall t» 
was'nitea out of Oder t* .the speata 

because he was asking about La boo 

policy for which thd Pnme_ Minister 
has rw. respond Wily: : 2 - 



THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Bob Hughes (Lab, Aberdeen North) "Wlff.toePMsay why he 
spending hundreds of mitmxn of pwavds-i^ttompahiatfon tor 
farmers for the BSE crisis in excess of CIOOm in compensatf 
. . . under the firearms bill . . . yet Teftoes. ©give any compel 
satkm tn those infected with Hspahtua fT? *' ’ ' 


THEJJREEP OF THE DAY 


Alexander decided It was worth risking a question unrelated to 
government policy. His question on the windfall fax Was not 
praied upon by the Speaker, and allowed Major B>sa*ffl.Bsne 
discussing Labour’s plans rather than those of the! 



Compiled, fay 
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The design or an elevated fer- 
ry passenger walkway, which 
collapsed killing six people, was 
inherently unsafe and danger- 
ous, a court was told yesterday. 

Inaccurate design calcula- 
tions. inferior steel and bad 
workmanship meant the disas- 
ter in 1994 at the port of Rams- 
gate, in Kent, was an accident 
waiting to happen, it was 
claimed. 

Six people were killed and 
seven others seriously injured 
when the walkway fell more 
than 30 feet to the ground in the 
early hours of 14 September. 

The Health and Safely 
Executive is prosecuting four 
companies under the Health 
and Safety at Work Act In con- 
nection with the accident. 

Lloyds Register of Shipping 
yesterday pleaded guilty to a 
charge under the Act, which 
alleged that they failed to en- 
sure the safety of passengers in 
checking the equipment. 

Two Swedish companies. 
Fartygsentreprenader AB and 
Farty^konslruklioner AB. have 
entered not guilty pleas to the 
same charge, but are not 
represented in court. 

Port Ramsgate Ltd has 


pleaded not guilty to one charge 
under the Health and Safety at 
Work Act and one under the 
Dock Regulations Act. 

Hugh Carlisle QC, for ihe 
prosecution, told the jury of sev- 
en men and five women at the 
Old Bailey that the walkway col- 
lapsed just four months after h 
had been installed at the port, 
which operates a passenger fer- 
ry route to Belgium. 

Just one steel pin held the 
walkway in place, connecting 
the huge ferries with the 
terminal building. At the 
sea end of the walkway four slid- 
ing feet were supposed to keep 
it in place and allow for 
movement of -wind, tides and 
waves. 

Bui, claimed Mr Carlisle, 
inferior steel, inaccurate design 
and substandard welding align- 
ing the feet to the walkway 
caused the accident. He told the ; 
jury the walkway was too rigid 
and the feet too small to sup- 
port the loads. 

“The design was inherently 
unsafe and it has to he said that 
this was a design that was both 
inept and incompetent. U was 
an accident waiting to happen 
and it happened earlier rather 
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Poor taste: An Independent panel is to monitor al copops 

Youth drinks 
condemned for 
sexual labelling 


Glenda Cooper 

The drinks watchdog, the Port- 
man Group, is to set up an 
independent pane] to monitor 
the naming and packaging of 
drinks such as alcopops, after 
criticism of its in-house system. 

However, its latest report on 
the naming and packaging of al- 
coholic drinks upheld almost 
half the complaints that bad 
been made. Three drinks in par- 
ticular, TNT Liquid Dynamite. 
Purple Passion and Dogs Bol- 
locks. were found to have 
breached the drinks industry 
guidelines. 

TNT Liquid Dynamite was 
found to be unacceptable for 
using dangerous imagety, the 
packaging being reminiscent 
of a stick of dynamite. 

Purple Passion, which uses 
the phrase “testi coolz" on its 
Label, breached the code by 
inferring that the product might 
boost sexual prowess. Dogs 
Bollocks also implied sexual 
prowess and the Portman 
Group objected to its market- 
ing strapline “Dangerously 
Drinkable”. The code, which 
was brought in mainly to deal 
with alcopops, is voluntary. 

Mark Round, a partner in 
Round Imports, which makes 
TNT said they would not 
change anything. “We asked the 
Portman Group to furnish 115 
with evidence to support their 
allegation that TNT encourages 


anti-social behaviour,” Mr 
Round said. "They have not 
been able to give us any evi- 
dence.’’ He described the Port- 
man Group’s decision as 
“unfounded and unfair”. 

Jean Coussins, director of the 
Portman Group, said they 
had no jurisdiction over brew- 
ers who have not signed up 
to the code. But he said 
many retailers supported the 
code and might refuse to stock 
the items. 

Ian Rogers, managing direc- 
tor of Wychwood Brewing, who 
produce Dogs Bollocks, said 
they would review the name, but 
also criticised Portman for sin- 
gling out three independent 
breweries. 

The new independent panel 
will be chaired by Laurence 
Shurman, the former banking 
ombudsman. It includes a head- 
teacher, a former Lord Provost 
and Lord Lieutenant of Glas- 
gow, and the chairman of the 
Advertising Association. 

Maiy-Ann McKibben. assis- 
tant director of Alcohol Con- 
cern, welcomed the creation of 
an independent- panel. “We 
have been campaigning for ihe 
establishment of an indepen- 
dent panel to consider com- 
plaints because there were 
dearly question mads about the 
impartiality of the Portman 
Group, which is funded by the 
country’s largest drinks com- 
panies,” she said- 


DAILY POEM 


Strange 

.By Chris Jones 


The car spray’s curled Up -a salutation 
to let me know I'm bad: in town, your town, 

■■■- marooned at this two trade, see-through station 
- the time it takes to fix Ones that are down. 

7 could phone, hi? could meet, between the trains, 
but I’m adverse to getting pissed over, 

. - and my pre-emptive patter - when it rains 
. it pours, always made you run for caver. 

I could tip-toe inland and brush the traps 
of memory - the reeky’s rain-greased swings, 
tiie tucked, in pubs, aid the church (where perhaps...)', 
'^receive them as strange, comptidtous things. 

■'7 could surprise you, go over old land, 

- turn up your street and knock on your door and 

Chris Jones, who won an Eric Gregory Award for young poets 
fast year, is one of a group of writers fonneriy based in Sheffield 
and represented in the anthology Five. It also features poetry 
by Pieter Boughton, Matthew Clegg, Tom Rader and Adrian 
Head, and is available for £5 from One Three Six Publishing, 
6 Moor End Road, Sheffield S10 1ND. 


than later because of poor weld- 
ing," he said. 

Steven Jones, 34. from Man- 
chester, and 42-ycar-old Jason 
Dudley, from Epping, Essex 
were killed along with four oth- 
er people from France, Italy and 
Belgium. Among those injured 
were British. Japanese. Amer- 
ican and French tourists. 

Mr Carlisle told the jury that 
the burden of proof would rest 
on the three defendants to 
prove they had done as much as 
they reasonably could to ensure 
the safety of people using the 
court and the walkway. 

All four companies face an 1 
unlimited line or the possible 1 
imprisonment of individuals if 
found guilty. 

The trial is expected to last 
three to four weeks. 
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Upwardly mobile: Steeplejacks climbing the 120ft chimney at Quarry Bank Mill, Styal, Cheshire, the largest working textile museum in Europe 
which is returning to steam power with the help of a £537,000 lottery grant; £168,000 is needed to finish the work Photograph: Craig Easton 


FULLY FITTED KITCHENS FROM 



INCLUDING 
DISHWASHER, 
OVEN AND HOB 




’ v For your free 
brochure and your 
nearest showroom 

FREEPHONE 
0800 300 321 
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PLUS 


20% OFF 

SELECTED 
SUPPLY ONLY > 
KITCHENS 


U UNIT ANDOVER KITCHEN, 4 APPLIANCES AND INSTALLATION 
FOR JUST £2,450. Kitchen includes oven. hob. hood, dishwasher, sink 
and mixer tap, worktops, etc. All installed and connected to available 
services (plumbing, gas and electricity) and removal of old kitchen units? 

BUY NOW, NO DEPOSIT, PAY NOTHING FOR SIX MONTHS.** 

Then pay in full or take credit 

FREE Daewoo vacuum cleaner worth £60 on selected fully fitted orders 
over £2.500 including appliances. 

Most new Homebase stores, formerly trading as Texas, now feature 
kitchen showrooms. 


11 UNIT KITCHEN CONSISTS OF: 

BASE UNITS; • 500mm HIGH LINE BASE * 1000mm HIGH LINE BASE 

• 500mm DRAWER BASE • 1000 mm HIGH LINE CORNER BASE 

• SOD mm OVEN HOUSING. 

WALL UNITS: • 300mm STANDARD WALL - 3 x 500mm STANDARD 
WALL • dQOmm STANDARD CORNER WALL • fiDOnfim 
STANDARD BRIDGING UNIT. 

ACCESSORIES: # 2 jr 3m CO-ORDINATING PLINTHS 
- 1.5m x 40mm WORKTOP • 3m x 40mm WORKTOP 
> LYRIC SINK AND MIXER TAP * 2 x 3m CORNICE 
! X 3m LIGHT PELMET * DISHWASHER FASCIA PANEL. 

h APPLIANCES: 

• 1 x ELECTRIC CONVENTIONAL SINGLE OVEN (S?5) • 1 x GAS OR 
ELECTRIC HOB (GH645 OR EH645) -1x3 SPEED HOOD (FHQ603) 

• 1 x 12 PLACE SETTING INTEGRATED DISHWASHER tDWIldO). 



SAINSBURY’S HOUSE 


GARDEN CENTRES 


MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM • FRIDAY BAM -9PM • SATURDAY 8AM -8PM • SUNDAY 1QAM-4PML 

All are approximate and not to scale. Mercfcvitfiso subject to avalabOHy. *20? olhr applies to ftfce. Berwick. Aviemare and Boston kitchens only: ^Subject to survey Adtfiiionat work such as tiling, atkfittonal sockets, plastering, lighting and old 
Idlrhw dscoMlare not mduttetL tStores in Scotland open Vam - 6pm. Opening times may wry. Rr your newest Homebase store call 0181-200 0200. Wrftten quotations on request from Hometase. Beddngton Hous& Vltoffinrion. m APR . 
Surrey SM60HB, HorndMeae BcensedcnedH brokers. Loans subject to BlaliB and approva and are not available to anyone under 21 years. TOtehen costing £2jS50. 36 monthly repayments of EM-1 2- total amount repayable E3.388-32. 1^4-7 /b variable 1 
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Battle of the airwaves: As the regime crumbles, the nation is rejecting the stat e media s diet of lie 

Prrtestere " *** 


pull the 
plug on 
Milosevic’s 
cosy vision 
of Serbia 


Steve Crawshaw 

Belgrade 


"I want to live in the land of 
KTS," says a slogan on the 
streets of Belgrade. Certainly, 
the Serbia portrayed by Serbian 
Radio and Television (to give 
RTS its full title) seems a 
charmingly cosy place. Watch 
the television evening news and 
you wQJ learn: the economy is 
bloomings international links 
are flourishing; the President is 
a calm and confident hand on 
the tiller, bringing peace and 
prosperity to his country. There 
are occasional fleeting refer- 
ences to the story that has 
dominated front pages world- 
wide - mass protests which 
have threatened the regime as 
never before. But the protests 
appear small, and the views of 
tne opposition are never heard 
According to Belgrade, the 
demonstrations are, in any case, 
a foreign virus. Last Friday 
night, coverage of the protests 
consisted largely of a report at- 


tacking The Independent ’s guide 
to people power, published ear- 
lier in the week. The news said 
that publication of The Inde- 
pendent j*Ten Commandments'* 
showed the demonstrations were 
not homegrown, but deliberate- 
ly stirred up abroad 

Radio Belgrade is sometimes 
even more imaginative: one re- 
port talked of how a branch of 
the CIA hypnotised the demon- 
strators with black magic. The 
pro-government daily Politika 
ignores the demonstrations, or 
gleefully confines itself to quot- 
ing evidence of the splits in the 
opposition. 

The style of the television 
news is reminiscent of old-style 
Communism: lots of meetings 
and ceremonies and few 
glimpses of reality. Many who 
once supported Slobodan Milo- 
sevic talk bluntly of “terrible 
lies'*. Every night at 7.30pm, 
Belgrade echoes with clangs and 
whistles for a full half-hour, as 
Serbs hang out of their windows 
banging pots and pans to drown 



flares in 
fight for 
Serbian 
media 


Alison Smale 

Associated Press 


Channelling their efforts: Protesters block traffic in Belgrade during broadcasting of state-controlled TV evening news 


Photograph:AP 


out the news. “It's a nice feel- 
ing," said one Be [grader. “It 
helps people to feel solidarity." 

Side by side with the "regime 
news", however, alternative 
voices can be heard with in- 
creasing clarity. Broadcasting 
from some scruffy rooms on the 
fifth floor of an apartment block 
in Belgrade, the B92 radio sta- 
tion has gained both fame and 
influence, thanks partly to the 
authorities themselves. The au- 
thorities last month took B92 off 
the air for three days, describ- 
ing its broadcasts as "illegal '. 


B92 complained, and casually 
referred to domestic and inter- 
national interest in B92's prob- 
lems and a planned press 
conference. It miraculously 
turned out that the closedown 
was an unfortunate accident 
caused by a technical hitch. 

The broadcasting authority 
explained: “The broadcast was 
stopped due to a misfunction of 
the transmitter. Penetration of 
water into a coaxial antenna ca- 
ble created some interference 
of the transmitter and antenna 
system... The transmitter and 


antenna system are now fully 
operational". “Coaxial cable" 
has more or less become a syn- 
onym for "ludicrous excuse" in 
a newly sceptical Belgrade. 

B92's transmitter allows its 
output only to be heard in part 
of Belgrade. Within that limit- 
ed area, its audience has tripled 
from 300,000 to more than a 
million. But B92 is no longer 
alone. A student radio station. 
Index, has become enormous- 
ly popular. New newspaper ti- 
tles, like Qemokratija, are 
eagerly devoured. An opposi- 
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MUST END SOON! 
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ADDITIONAL Whirlpool OFFERS 


Right now for the January Sale, all cabinets in 

50 Kitchen and Bedroom ranges are reduced in price, most by 50% 


FREE 

HOOD 

wrtfi selected oven packs 



DISHWASHER 

WORTH £599.99 man ADG993 

when you spend E3J2S0 or more 
(excluding instsUs&on) 


50% OFF 

FREE 

AWG 320 

WASHER/DRYER 

• when you spend £3.250 or mtfa 
fexdudiftg installationi 

HOB 

with selectod even packs 


ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS GF THESE Afi £ MANY MORE OFFERS 1 
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tion news magazine. Vrerne, 
once read only by a tiny mi- 
nority. has doubled its circula- 
tion to 60,000. Previously timid 
papers have become bolder. 

Veran Malic, editor-in-chief 
of B92, is convinced that the 
changes in people’s think ing can 
no longer be rolled back, even 
by the violence that some still 
expect. He notes the contrast 
between the reaction to the 
takeover last year of Studio B. 
an independent Belgrade TV 
station, and the recent closure 
of B92. "When the govern- 
ment took over Studio B. 500 
people protested. When we 
were forbidden, the whole 
world protested . . . The last two 
months have meant more for 
the citizens of Serbia than the 
past 40 years." 

B92 has also become in- 
volved with publishing, for ex- 
ample, translations of The 
Death of Yugoslavia (an au- 
thoritative hisloty of the conflict 
by Laura Silber and Allan Lit- 


tle, to accompany the BBC se- 
ries of the same name), and an 
account of the Srebrenica mas- 
sacres in 1994. Neither book 
makes easy reading for Serbs; 
they are painfully generous 
with the truth. 

Mr Matic acknowledges that 
such tough reading will not im- 
mediately be popular. “Most 
people here still think Serbs 
didn't bomb Dubrovnik and 
Sarajevo isn't badly destroyed, 
and Srebrenica was an accident 
It will be difficult to change. 
There won’t be de-Nazifi ca- 
tion here, because the Hague 
tribunal has not done very well. 
They only get the little fish." 

He is sure that changes are 
on (he way. but that state tele- 
vision will be the last thing to 
change, “It will be the last thing 
Milosevic will give up. He’s the 
first East European ruler who 
understood the power of TV. He 
realised he can control society 
better with the TV than with the 
police." 


Kragujevac- Police beat up pro- 
testers in a central Serbian 
town yesterday during a face-oS 
over control of local media, and 
• the head of the local govern- 
ment warned that violence 
could spiral. 

Hundreds of police had bar- 
ricaded themselves ina’de the ra- 
dio and TV station in 
Kragujevac, about 90 miles 
south of Belgrade, to prevent 
their takeover by new city offi- 
cials, who support the Serbian 
opposition. 

Thousands of opponents to 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
surrounded the television sta- 
tion, and were threatening to 
use force to enter. 

About 30 cars and trucks 
blocked traffic on the main 
road between Kragujevac and 
Belgrade yesterday afternoon. 
But some 60 riot policemen 
charged with batons, badly beat- 
ing up two protesters and 
breaking up the blockade. 

Police arrested at least eight 
opposition activists during road 
blockades in several dries, as the 
opposition called for its sup- 
porters to block roads across the 
Serb republic. 

Kragujevac was won by op- 
ponents of Mr Milosevic in lo- 
cal elections in November. In 
contrast to his treatment of 
many other dries and towns in 
Serbia, Mr Milosevic has al- 
lowed the opposition ro take 
power there. 

Control of the media is a cen- 
tral issue in the struggle between 
Mr Milosevic and the opposi- 
tion. Whoever wins city hall con- 
trols load radio and television 
stations. Mr Milosevic has used 
a monopoly on the media to 
keep support, especially in 
provincial towns and rural ar- 
eas, He needs to have control 
of the media message this year 
as Serbia prepares for presi- 
dential and parliamentary 
elections. 


Albania’s rulers claim 
no part in money scam 


Andrew Gumbel 


Faced with the nightmare of 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple seeking redress for the loss 
of their hard-currency savings. 
Albania's government yesterday 
used a combination of repres- 
sion and legislative reform to try 
to distance itself from the col- 
lapse of three of the country's 
so-called “pyramid" investment 
schemes. 

A new law rushed through 
parliament, which acts as a 
rubber-stamp for the ruling 
Democratic Parly, formally 
banned the pyramid schemes 
and threatened prison sen- 
tences of up to 2l I years For any- 
one w ho tries to organise them. 

At the same lime, more than 
US) people were arrested up 


and down the country - some 
for their role in the financial 
scams and others for their part 
in an anti-government demon- 
stration in the capital. Tirana, 
last Sunday that was brutally 
broken up by secret service 
agents and riot police. 

Two of the most prominent 
pyramid scheme organisers. 
Bashlim DrLza and Rapush 
Xhaferi, were detained and 
charged with fraud. Among 
the 53 people detained for tak- 
ing pan in the Tirana demon- 
stration were several senior 
members of opposition parties, 
including the •secretary-gener- 
al of the Socialist Party, Rcxhep 
MeiJuni, and the loader of the 
Social Democrat Party, 
Skcndcr Gjinushi. 

Clearly, the aim was to in- 


timidate the Albanian opposi- 
tion into silence while trying to 
reassure up to half a million dis- 
appointed investors that the 
government had nothing to do 
with the pyramid schemes or 
their failure. 

In a country as autocratic as 
Albania, it seems inconceivable 
that the pyramid schemes could 
have flourished without the 
government's consent. Reveai- 
ingly, the arrests did not affect 
pyramid schemes still in 
business. 

The government’s action did 
not deter several hundred peo- 
ple who took to the streets yes- 
terday in the northern town of 
Shkoder chanting overtly anti- 
government slogans. “The gov- 
ernment should go, we want our 
money!" they shouted. 


FINAL NOTICE 

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION 

„ NA TIONAL FINE ART LIQUIDATORS. WE ARF TINTlliT? 
QJSTOUCTIONS TO DISPOSE OF STOCKS moimmTOEtf 
PENALTIES, SURCHARGES AND INTEREST fiJST a 
EXCISE No. 64381703 (NO BID REFUSED?! ^Slots TOXBESOLD. 

tDUE TO CANCELLED ORDERS AND RAD DEBTS) 

- , . . D1 . e . NEW LOUNGE SUITES 

Chc-slt-rfirlds. Plain. Striped. Floral 2 and 3-waters, and chairs, by lading British manufentar*™ 
** ° ,flt,ng Est fro® £300 COMPLETE. 

Wainii m i? £ PARTNERSHIP) HAND-MADE FURNITURE 

■W.walUh,^ 

Chcrf*. armchaTK. dm,* JSSSUSSS 

W^BSHESSSr' 

oriental porwUm 87 LOTS. BEST BID ONTHEDAX* 1 contincntal 

Jit. Alfred Vickers. J. Wobb, J. M. DucWj 
l. 

R. Gilronan, Sir William ' 

Hardy. Marc UK Stone. Est JhS J&fSLOra. TW '’ ****** 

' hSIOSJLSP™ 00 WAREHOUSES) 
^hand-knotted RUGS AND CARPETS 

Silk, Russian, Persian Turkish. Oriental Bokhara, Jaipor SujSrwasb 
5 *:) to 12 x 9. 70 LOTS, Estfrom &Q. 

. .. miscellaneous 

Antique and World War Two Deactivated guns. 


NATIONAL. LONDON OLYMPIA 
3KU KENSINGTON HIGH STREET. LONDON 
AUCTION SUNDAt, 26th JANUARY 1907 
PREVIEW injSQam AUCTION BEGINS 12 NOW SHARP 


F.nOKVXiR SEAT BY PHONING 0151 549 29 li NATIONAL FINF ARTS 
t "fb. .V ccms Vk;; cheque. Transas. Delivery 

H.un ilothcd security mid video sunreEflanw} 7 














ulers claim 
noney scan 



... i !.WS V 


- . ,';.i 

“ 'Vm* 
-JI 




THE INDEPENDENT ■ FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 1997 ; *± 

international 


Guillotines add a 
barbaric touch to 
Algeria’s bloodbath 


The Islamic Armed Croup 
(GIA). the most violent or the 
Algerian regime’s “Islamist" 
opponents, has been displaying 
a new machine in the suburbs 
of Algiers. 

It is a primitive version of 
Madame La Guillotine, a 
makeshift head-cutter with an 
iron blade to which its victims 
are subjected after being 
dragged from their homes. 

According to residents, the 
guillotine is mounted on a lor- 
ry. Those condemned to die by 
the GIA are taken from their 
apartments and, their mouths 
stuffed with newspaper, are 
guillotined on the truck before 
the vehicle is driven off in 
search of further “enemies of 
Islam". 

Can any more horrors be vis- 
ited upon the people of Alge- 
ria? As usual, the holy month 
of Ramadan has produced a 
new bloodbath in the villages 
and towns around the capital. 
The latest campaign of throat- 
cutting and car bombs has 
slaughtered as many innocents 
as the OAS (Secret Army Or- 
ganisation) of disaffected “pieds 
noirs ” killed in the last days of 
French rule in 1962. 

In the villages of Beni Slie- 


Islamists are now 
dragging people 
from their homes 
and cutting off 
their heads, writes 
Robert Fisk 

man, 57 civilians have been 
murdered - 49 of them wor- 
shippers in the mosque of Sidi 
Abdelaziz, backed to death hy 
50 armed men who entered the 
building during evening prayers 
last Friday. 

At Bouchrahil, five more 
were beheaded. Another 30 - 
the figure may be much higher 
- died on Wednesday evening 
when a car bomb exploded in 
a shopping area of Boufarik, 
wounding another 30, just after 
the ending of the Ramadan fast 
when residents emerged from 
their homes to buy food. 

Even Iran and the Lebanese 
Hizbollah, who routinely refer 
to their “brothers” fighting the 
forces of the Algerian govern- 
ment, have been shocked hy the 
latest atrocities. Who controls 
the GIA? Who stands to gain 
from the savagery now perpe- 


trated daily in Algeria? The 
government, incredibly, has 
remained silent, to rhe fury of 
those privately-owned newspa- 
pers which dare to criticise the 
regime. The Islamic Armed 
Group, the military wing of 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
(F3S) — the cancellation of 
whose certain win at 1992 elec- 
tions provoked the civil war - 
claim that the authorities have 
infiltrated the GIA and have en- 
couraged the carnage in order 
to discredit the opposition. The 
government blames “funda- 
mentalist terrorism". 

For ordinary Algerians and 
particularly (hose millions who 
live around Algiers itself (for 
Oran and other areas have 
been relatively free of such 
barbarism) daily life is one of 
continuous terror. 

At least 23 civilians were 
killed - some estimates say 42 
- in a booby-trapped car which 
exploded in the working-class 
Bclcourl neighbourhood of 
Algiers. Ten more died when a 
bomb exploded next to a bus on 
the heights above the city, dose 
to the monument commemo- 
rating the million Algerians 
who were killed in the 1954-62 
war of independence against 



Pointless slaughter: Algerians covering the body of one of the victims of a car bombing in the centre of Algiers in which at least 20 were 
killed and 60 wounded. Tens of thousands have been killed in the civil war between the government and fundamentalists Photograph: AP 


France. No more symbotie site 
could have been selected by i he 
bombers. 

Yet only two weeks ago, gov- 
ernment ministers were yet 
again claiming they were con- 


fronting only “residual terror- 
ism" In a rare act of courage, 
the daily Le Matin accused the 
authorities of “the offence of 
silence". The government, it 
said, “should speak to the peo- 


ple now, at this moment of 
mourning ... to reassure Lhem, 
to share in tbeir agony.” Lib- 
erte asked how the bombings 
could take place after the se- 
curity forces had announced so 


many “victories" against their 
armed opponents. “Where are 
all these bombs coining from? 
How can they be made with 
such ease? Who are the master- 
minds?" 


The Algerian Prime Minister 
stated two months ago that 
80,000 Algerians had died in the 
war. The ITS claims the figure 
is 120.000. The government, 
however, remains silent. 


Patten ridicules Hong Kong turncoats 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Hong Kong’s Governor, Chris 
Patten, has decided to get per- 
sonal - really personal - when 
attacking those who have aban- 
doned what he regards as their 
previous principles and joined 
Chinese-appointed bodies. 

Having previously tried gen- 
tle persuasion, punctuated by 
occasional eruptions of anger, 
Mr Patten now appears to have 
opted for a strategy of all-out 
attack in the dying days of his 
governorship. 

Transforming the normally 
staid and rarely humourous, 
chamber of the colony’s Leg- 
islative Council into an ap- 
proximation of the House of 
Commons on one of the rough- 
est days at the dispatch box, Mr 
Patten yesterday picked off the 
former members of the Gover- 
nor's cabinet and others who are 
now supporting China’s plans to 
change civil rights legislation, 
primarily the Bill of Rights. 

Digging into the archives, 
he quoted from speeches they 
had made in their previous ca- 
pacities supporting the Bill of 
Rights ana warning of attacks 
on civil liberties. He quoted 
Maria Tam, a former cabinet 
member, now a stalwart of the 
new order, as saying in 1991 
that she believed the Bill of 
Rights to be “a proper arrange- 
ment in safeguarding the rights 
of those who live in this terri- 
tory now and in the years to 
come*. 

And Panl Cheng, a leading 
business representative who 
has taken to mounting person- 
al attacks on the Governor, 
looked sheepish as Mr Patten 
dragged out a speech he made 
in 1990 describing the Bill as 


strengthening “the foundations 
of the existing legal system by 
giving due recognition to the civ- 
il and political rights of our cit- 
izenry". 

Yesterday's performance by 
Mr Patten represented his most 
public demonstration of anger 
against leading members of 
Hong Kong's 61ite whom he be- 
lieves have done nothing to pro- 
tect the colony's dvfl liberties. 
“These are the people", said 
one of his officials, “who have 
gone from a garden party at 
Buckingham Palace to a ban- 
quet at the Great Hall of the 
People jin Peking] without 
dropping into Damascus to an- 
nounce their conversion". 

The Governor even turned 
on Andrew Wbng, the President 
of the Legislative Council, who 
was sitting next to him, and will 
tomorrow attempt to secure 
the presidency of the rival Chi- 
nese-appointed. provisional leg- 
islature when It bolds its first 
meeting across the border in 
Shenzhen. Mr Patten dismis- 
sive ly described this body as the 
“Shenzhen debating society*]. 

Asked how he felt about sit- 
ting next to Mr Wong, he said, 
“I am a man of legendary char- 
ity", adding: “Everybody has to 
justify their actions, everybody 
has to be at ease with their con- 
science’*. listening, the hard- 
smoking and hard-drinking Mr 
Wong cheerfully declared that 
he too was a man of legendary 
charity. 

Mr Patten said that the rival 
body would create a “terrible le- 
gal muddle" and warned that 
the incoming government 
would spend its early days fight- 
ing legal battles to sort out the 
chaos created by having lo cope 
with laws enacted by a provi- 
sional body while the legally 
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constituted legislature was still 
in being. 

Although Mr Patten had 
even his enemies laughing as 
he deployed his sharpest irony 
to put them down, there was no 
mistaking the feeling that he was 
also burning all bridges in a fi- 
nal attempt to prevent China 
from turning the clock back on 
a number of democratic and 
civil rights reforms. 

Kerry McGlynn, the Gover- 
nor' s spokesman, denied that he 
was becoming too personal. 
“He’s trying to make the point 
that there's something the peo- 
ple of Hong Kong can do. He's 
trying to put the heat on mem- 
bers of the Preparatory Com- 
mittee [which is advising China 
on law changes] to get this re- 
versed," explained Mr 
McGlynn. 

Communications between 
the Governor and Chinese of- 
ficials have broken down. His 
most senior civil servants are 
anxious about their future un- 
der the new regime and spend- 
ing more time listening to Tung 
Chee-hwa, the new head of 
government. 

They know that close associ- 
ation with Mr Patten will not be 
considered as a path to career 
advancement 



Peking replies with its 
own barrage of scorn 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Handover countdown: A woman in Hong Kong setting 
out 1997 souvenirs, including the new deep pink HK 
Special Administrative Region flag Photograph: AFP 


It is no surprise that China is 
blaming Chris Patten for 
Britain’s protest this week about 
Peking’s proposed amendments 
to Hong Kong's laws. “This 
was an angry act by Chris Pat- 
ten who was ashamed that his 
long-time confrontation with 
China had been unfruitful." 
said Zhang Junsheng, deputy di- 
rector of Xinhua News Agency 
in Hong Kong, China’s de fac- 
to diplomatic representation in 
the colony. 

But while Mr Patten will re- 
main China’s most-despised ad- 
versary in Hong Kong. Peking’s 
strategy these days is primarily 
one of scorn. Gone are the 
days when the mainlavd news- 
papers weekly vilified the Hong 
Kong Governor as “a man of 
guilt for 1,000 generations", 
“the whore”, “the serpent", 
“the tango dancer", and some- 


one who should be consigned to 
“the dustbin of history]’. 

The colourful invective is no 
more. These days the Chinese 
propaganda machine prefers to 
dismiss Mr Patten as a man who 
failed in his attempt to outwit 
China -when, that is. they both- 
er to mention him at all This 
week, in response to Mr Patten’s 
attack on China's moves to di- 
lute the Bfll of Rights as 'legal 
nonsense", the foreign ministry 
spokesman. Sben Guofang, 
merely shrugged off the gover- 
nor's “so-called statement". It is 
lame stuff, by comparison with 
what came before. 

From China's point of view, 
Mr Patten is a Governor-who is 
amply string out the next five 
months before departing into 
the sunset of British colonial 
rule. China's leaders are confi- 
dent that they now call the 
shots, with suitable support 
from leading Hong Kong fig- 
ures. Protests from Britain are 


similarly given short shrift now 
by China, which maintains that 
the departing colonial power 
has no right to interfere in in- 
ternal Chinese affairs. 

“We cannot accept the 
British protest, it is also total- 
ly unreasonable and the so- 
called protest is unwise," Mr 
Shen said yesterday, after 
Wednesday's summons by the 
Foreign Office to China's am- 
bassador in London to lodge 
Britain's “serious concern”. 
“The British side is always forc- 
ing its will upon others and this 
will not work,” said Mr Shen. 

Rom now on, anything which 
China does in Hong Kong will 
be presented as righting the 
wrongs of the Patten adminis- 
tration. Mr Sben yesterday said 
China's plan to amend or repeal 
the 25 laws and ordinances was 
merely reversing unilateral 
changed made by Mr Patten and 
Britain. “It is fair and reason- 
able,” Mr Shen insisted. 



WILL THE COCONUT 

DANCERS 0F 
LANCASHIRE 

REMEMBER their 



I 


Up to £6,000 


Don’t miss the 


u 


ESSENTIAL 

EVENTS 

of 1997 ** 


In the 

INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 
on 26 January 1997 


m association \sith 


I 


GUINNESS 



Not a bad bank 



for January. 


Move your mortgage to TSB 
and you’ll only have one money 
worry: what to do with your 
cheque for up to £6,000 cashback. 
Settle some bills or book a holiday ? 




'’mortgage'* 

.CHALLENGE, 





Maybe both. Phew! January’s 
looking brighter already. Take 
up the challenge now , , call TSB 
PhoneBank free on the number 
below for a quotation. 


CALL FREE 

Quoting ref INT2 


0500 758 OOO 


Mortgage Quotation Line 



We want you 
to say 


YES 


To Obtain £6,000 cashback, a mongage erf £142AQD and three eCgUe mnance predicts am required 
Typeaf mampte' baaed on an endowment mortgage of £40,000 on a property vafcied « £60.000 icpaynbia alter 25 jew 1300 monthly payments) to finance a homo puthaaa 
Iw a non-smohrftg couple (rate aged 27 and female aged Zb yean). Monthly payments at TSETs outfitted vanabto nee. currently 7J6*b {APR 75%) wotrfd be £214 48. Total 
pose amouit payable (TAP.): £1 12738. APR and TAP. mdiida typed legal lees: El 10. Examples aastrfnes TSB Property Plus TSB MartgageSra (normal mnmum femi 1 
year and 1 month respectively) and a TSB Hamefcuyois Pokey hBrt been taken and a cash sun of E1.S96 has been taken as an alternative to a ona year discount of 4.74<ft. For 
mortgagee over £15.001. Aaagnment / — Ignaiion of a suitable Be pobey may be retimed by the bank as eeevity. Tax nW ei 1EAb on £30,000 is assumed. The value ol urete 
p a lan-fafcad endowment or pension plan can go down at art* as cp and toe caah value of your plan a Ml guaranteed. TSB diequa account required. Applicable must bo aged 
1 8 « <w- Subject to statue. Not sradsbte m the Channel letends. Written quotingne amiable on request. Cans may be recorded and monowad. TSB Bar* pie and TSB Bank 
Scotland pic are representative^ of the TSB Marketing Gimp, voted) e regulated by the Aeraonaf investment Authority only tor TSB Me naumnea. pennon*, uni trusts and 
otaittre vrraewKrta- Advc£ & recnm.'wndationa retee ortfy to the investments o( Hie TSB Marketing Group. TSB Bank pte. Uctora House, VicKsia Sqiteia. Birmingham HI 1BZ. 
Regstarad n England «i Wats. Mentor 1 089260. TS8 Bank Scotland pte. Heniy Duncan House. 1 30 George Straw. Ednbugh EH3 4LH. tfegfanred m Scotland. Number 96237. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHE-R LOAN SECURED ON IT. 







international 












_ the tV DEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 24 .IANUABY lggH iBS 

UN leader 

turns the page 

on American 
animosity 



Life line: Rwandan and Buruncfian refugees unbaring food at Shabunda camp In eastern Zaire where 35,000 people have been living since fighting erupted in December Photogaphr-AFP 

Praying for a miracle in Zaire 


Mary Braid 

Kinshasa 

When Zaire's president. Gen- 
eral Mobutu Sese Seko, re- 
turned to his crumbling, 
war-tom country last month 
thousands thronged to Kin- 
shasa airport to greet him. Tens 
of thousands more lined the 
broken and pitted 12-mile road 
into the capital and crammed 
Kinshasa's main street. 

This “spontaneous” outburst 
of affection from one of the 
poorest nations in the world 
surety even brought a tear to the 
eye of a corrupt old dictator, 
back on home soil after four 
months treatment in the south 
of France for prostate cancer. 

When Mr Mobutu left Kin- 
shasa to return to France for 
more treatment two weeks lat- 
er he sneaked to the airport by 
side roads. There was no big: 


event staging; no special trans- 
port to deliver waving crowds to 
the roadsides and no laminat- 
ed gold name cards for the army 
of foreign journalists who flew 
in for the president's return and 
were astonished by the unchar- 
acteristic organisational s kills of 
a regime which has grown rich 
and fat while presiding over the 
slow death of Zaire. 

People who spotted Mr 
Mobutu's entourage on its way 
to the airport booed the presi- 
dent; a brave few, legend now 
has it, even threw stones. This 
week, Kengo wa Dondo, the 
Prime Minister appointed dur- 
ing Mr Mobutu’s short visit 
home, issued a rallying call to 
all Zaireans to support a major 
military offensive to retake 
eastern Zaire from the rebels 
who swept through the region 
three months ago. 

Patriotic demonstrations 


paralysed the capital when the 
Rwandan-backed rebellion in 
eastern Zaire began. This week, 
as mercenaries from France, 
South Africa and Angola as- 
sembled 800 miles east in 
Kisangani to replace the unpaid 
and thu g gish Zairean troops 
who retreated from the enemy, 
the nationalist appeal met an 
eerie silence in the capital. 

Satellite has defeated the 
state propaganda machine. In 
television interviews. Laurent 
Kabila - the rebel leader con- 
demned as a traitor by the gov- 
ernment - has convinced many 
Zaireans that his rebellion is 
home-grown, and not merely 
the creation of Rwanda. He is 
now a potential saviour, a close 
second to Etienne Ishisekedi. 
the main opposition leader. 

The city is alive with ru- 
mours that Mr Kabila was in 
Kinshasa on Christmas Day. 


When he launched his insur- 
rection, he promised Zaire he 
would reach Kinshasa by then. 
Zaireans ignore the near im- 
possibility of such a feat: 800 
miles of roadless jungle sepa- 
rates the capital from the con- 
flict But the desperate must be 
allowed to believe in miracles . 

“1 would support Kabila if he 
came to Kinshasa," says Janu- 
ary, 34. born two years after Mr 
Mobutu took power. In his life- 
time, Zaire’s economy has col- 
lapsed and its infrakructure 
disappeared. The old colonial 
roads peter out into jungle just 
outside the city. 

January has never had a job. 
His two young children are in 
hospital. In a country where in- 
flation is more than 4,000 per 
cent, barter is the mainstay of 
the economy. At a hospital 
pawn shop, full of domestic ap- 
pliances, January has just hand- 


ed over a suitcase - one of his 
few possessions - to meet his 
children’s medical bills. 

He lays his misery right at Mr 

Mobutu’s door. “When he was 
back he promised much and 
changed nothing,” he said. The 
President raised hopes when he 
returned by saying he was lis- 
tening to the nation and would 
respond positively to their de- 
mands. Kinshasa celebrated, 
sure that Mr Mobuto meant he 
would reinstate Mr "Bhisekedi 
as prime minister. “Instead he 
made sure Mr Kengo, his pup- 
pet, was appointed,” said Jan- 
uary. “We just want change 
from anyone who can give it." 

Like almost everyone in Kin- 
shasa January is involved in a 
new defiance campaign; refus- 
ing to use new bank notes issued 
last week because they weaken 
an already worthless currency. 
Mr Mobutu had the good sense 


to head back to his French vil- 
la before the notes were re- 
leased. In the last few months, 
the zaire (the national curren- 
cy) has halved in value from 
80,000 to the dollar to 160,000. 

‘They are happy to issue the 
new bills though it means more 
misery for us," says Lady Mat- 
shiaba, 25, a baker. The new 
notes -nicknamed the prostate 
- are shunned all over town; and 
those who ignore the popular 
protest are beaten by other cit- 
izens in the street. “We call it 
the prostate," said a local 
teacher, “because cancer kills 
and this money may kill us”. 

■ Kinshasa (Reuter) — The 
government said yesterday that 
the army had launched its 
promised counter-offensive in 
the east and recaptured the 
town of Walikale. A defence 
ministry statement said that < 
100 rebels had been killed. 


David Usbome 

Washington 

With gentle humour and econ- 
omy of speech as his most 
potent weapons, the new Sec- 
retary General of the United 
Nations, Kofi Annan, was m 
Washington yesterday on ms 
first, and arguably his most ur- 
gent, mission beyond head- 
quarters: to regain for the UN 
the affection - and the dollars 
- of the United States. 

In serial meetings over three 
days, which included talks yes- 
terday with President Bill Clin- 
ton, Mr Annan sought to begin 

i turning the page on UN-US re- 
lations. “This is a time for heal- 
ing," he said on his arrival. T 
want to put behind us our dif- 
ferences and our sometimes 
acrimonious disagreements . 

At the White House, Mr 
Annan vowed again to launch 
a serious programme of UN re- 
form by the summer, while Mr 
Clinton laid out his own plans 
to settle most of the outstand- 
ing American debt to the UN 
of more than Slbn (£600,000) 
by 1999. It was an exchange of 
promises, however, that may be 
harder for either side to honour 
than anyone was willing yes- 
terday to admit 

Mr Annan comes here with 
one overriding advantage: his 
name is not Boutros Boutros 
Ghali. Indeed, it was the din- 
ton administration that pro- 
pelled him to the mountain-top 
by blocking Mr Boutros Ghali’s 
re-election as Secretary Gen- 
eral, claiming he bad been too 
reluctant to attempt serious 
UN reform. 

“Some have suggested that 
this visit will be my American 
honeymoon," Mr Annan 
quipped during the flight from 
New York. “Others say I am 
w alking into the lion's den”. 

That there has already been 
a change in atmosphere, at 
least, is evident At a reception 
hosted on Wednesday night by 
Vice President AI Gore, Mr An- 
nan joked easily about the con- 
spiracy claims circulated by the 
UN's shrillest critics - that it is 
bent on world domination. 


-You can tell your people that 
we don’t have any black heli- 
copters and we are not about 
to invade," he said. Mr Annans 
spokesman, Fred Eckhard 
ssJd: “The vibrations are very 

S °Anx)ng the UN aides also on 

the Washington visit is Maunce 
Strong, a Canadian business- 
man appointed by Mr Annan 
last weekend to head-up a re- 
form task force. Mr Strong, who 
is receiving $1 in salary for bis 
efforts, is charged with coming 
up with a broad reform package 
within six months. 

It remains uncertain, howev- 
er, whether anything Mr Strong 
proposes will be strong enough 
medicine to impress the UN’s 
many detractors on Capitol 
Hill Among the most important 
of theses Jesse Helms, the scep- 
tical rbaTT-man of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee with 

whom Mr Annan also had a first 

meeting yesterday. 

Mr Strong has already 
warned that any reforms - 
which are fikety to affect not just 
the UN Secretariat but also all 
of its specialised agencies and 
funds around the world — will 
have to win the support not just 
of the US but of all the UN 
membership, including coun- 
tries in the developing world 
“That means that not everything 
the US wants is going to come 
out they way they want it," he 
said in Washington. 

W innin g over Congress is vi- 
tal however, because without its 
support. President Clinton’s re- 
payment plan will turn to dust 
and the financial crisis that the 
UN has been struggling through 
for years will worsen. In the 
draft 1998 budget that will go 
before Congress shortly, Mr 
Clinton is asking that $100m in 
US dues be paid off in October 
this year while an additional 
$900m would be dispersed lat- 
er, probably in 1999, on condi- 
tion that reforms had been 
executed. 

“We will do our part" Mr 
Gore told Mr Annan at Wednes- 
day’s reception. “We respect you 
for the person you are are and 
the leader you have become”. 


Army thinkers draw line 
between peace and war 
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British military thinkers be- 
lieve they have have solved one 
of the most difficult problems 
for strategists, as they shift 
from a 200-year-old preoccu- 
pation with wars between states 
to trying to stop other people's 
wars, primarily internal ones. 

Is there a difference between 
“peace enforcement” - limited 
strikes on recalcitrant warring 
factions, such as those against 
the Bosnian Serbs in autumn 
1 995 - and limited war, as it was 
waged in the Gulf or the Fall- 
lands. If so, what is it? 

There is, they said this week. 
And the key, they say, is im- 
partiality. Their conclusions 
were announced at a three-day 
conference on international 
pcace-kecping held in the In- 
dian Army Room at Sandhurst 
and were given in a talk by 
Lieutenant-General Mike Jack- 
son. the former commander of 
the British-led, south-western 
sector in Bosnia. He is now com- 
mander of Nato's Rapid Reac- 
tion Corps. 

Traditionally, the British have 
not been good at “doctrine”. 
But, starting with the publica- 
tion in 1994 of the provisional 
British doctrine for “Wider 
Peacekeeping” they have found 
Lhemselves in the forefront of 
the debate. The Indian Army 
Room was an oddly appropri- 
ate setting - all that imperial 
policing made the British ex- 
perts in dealing with “complex 
emergencies”, such as Bosnia, 
Rwanda and Somalia. 

‘'Wider Peacekeeping" set 
out a model in which traditional 
peace-keeping - policing an 
agreement between two former 
warriag sides - and “wider 

peacekeeping" — maintaining 

peace and assisting humani- 
1 tarian aid in a volatile environ- 
. meat - were separated from 
more warlike military opera- 
tions tty the line of consent 

The warring parties broadly 
consented to the peace-keepers 
befog there, and even if there 
were shoot-outs with unruly 
members of the warring fac- 
tions, as In Bosnia, that did not 
violate the overall consent. 

Crossing the consent line, 
what Gen Sir Michael Rose 
called the “Mogadishu line” 
after the US switch to more war- 
like operations in Somalia in 


British strategists find new ground 
between peace-keeping and war, 
reports Christopher Bellamy 


October 1993, was akin to cross- 
ing the Rubicon. 

Once a peace-keeping force 
shattered the consent which 
was the authority for its pres- 
ence, there might be no way 
back. On the other side lay 
peace enforcement and war. 
Nobody had addressed the is- 
sue of whether there was a real 
difference between them. 

In August 1995 the Western 
powers crossed the Rubicon in 
Bosnia with air and artillery 
strikes against the Serbs. It was 
recognised they bad crossed 
over to “peace enforcement", 
but nobody was dear how that 
differed from limited war. 

“The key doctrinal issue is 
whether and if so in what way 
peace enforcement differs from 
war”, Gen Jackson said. Gen 
Jackson produced a diagram 
with two lines, one dividing 
peace-keeping from peace en- 
forcement, as before, and one di- 
viding peace enforcement from 
war. The latter was labelled “im- 
partiality”. If consent was the 
Mogadishu line, impartiality 


can perhaps be seen as the 
“line m the sand” that led to the 
1991 Gulf War against Iraq. 

“The idea was that peace en- 
forcement and war were more 
or less the same thing. That once 
you crossed the Mogadishu line 
you were at war”, he said. The 
reluctance to switch to more ag- 
gressive measures against the 
Bosnian Serbs sprang in part 
from a conviction that once you 
crossed the Mogadishu line you 
might find yourself at war. Had 
the existence of a second barri- 
er been recognised, the UN and 
Nato might have crossed the Mo- 
gadishu line and hit the Serbs 
sooner. 

Both peace-keeping and 
peace enforcement come under 
the heading of “peace support 
operations”. These, Gen Jack- 
son explained, “are designed to 
conclude conflict by conciliation 
among the competing parties, 
by helping to overcome the 
underlying causes of conflict 
rather than a superficial termi- 
nation of the conflict by force. 
Thus, a more stable settlement. 


not military victory, is the ulti- 
mate measure of success and the 
use of ndlitaiy force will be con- 
strained by the long-term re- 
quirements of peace building”. 

The main difference between 
peace enforcement and war 
was impartiality. In peace en- 
forcement, it was directed 
against anyone who violated 
agreements. The key differ- 
ence from war is there was no 
designated “enemy”. Peace en- 
forcement is defined as “coer- 
cive operations carried out to 
restore peace in a situation of 
chaos or between belligerent 
parties who may not all consent 
to intervention.” 

If there is little inclination by 
the parties to agree to peace- 
making, a readiness to fight and 
escalate might be appropriate. 
If such a doctrine nad existed 
in 1992, it is possible the UN 
would have gone into Bosnia 
and Somalia on that basis and 
not as “peace-keepers”. 

“We went through a real Al- 
ice in Wonderland world where 
we had peace-keepers keeping 
a non-existent peace, safe areas 
that weren’t safe”, Gen Jackson 
said. With a second boundary 
established in the uncharted 
area beyond the consent line, 
that may not happen again 


mt 


British UN forces in Sarajevo. The shift from major wars between states to limited 
internal conflicts is forcing the army to rethink its doctrine Photograph: Reuter^ 
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Clinton acts to 
end campaign 
funds scandal 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


In the wake of ihc most ex- 
pensive elections in history, 
months of revelations about 
seamy Democratic fundraising, 
and now the humiliation of 
a Republican Speaker over his 
financial dealings, a new effort 
is underway to achieve genuine 
campaign finance reform. 

The first step has come from 
the President, within barclv 24 
hours of his inauguration for a 
second term and at almost the 
some moment that a mortified 
Congress voted to reprimand 
Newt Gingrich and fine him 
S300,000 (£180,000) for lying 
over his allegedly improper use 
of tax-exempt money. 

Still smarting Brora’ the furore 
over the millions of dollars 
which Sowed into his own De- 
mocratic Party's coffers from 
dubious sources last year, Mr 
Clinton announced a ban on 
contributions from foreign cit- 
izens and corporations, includ- 
ing their US subsidiaries, a 
$100,000 cap on individual do- 
nations and close scrutiny of all 
contributions over S5.000. 

Thus the party hopes to avoid 
repeats of such 1996 embar- 
rassments as Vice-President A1 
Gore's participation at a $5,000- 
a-monk fundraiser at a Buddhist 
temple in Los Angeles, tbe 
Slim gratefully accepted by the 
Democratic National Commit- 
tee from questionable Indone- 
sian and other Asian sources 
(only to be shamefacedly re- 
turned) and red carpet White 


House treatment for major 
benefactors, a couple of whom 
at least, it later transpired, 
faced criminal charges. 

The embarrassment did not 
end with election .victory: al- 
though Janet Reno, the Attor- 
ney General, has resisted 
demands to appoint yet anoth- 
er independent counsel to ex- 
plore passible White House 
wrongdoing, Republicans have 
lined up a battery of Congres- 
sional hearings into allegations 
of corruption. Thus “lodo-gate*’ 
bodes fair to join Whitewater, 
the purloined FBI personnel 
files and the While House trav- 
el office firings among real or 
imagined Clinton scandals. 

But the presidential bid to re- 
claim the high ground on the 
issue may prove as cosmetic, 
and as futile as every other re 
cent attempt to break the ad 
diet -like dependency of 
American politics on money. 

it may true, as Roy Romcr, 
the Colorado Governor and 
new genera! chairman of the 
Democratic party, maintains, 
that the new rules would have 
cost the DNC $6.5m had they 
been in effect last year. But that 
is a drop in the bucket of the stu- 
pefying $1.6bn (£lbn) spent on 
the 1996 presidential and con- 
gressional elections. 

Another problem is “soft 
money," the contributions the- 
oretically destined for party or- 
ganisations which are then 
channelled into individual cam- 
paigns. They generated about 
SlOOm for Republicans and 
Democrats alike in the last 
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US considers Cknada snubs 
more cuts in 
nuclear arms 

The US said it was studying 
more big cuts in nuclear 
warheads under a possible 
Start-3 treaty with Russia as 
part of its quadrennial 
defence review of security 
policy. The Pentagon 
declined to confirm or deny 
a Washington* Post report 
that warheads could be cut 
by 1,000-1.500 on either side- 
But officials said Russia's 
lower house of parliament, 
the Duma, must ratify the 
pending Start-2 treaty to cut 
warheads on each side to 
3,500 before Start-3 could be 
settled. Reuter- Washington 


over 


In the biggest snub by an ally 
yet to Washington s policy of 
isolating and persecuting the 
Castro regime, Canada sent 
Lloyd Axworthy, its Foreign 
Minister, to Cuba and signed 
a pact with Havana seeking, 
among other things, to 
protect foreign investors 
who fall foul of a US law 
punishing them for doing 
business with the regime. 
Rupert CormveB - Washington 


Bardot cleared 
cf race charge 

A Paris court cleared 
Brigitte Bardot of mating 
racial hatred by saying the 
country was being invaded 
by sheep-slaughtering 
Muslims. Reuter - Paris 

i 

Capital gain 
for war hero 

The Chechen President, 
Zel imkh an Yandaibiyey, 
signed an order renaming 
the regional capitalGrazny 
in honour of the separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dpdayev. 
It will now be known as 
Dzbokhar-Gbala (City of 
Dzhokhar). Dudaye* was 
killed by a Russian rocket 
attack m April last year. 
Radar - Grozny ^ 

t 

I 

Seoul vows to 
ease labour law 

The OECD said Soutli 
Korea expressed willingness 
to revise a law that sparked 
violence and soured 
relations with the dub of 
industrialised nations. The 
law “does not fully meet the 
Korean government’s 
commitments on ... 
collective bargaining." Jhe 
OECD said after meeting 
South Korean officials. ' 
OECD objections centred 
on curbs put on unions \ 
under the law. AP - Paris 
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move 

qci^fezigold! 

The Swiss government andi 
banks agreed to set upa, 1 
Holocaust memorial run das 


towards world Jewish groups 
critidal of Switzerland’s 
wartime finanrial role. 
Rader-Zarich 


Last trial of 
collaborators 

Tbe French Supreme Court 
ordered Maurice Papon, 86, 
to stand trial for sending 
1,560 Jews to Nazi death 
camps in 1942-44. The trial, 
after a 15-year legal 
marathon, wDl probably be 
France’s last chance to put 
wartime Nazi collaboration 
in the dock. Reuter- Paris 

Amnesty slates 
UN on Rwanda 

Amnesty International 
accused the UNHCR of 
betraying its prindples by 
encouraging the expulsion of 
thousands of refugees in 
central Africa. Mass returns 
of Hutu refugees to Rwanda 
and Burundi would not end 
the crisis and could be 
followed by fresh explosions 
of ethnic hatred that would 
lead to another exodus. 
Reuter- Geneva 

Taliban on 
the offensive 

The Afghan Muslim Taliban 
militia captured three key 
towns and part of the Salang 
Pass. They seized 
Jabal-os-Siraj, Gulbahar and 
Ghortb and pushed to within 
. 13 miles of the tunnel that 
- leads into northern 
provinces held by the Uzbek 
genera! Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. 

Saiaug Pass -Reuter 

MPfe cheesed 
(ff with Macs 

Israeli MBs want 
McDonald’s to bold the 
cheese - at least in television 
adverts. The Knesset 
education committee " : " - 
demanded that -ateievision 
station refrain- showing ads 
for cheeseburgers, which , . 
violate' Jewish religious laws 
barring the mixing of milk 
and mtaL AP -Jerusalem 
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campaign. On Tuesday Mr. 
Clinton urged the elimination 
of “soft money". But Republi- 
cans say they will only agree if 
their opponents forgo the fi- 
nancial help they receive from 
trade unions, which the De- 
mocrats are unlikely to accepL 
A bill sponsored by Repub- 
lican Senator John McCain and 
his Democratic colleague Russ 
Fcingold of Wisconsin suggests 
that candidates accept “volun- 
tary" ceilings on campaign 
spending, with sanctions if they 
exceed the limit. However, a 
recent Supreme Court ruling 
broadly upholds the view that 
curbs on campaign spending in- 
fringe the free speech rights of 
the First Amendment of tbe US 
constitution. 



Kissing terms: Madeleine Albright is greeted by the US vice-president, Al Gore, while President Bill Clinton looks on after Ms Albright was 
sworn in as Secretary of State. Her first' official duty was to meet the UN Secretary General, Kc<fi Annan Photograph: Rick T. Wilkingtfteuters 
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A GREAT 
OFFER ON 
SLUMBERLAND 
LUXURY BEDS 


Anyone who has ever slept on a Slumberland, would agree 
that they offer a great deal. A great deal of comfort and 

support, night after retaking night. This is explained by a 

. ® 
unique sleep system called Posture Springing , that offers 

at least twice as many s\ firings as an ordinary bed. Which 

makes a Slumberland, many times more comfortable. And 

to make our beds even more appealing, we’re offering 

luxury sprung edge ba^es at standard base prices, plus a 

free duvet and pillow pa ck, from all participating stockists. 

All of which adds, up to a 

remarkable Slumberland offer, on 

what can only be described as 

truly remarkable bedj/s. 
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Rif kind! set to explain EU 
to the ordinary European 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


In an effort to reassert Britain's 
influence in the European 
Union, the Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifkind, is planning a 
series of speeches in continen- 
tal capitals to defend the Gov- 
ernment's resistance to closer 
European integration. His in- 
tention is to make a direct ap- 
peal to European public 
opinion and bypass ministers 
and other politicians in EU 
countries who believe in greater 
European unity. 

“'We need to see a real debate 
joined among and between Lhe 
peoples of Europe." he told the 
French Chamber of Commerce 
in London yesterday. “For too 
long the debate has been con- 
ducted between politicians with 
occasional contributions from 
academics, diplomats and jour- 
nalists. Today the negotiations 
are about . . . jobs, trade, our en- 
vironment and our quality of 


life. Because these issues affect 
everyone, their resolution can- 
not just be left to tpe political 
dass to debate." 

His speeches in Stockholm, 
Paris. Bonn and olljier capitals 
will aim to sway opinion to the 
Government view dint the EU 
should keep supranational mea- 
sures of integration to a mini- 
mum. He believes lens of 
millions of ordinary! Europeans 
are no more keen than the 
Government to see the end of 
the nation-state, bur that their 
views are not properly reflect- 
ed in their leaders' bolides. 

Mr Rifkind's planned ora- 
torical excursion arotmd Europe 
seems a much morelexplidt at- 
tempt to influence opinion than 
the New Year’s Message which 
got the German Foreign Min- 
ister, Klaus KinkeL iiilo such hot 
water in Britain. Hd expressed 
the somewhat innocent hope 
that Britain would pot tum its 
back on Europe in the coining 
election, and was surprised to 


find himself being roundly de- 
nounced for interfering in 
Britain's internal affairs. 

However, should Mr Rifkind 
come under continental criti- 
cism during his speech cam- 
■ paign, he could refer to the 
argument used by the German 
Foreign Ministry to defend Mr 
Kmkei. In essence, this was 
that the concept of “interfer- 
ence’' in another country's af- 
fairs has become increasingly 
meaningless as the European 
Union's member-states have 
drawn closer together. 

Mr Rifkind's central message 
is that Britain's history gives it 
a special attachment to the na- 
tion-state, but that there re- 
mains a bedrock of common 
values bindingthe country with 
its European neighbours. At the 
same time, he contends that oth- 
er EU governments are jump- 
ing ahead of public opinion In 
their own countries by eying to 
force through a programme of 
far-reaching integration. 


It is an argument Britain’s ne- 
gotiating partners have become 
accustomed to hearing at ses- 
sions of theElTs 10-month-old 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence (IGC) on revising die 
Maastricht treaty. Some point 
out that lhe British case, though 
persuasive in many respects, has 
tended to translate in practice 
into a negative, obstructive 
stance at the IGC 

“It is the substance and the 
details that matter, n one diplo- 
mat said, “and on much of the 
substance and many of the de- 
tails of IGC reform, Britain has 
been alone or in a minority.” 

Only last Wednesday, Mr 
Rifkind reaffirmed that the 
Government opposed the idea 
that some EU members could 
use EU institutions to develop 
closer integration among them- 
selves without the approval of 
other states. The Government 
is also reluctant to extend the 

in the even though some 


extension will be essential if, as 
Britain wishes, the EU is 10 en- 
large and take in the new 
democracies of Central and 
Eastern Eaiope- 
Mr Rifkind said yesterday 
that “we want our modem vi- 
sion of Europe to be understood 
for what it is - the way of sus- 
taining the European tdeal for 
the long term”. But he is 
launching his campaign at a 
time when many pro-Enro- 
in 


duce British influence in the EU 
to a historic low. 

As Sir Michael Butler, 
Labour's EU envoy and a vet- 
eran negotiator in Europe, put 
it on Wednesday in the Inde- 
pendent. “We have. . . taken an 
ideological and negative line in 
the IGC designed to prepare for 

enlargement The consequence 

of thus appeasing our ffl-m- 
fonned Euro-sceptics has been 
to reduce our influence to the 
lowest point ever.” 


Cardiff wihs race to host summit 


Katherine Butler 
Brussels 

Cardiff has seen off a rival bid 
by Glasgow to emerge as host 
city for the Europeanheads-of- 
govemment summit marking 
Britain's £U presidency in June 
1998. The official announce- 
ment is not expected before the 
end of the month but Welsh 
liticians and the city's hotc- 
iers are already celebrating. 

Attracting thousands of jour- 
nalists and television crews, the 
summit should provide Wales 
with a unique opportunity to 
showcase what its public rep- 
resentatives call “Europe's 
youngest capital". Labour MEP 
Wayne David, whose south 
Whies constituency covers the 
city and who, with Wales's four 
Jibe 
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‘Golden couple’: Neil and Glenys Kin nock, whose arrival in 
Brussels Is seen as a boost there for the Welsh presence 


other MEPS has been canvass- 
ing for months for Cardiff, wel- 
comed the coup. 

“This will provide a huge 
boost for the city ... The sum- 
mit will effectively put Wales on 
the European map and allow 
Cardiff to promote itself as a 
true European city". 

Six thousand delegates and 


journalists are expected to at- 
tend the summit. But Cardiff is 
also seen as a shrewd political 
choice which might boost the 
Conservative vote in what is a 
traditional Labour stronghold. 
Edinburgh was the venue for the 
last EU summit in Britain in 
1992, so supporters have bean 
lobbying on the basis that it is 
now “Wales's turn". Cardiff’s 
bid certainly benefited 1 from 
the Welsh influence in Brtissels. 
where a strong regional identi- 
ty has begun to emerge. ' 


• The “’raffia” could eventual- 
ly become as effective as the 
“Murphia". the influential Irish 
lobby in Europe, on which 
Welsh political and business 
leaders increasingly model 
themselves. Wales is well 
placed to take advantage of the 
EU's emphasis on protecting 
minority languages and cul- 
tures, and many Welsh nation- 
alists see efforts to promote a 
“Europe of the regions" as an 
opportunity to challenge the 
centralists in London. 


DevoUitionsts in both Wales 
and Scotland are increasingly 
taking what they cafl the “West- 
minster by-pass" to set up their 
own missions in Brussels. 

The Wales European Centre 
in Brussels groups bodies such 
as the Welsh Development Au- 
thority, local authorities, uni- 
versities and the Welsh Tourist 
Board in an unofficial Welsh 
“embassy” helping the nation 
to “punch above its weight" in 
Europe. 

Activity has intensified since 
the Euro-sceptic former secre- 
tary of state for Wfeles John 
Redwood was replaced by the 
more pro-European Wifliam 
Hague, and the centre now ri- 
vals Scotland Europa, which 
lobbies on behalf of local gov- 
ernment, business and industry 
north of the border. 

Three Welsh members also 
sit on the EU's Committee of 
the Regions, set up under the 
Maastncht Treaty as a forum 
where regions luce Scotland, 
Wales and the German Lander 
can be consulted directly. Taffta- 
watchers date the real boost in 
the Welsh EU presence, how- 


ever, from the arrival in Brus- 
sels of Nell Kiimocfc . 

Since his appointment to one 
of Britain's two seats at the Eu- 
ropean Commission table in 
1995, the former Labour leader 
1ms raised the profile and 
awareness in European circles 
of Wales as a separate entity 
within the UK. Mr Bannock’s 
wife, Glenys, is a high-profile 
member of the European Par- 
liament and the pair have 
emerged as Brussels's “golden 
couple". BBC Wades has its 
own full-time correspondent 
based in Brussels, a move which 
has helped to highlight specif- 
ically “regranal” concerns and 
linkages. The appointment, yet 
to be matched tty Scotland, il- 
lustrates the country’s growing 
self-confidence in Europe. 



Soaked in history: Workers yesterday putting the finishing touches to Roman baths 
which have ben excavated and restored In the centre of Beirut Photograph: Reuters 
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Dial an extra 
three 
numbers 
and knock 


jig| some digits 


off your 

phone bill. 


AT&T 


Just follow this simple three-step guide: (1) Dial AT&T on 0600 143 143 
and ask to be connected to the AT&T Calling Service. (4) In the future, 

i 

use our 143 prefix when you pick up the phone and enjoy AT&T’s 
competitive rates on long distance calls, as well as reductions of up to 
40%* on international calls. (3) Don't worry about changing your phone 
or phone number, or about extra wring or sockets. If you've got a 
telephone, youjve already got everything you need. It's as easy as 143. 
for your connection to 24 hour Customer Care and world dass value, 

simply dial AT&T Calling Service on 0800 143 143 . 
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LIMITED OFFER! 


THE BIG FREEZE 


5-49% (5.8%APR) 

MORTGAGE RATE FROZEN 
TO MARCH 1999. 


LO 


It’s going to be an uncertain couple of years for mortgage 
rates; but it needn't be for you. 

With the Woolwich’s new Fixed Rate Mortgage you can 
be sure of exactly what you’re paying until March 1999, if 
you are an existing customer on the move, or a new 
mortgage customer. 

Take the first step to getting your rate fixed by calling in 
to your local Woolwich branch and having a chat with our 
mortgage adviser. Or call Woolwich Direct, at local rate, 
Monday to Friday 8.30am -9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am-3pm 
or Sunday 10.00am -2.00pm 
on 0645 75 75 75 quoting ref. 

IA241. For your security, 
telephone conversations may 
be recorded. 
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Get much more with the W 1 

WOOLWICH 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR muL 

****"****"* a**** « *• ww«#ton that the irartpe, w u aW . tlurt » lhe ^ ° THER LOAN SECURED 

rwpw * the mortgage) will apply tor th. M Wm of the loan. However. «• *Wi the date tatem****, 

iaflaa mortgas. rata w«, in tea 3PP*. These terms aw* on* nfiem a written otter of wx fPOm 3-3-99. the 

tawhote: basM on an endowment mortgage Interest rate of and a purchase jyte ^£70000 ** 91 * 7 and By. *”*** 

*«hance fte cf £1062.50 wg be dcdtCetf) tmr 35 ytwa [mftere the amount of *** a of 

month gross R 00 payments]. Accrued interest Vah*- S fee 055 . 5ft ^ 

B3 * n ^ e reWment of®** 8 ’ <*£05.000. Total amxnt Gtwgas 

the month a minimum gramatH* dM* benefit of X55.000 and a umt of as yen tor m. SS® 1 ** The ‘ sam ^ «awnes the ^“1* 

teens, a ****, endo-mo* policy. PEP rx pension^ ^ 

DWtston pbn mortgages. Where the mongage exceeds the Society's noma maximum omxmm ^ 

Advance fee wU be payable. If the martgpga lietiher redeemed tin Mot* tarn » T? a * flBonal ra »* Ed 

late payable a the time 0 ! repapnem wfU be charged Reman*** avaitfte^co 
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obituaries / gazette 


To many people Wally Whyton 
was the voice of country music 
on British radio; to others he 
was the creator of the television 
favourites Pussycat WiUum and 
Ollie Beak; and to record- 
buyers his talents spanned a 
wide musical spectrum: he was 
a leaderof the short-lived 1950s 
skiffle movement before he 
moved into folk, and then he be- 
came one of the biggest sellers 
of children’s records. 

Bom a short distance from 
Elision station in London in 
1929, on the site where Capital 
Radio now stands, he trained as 
a commercial artist but it was 
the recordings of such as Bessie 
Smith, Charlie Barnet and 
Lous Armstrong, and associ- 
ating with Lionel Bart, Mike 
Pratt and Tommy Steele (all 
then struggling to break into the 
entertainment business) that 
bred his ambitions for a musi- 
cal career. At that time sever- 
al of the British jazz bauds had 


Patricia 

McLaughlin 


Patricia McLaughlin was the 
first woman MP to be elected 
in Northern Ireland. She made 
an imm ediate mark as a bright 
thrusting personality whose 
range of interests spanned the 
parliamentary scene from Eu- 


rope and Foreign Affairs to con- 
sumer protection, dirty books, 
industrial investment and 
family planning. 

But it was above all as a sales- 
woman for Ulster and its prod- 
ucts, especially linen, that she 
regularly hit the local headlines. 


And not just locally, for when 
she was chosen in 1963 to sec- 


she was chosen in 1963 to sec- 
ond the address in reply to the 
Queen's Speech, Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, then Prime 
Minister, called her “a tireless 
advocate of the claims of North- 
ern Ireland and her constituents 
need never fear that while she 
is here they will go unheard”. 
Harold Wilson, Leader of the 
Opposition, in reply remarked 
on “her great charm. She is, I 
know, universally liked and re- 
spected by all parties in the 
House.” Indeed, during a de- 
bate on the pay-roll tax in 1961, 
she had attempted to speak 
from the Opposition front 
bench to emphasise her Ulster 
independence on the issue. 

Bom in Downpatrick. Co 
Down, the daughter of Canon 
EB. AldwelJ, she was educated 
in Belfast and at Trinity College 
Dublin, where she' studied 
Modem Languages. In 1937 she 
married Henry McLaughlin, a 
civil engineer and director of a 
large firm of building contrac- 
tors, McLaughlin and Harvey. 

After the Second World Whr 
she became very active in Ulster 


The dancer, choreographer and 
film-maker Michele Fox was 
committed to finding ways of 
making modem dance on film 
and television as accessible and 
visually exciting as possible. 
She worked extensively on 77»e 
South Bank Show with" Melvvn 
Bragg, who described her as “as 
promising and talented as it is 
passible to be", directing several 
excellent films for the young arts 
documentary series Opening 
Shot, for London Weekend 
Television and Channel 4. 

She was bom in 1966 in Jo- 
hannesburg- the daughter of 
Edwin Fox. the chairman of die 
Federated Stores group of South 
Africa, and Joscelyn Steele, the 
concert pianist. As a child she 
was a successful ballerina, per- 
forming with the non-racial 
South African Youth Ballet 


which toured the Far East under 
Audrey King. She also put on 
plays, puppet shows and ani- 
mated films and was educated at 
Roedean, Johannesburg and 
Elmhurst Ballet School and 
Bcnenden in England. 

After studying English and 
History of Art at the Oxford 
Polytechnic, during which time 
she' helped choreograph and 
performed in Ouds produc- 
tions of Guys and Dolls. The Sol- 
dier's Talc and West Side Story, 
she was accepted at the Laban 
Centre for Movement and 
Dance at Goldsmiths* College, 
London. She achieved a first- 
class masters degree with a dis- 
sertation i now used in the 
Laban Centre's teaching syl- 
labus) which explored the re- 
lationship between film and 
dance through the use of cine- 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


DEATHS 


BARKER: Peacefully, at home, on 21 

January. Gerard" Cyril (Gcrryt. 

beloved husband of Elizabeth and 
much-loved father of Paul Frances 
and Stephen, and father-in-law of 
Kevin and Dawn. Formerly manag- 
ing director of Hereby CampoM. 
V«Hlhina.Cani*mdprJujc.Rii?iJkvl 
bv the riles of (he Hob Caihobc 
Church, RIP IXsuivmsminbciiuUc 
payable to Kmchincbmoke Hospital 
ana sent to Dennis Easton Funeral 
Service. The Lodge. Broad Leas. Si 
Ives. Huntingdon. Carabridcvshue 
PE17-JPU. 

PANTER-DOWNES; Moflw. author, rtn 
22 January, aged 90. Beloved wife of 
Aubrey Clare Robinson, of Rop- 
pekgtu. and mother ot Virginia and 
Diana, grandmother and great- 
grandmother. Details of funeral, we 
under ROBINSON. 

ROBINSON: Medic Patricia (nee 
Panler-Downesl. on 22 January, aged 
90. Beloved u-ifc of Clare, of R±ip- 
pelughs, and mother of Virginia and 
Diana, grandmother and great- 
grandmother. Funeral Service at Si 
Mary’s Church. Chiddinefold. on 
Wednesday 29 January at 2pm. Fom- I 
ily flowers only Dtaue. enquiries lo 
J. Gummse Si Son FIX telephone . 
01-W&3 4Ifrlfl3. 


Mr B. R Kearns 
and Miss V L. Locks 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Brian Philip, youngest son of 
Mr Dennis Kearns and the late Mrs 
Kearns, of Liverpool, and Virginia 
Louise, second daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Ian Locks, of LnUEhlon. Essex. 


Birthdays 

Mis? Nora BdoflT. writer. 78; Mr 
Ernest Borgolnc. actor. a>. Mr NVD 
Diamond, singer and songwriter. 
5fc Mr Bomber Gascnipje, writer and 
quizmaster, fC: Miss Nastassja Kin- 
ski. actress, jfc Dr Desmond Mor- 
ris. zoologist, &K Sir Donald Murray, 
a former Lord Justice of Appeal, 
Supreme Court of Northern Ireland. 
74; The Most Rev John Aloysios 
Ward. Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Cardiff. 68: Air Commodore Sir 
Archie WmAilL former captain ol the 
Queen’s Flight. SO. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Hadrian. Roman emperor. 7tc 
William Congreve, playwright. 1670. 
Deaths: Caligula. Roman emperor. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
201 J orbs In 0171-293 2010: 
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Wally Whyton 


their own skiffle groups (com- 
parable to American jug bands, 
with a repertoire founded upon 
folk ana country), which con- 
vinced Whyton that he could 
present such music equally well. 

So the Vipers were born, 
originally comprising Whyton as 
lead singer, Johnny Maitya and 
Jean Van den Bosch (and later 
expanded with Tony Tolhurst 
and John Pilgrim), and a resi- 
dency commenced at the famed 
21s Coffee Bar in New Comp- 
ton Street, in July 1956. A cou- 
ple of months later the group 
had secured a record deal with 
Parlophone/EMI, with George 
Martin producing, and scored 
a Top Ten hit with their second 
single “Don't You Rock Me 
Daddy- 0”. The group enjoyed 
two more chart successes - 
“Cumberland Gap” and 
“Streamline Train" - within the 
following four mouths. Al- 
though the skiffle boom quick- 
ly faded, the Vipers remained 


together until the end of the 
decade, releasing singles of vary- 
ing styles, including one adopt- 
ing the name Sharkey Todd and 
the Monsters. Hank Marvin, 
Jet Harris and Tony Meehan 
were also passing members be- 
fore joining forces with Cliff 
Richard. Afi the Vipers’ mate- 
rial was recently released in a 
three-CD box set, 10,000 Years 
Ago , by Bear Family Records. 

With the commercial pres- 
sures of heading a group behind 
him by the early Sixties, Why- 
ton looked to pursue folk mu- 
sic interests but television 
intervened as a one-off guest 
spot led on to filling in for Rolf 
Harris on two other shows and. 
in turn, hosting his own chil- 
dren’s series. The Five O’Clock 
Show , for Rediffusion. That 
Jed to the creation of the pup- 
pet Pussycat WEDunx “The pup- 
pet’s success was amazing - he 
was the biggest artist on die net- 
work", he once told me.“I was 


doing four shows a week for 
Rediffusjon and Pussycat WI11- 
um used to get about 400 let- 
ters every week, more than 
anyone else involved with Red- 
iffusion.” The puppet’s success 
led on to other creations - 01- 
iie Beak* Joe Crow, Spike 
McPOce - and Whyton started 
recording a series of children's 
songs albums, all of which 
achieved substantial sales. 

Whyton was also active on 
the folk scene, working the 
clubs and recording for Argo 
and Philips, and wrote one of 
the first ever conservation 
songs, “Leave Them a Flower”. 
By the mid-Sixties he bad be- 
come a regular on radio, first 
with Radio 2 sessions and then 

prcsaitmgFolk Room, Strings ’ri 
Things and Junior Choice. 
among other shows. In 1967 he 
was approached by the producer 
Ian Grant to host Country Meets 
Folk , a new series which brave- 
ly brought together the realms 


of country and folk music Orig- 
inally intended as a six-week se- 
ries, it remained on air for six 
and a half years. As a reason for 
the show’s success, be explained 
that, “although both musical 
forms had their own identity, 
neither had the individual air- 
pby that the ever increasin g fans 
would have liked". 

Another series, Both Sides 
New, with no definitive musical 
ties, followed on the heels of 
Country Meets Folk and when 
the BBC launched its weekly 
Country Club show in the mid- 
1970s Wally Whyton was the 
natural choice as its presenter 
although the idea of being a 
“specialist” presenter worried 
him initially. “I had my own 
favourites like Hank Williams 
and Doc Watson, but 1 wasn’t 
into everybody and felt I would 
do it until someone better 
equipped than myself came 
along. But then you start bear- 
ing the songs, meeting the 


Unionist politics as Chairman 
of the Unionist Society and as 
an officer in Unionist Women’s 
Associations. Much in demand 
as a speaker, in 1955 her sweep- 
ing victory in West Belfast over 
an Eire Labour candidate and 




Sinn Fein, by an amazing 18,000 
votes, was the highlight of the 
elections. The joint total of 
votes for James Beattie. Eire 
Labour, and the Sinn Fein can- 
didate, who was a convicted 
IRA activist, was still 10.000 less 
than the Unionist vote, and is 
a stark reminder of the demo- 
graphic changes in Belfast since 
then. In the following election 
in 1959 her majority was S.S36. 

In 1964 she resigned for rea- 
sons of health. But a contribu- 
tory factor must have been her 
involvement in the notorious 
Seenozip firm which she had 
been instrumental in bringing to 
Newiy in 1960 and which went 
bankrupt in 1964, defrauding the 
Northern Ireland government of 
£30,000 - two men were con- 
victed. A director from the out- 
set, she had resigned in 1962. 
when she had informed the 
Government of her concerns 
about Seenozip's conduct 

But in 1955. when she first en- 
tered the House of Commons, 
her marketing zeal on behalf of 
the province had taken a much 
more effective and fashionable 
form. She boasted that every ar- 
ticle of her attire was made in 
Ulster. Linen dress and coat, ny- 
lons, shoes and handbag. Al- 
ready in 1955 she had made her 
debut on the BBC programme 
Any Questions , where a news- 
paper reported that “she had 
dominated the male panel”. 
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McLaughlin, left, with tier daughter Anne, modelling their Enen ou t fits before presentation at Court In 1956 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Later she appeared on televi- 
sion in a party political broad- 
cast for the Conservatives- the 
Ulster Unionists and Tories 
were then in close alliance. 

Every consumer protection 
interest was grist to her parlia- 
mentary mill: Dangerous fire- 
works. inflammable materials 
in the home, the importation of 
obscene literature. In 1960 her 
daughter Sandra was publicised 
uying out an unsinkable life- 
jacket in a London swimming 
bath. In 1975 she was appoint- 
ed OBE for her work in the 
home safety and consumer field. 
But she was in no doubt as to the 
achievement which would put 
her name in the history books; 
the emancipation of British 


wunen from the penny turnstile 
in public lavatories. “The fact that 
I helped decide the kind of jet 
plane for the future defence of 


our country will be.forgotteo. m 
be known for making the phrase 
‘Spend a penny obsolete!” 

Her family background in- the 
Church remained with her. 
Both she arid her husband were 
diocesan delegates at Anglican 
conferences abroad. However 
she was not afraid to champi- 
on causes not conventionally 
conime il faut ; in 1962, as sec- 
retary of the new. Foundation 
for Marriage Education, she 
stressed the need for family 
planning. From the 1970s on she 
had espoused the cause of the 
Common Market and was a del- 


egate to the Western Euro- 
pean Union, and in between vis- 
its to the Middle East, where she 
engaged in talks with both Jor- 
dan and Israel, and fund- 
raising for the blind in London, 
she lent her house on the coast 
of Belfast Lough to make mon- 
ey for the Northern Ireland 
European MovemenL 
After 1964 she suffered from 
political withdrawal symptoms. 
In 1969 there was talk of a 
comeback when she was chosen 
as prospective Conservative 
candidate for Wandsworth Cen- 
tral, but nothing came of il. In 
1966 she was a candidate for the 
North Down Unionist nomi- 
nation. Also in the Sixties she 
became public relations officer 


to the Mushroom Growers' As- 
sociation and a professional 
parliamentary lobbyist. 


Latterly she lived for many 
years in Winchester but, as she 
said in 1970. “My home and 
my heart will always be in 
Northern Ireland.” * - 


Roy Bradford 


Florence Patricia Alice Aldwcll, 
politician : bom Downpatrick, 
Co Down 23 June 1916; MP 
f Ulster Unionist ) for Belfast Bus* 
J955-64; Vice-President, Royal 
Society for Prev ention of Acci- 
dents 1962-85; OBE 1975; mar- 
ried 1937 Henry McLaughlin 
(one son, one daughter and 
one daughter deceased): died 7 
Janitors 1907. 


Michele Fox 


matic techniques like camera 
movement flow motion, and 
montage. The short films she 
made for it Essays in Time and 
Space (completed in 1992), 
were selected for the Dance 
Screen Festival and the BP 
Expo Film Festival in London. 

Fox then founded - and was 
choreographer and one of the 
leading dancers for - an innov- 
ative new dance company. 
UBmc I Bu. which pcrforrr.cd in 
the Resolution season ai The 
Place Theatre. London, in Jan- 
uary 1993 and toured exten- 
sively in the south of England. 
The "main piece. City, cx^' d 
the rhythms and tempos of life 
in a large metropolis and was ac- 
claimed in Time Out and City 
Limits. 

She was then awarded an 
Arcs Council tn meeship on 


the BBC2 scries Dance for 
Camera, and was also editorial 
assistant and researcher on Par- 
allel Lines, an Arts Council 
book on dance and television. 
In 1993 she joined the South 
Bank Show team on Opening 
Shot , researching programmes 
on the brilliant tap dancer Sav- 
ioo Glover, on Lord Menuhin 
and on child music prodigies. 

This was followed by films pro- 
duced and co-directed on fla- 
menco dancing in Jerez. Spain, 
and the Youth Dance Project at 
The Place and her directorial 
debut, in which she followed 
young people working towards 
the ballroom dancing world 
championships in Blackpool. 
This colourful and amusing film. 
Ballroom 1 1 994 ), received wide 
press attention and achieved the 
highest viewer ratings of the se- 


ries over four years. She also 
choreographed the complex 
dance sequences for Johnny and 
the Dead (1995). a four-part 
ITV drama series based on an 
adaptation of the Terry Pratch- 
ett novel starring Brian Blessed 
and Jane Lapotaire. 

In May 1995 Fox was diag- 
nosed with non-Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma and began a brave battle 
for survival. She continued to 
work, however, between painful 
bouts of chemotherapy and 
produced and directed two 
more documentaries, for LWT 
and Bravo in (he United States. 
The first was a documentary on 
Irish dance shot on location in 
New York. Dublin and London, 
which received an honourable 
mention at the Grand Prix In- 
ternational dc Video Danse 
1996. The other was a profile of 


the young American Ballet 
Theatre soloist Paloma Herrera 
which won an award for Best 
Youth Programme at the New 
York Film and Television 
Awards in 1 996 and an award 
for excellence at tbe Chicago 
Film Festival. 

Both Melvyn Bragg and Ger- 
ry Robinson, the chairman of 
Granada, were huge fans of the 
Dim, which was praised by the 
Dancing Times fur "the clarity 
and simplicity of the director's 
presentation of her subject". She 
also presented a film profile for 
Keuic University on Conroy 
Maddox, the English Surrealist, 
shown as pari of a touring ex- 
hibition. Only very recently, 
Michele Fox heard that she 
had won an SABC commission 
with her producer sister Jacque- 
line for a new arts documentary 
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artists, talking to the writers and 
covering the events, and the 
pieces of the jigsaw fell into 
place.” ■ 

It was his interviews with 
countless country artists, and 
coverage of such events as the 
annual Wembley Festivals and 
regular visits to Nashville, com- 
bined with his informal pre- 
sentation, that earned him 
respect within the industry as 

weu as immense loyalty from the 

country fans. Although he nev- 
er overlooked the stalwarts of 
the country music scene, he also 
introduced many new artists to 
the British public by giving 
their records their first plays, 
among them Garth Brooks. 

During his career Whyton 
made over 2,000 television ap- 
pearances and probably twice as 
many radio broadcasts, yet he 
always remained accessible to 
his audiences, meeting them at 
concerts and personally an- 
swering letters. It was a way of 



Whyton: "Leave them a flawed 

Photograph: BBC 


life developed from his skiffle 
days when audience association 
was just as important as per- 
formance. He was always will- 
ing to help another, although he 
admitted he was not always 
the best talent spotter. One of 
his favourite stories was about 
bow he advised Kris Kristof- 


!T*3&**£* 

ford, tha ifldus- 

ofd^d^later the two met 
Ol a cw emhfey, with the 

fcfwords uttered by thefe- 

n.ousdi.ger/sopgwnter He* 

WhJ I changed my name tacit 
Such stores not ffldy djS- 
nlaved Whyton s honesty bm 
^revealed his great sense 
^humour, even at his own 

e *\Vallv Whyton left his BBC 
Radic*2 shew hi late 1995, but 
he continued his loog-ninnicg 
BBC World Service show until 
last December. 

Tony Byworth 


mhy Wkvton, broadcaster and 
singer bom London 23 Sep- 
tember 1929; married (one son. 
two daughters); died 22 January 

1997. 


Irwin Levine 


During the Iran hostage crisis 
in 1978, the wives, sweethearts 
and relatives of many Ameri- 
cans who had been prisoners of 
the Vietcong took their cue 
from a current popular song, 
and tied yellow ribbons to trees 
as a gesture of solidarity. Irwin 
Levine’s sentimental “He a 
Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole 
Oak Tree" became the unoffi- 
cial anthem of that troubled 


Ume. 

The son of a prizefighter, 
Benny Levine, Irwin knocked 
around the music business with- 
out success until 1965, when, 
aged 26, be had three song hits. 
“T HU Diamond Ring”, written 
with Bob Brass and Ai Keep- 
er, was recorded by Gary Lewis 
and the Playboys, and became 
a Number One gold record in 
America. With Brass alone. 
Levine composed a brace of 
successes for a brace of male vo- 
calists: “I Must be Seeing 
Things” for Gene Pitney, and 
"•Little Lonely One” for Tom 
Jones. (The latter number was 
recorded before, but released 
after Jones’s first big hit. “It’s 
Not Unusual") 

In 1968 Levine and AI Koop- 
er wrote “I Can’t Quit Her", a 
hit both for the Arbors and 
Blood. Sweat and Tears. The 
next year, with Phil Spector and 
Toni Wine, Levine provided 
Sonny Charles and the Check- 
mates with “Blade Pearl", which 
reached the American Top Twen- 
ty- With Wine alone, he wrote 
“Your Husband - My Wife", for 
Brooklyn Bridge (1969). 

In 1970. Tony Orlando, a 
recording company executive, 
was handed Levine and Wine’s 
song ‘’Candida". Orlando, a 
former anger whose career was 
in eclipse, liked the song 


enough to record it himself; 
forming Dawn with the top 
session singers Joyce Vincent 
and Telma Hopkins. Their an- 
gle of “Candida” was an in- 
ternational million-seller, as 
was their recording of Levine 
and L. Russell Brown’s “Knock 
Three Times”, which remained 
in the American charts for 16 
weeks (1970-71), staying at 
Number One for three weeks. 

Levine and Brown provided 
the Partridge Family with the 
Top Ten hit “I Woke Up in Love 
This Morning" (1971), but their 
greatest-ever triumph was “Tie 
a Yellow Ribbon Round tbe Ole 
Oak Tree” two years later. It 
earned Tony Orlando and 
Dawn a No 1 gold record, and 
was recorded by hundreds of 
other artists. That same year, 

the Levin e-Brown -Dawn team 

had another gold record with 
“(Say, Has Anybody Seen) My 
Sweet Gypsy Rose'?”, of which 
there were countless cover ver- 
sions. On bis television show. 
Dean Martin exploited his 
drunken image by singing “Hey. 
can everybody see my red 
tipsy nose?" 

In 1974 Levine and Brown’s 
“Steppin’ Out (Gonna Boogie 
Tonight)” was a Tbp Tfcn release 
for Orlando/Dawn. Although 
Levine's magic touch lasted 
only a decade, “Yellow Ribbon", 
according to the Guinness 
Book of Records , is next to 
the Beatles' “Yesterday” the 
most recorded popular song in 
history. 


Dick Vosborgh 


Irwin Jesse Levine, lyricist: bom 
Newark, New Jersey 1938; mar- 
ried (one son, two daughters); 
died Livingston, New Jersey 21 
January 1997. 


series on South African artists, 
and she was also writing her first 
feature film script and prepar- 
ing a feature-length docu -dra- 
ma about a boy who travels tbe 
world in search of different 
dance steps. In the days before 
she died she was also preparing 
a new Opening Shot as weU as 
writing a pamphlet to help oth- 
ers cope with the rigours of a 
hone-marrow transplant 

She fought cancer without 
complaining and was known for 
her teasing humour, fashion 
sense arid generous personali- 
ty. In her short life Michele Fox 
achieved much creatively and 
was on the cusp of coming into 
her own professionally and per- 
sonally. To all who came into 
contact with her she leaves a 
beautiful, lasting impression. 

Her film about Paloma Her- 



Fwc "clarity and sim plicity' 


rera will be shown at 12_30pm 
on LWT on Saturday 25 Janu- 
ary, with a special introduction 
by Melvyn Bragg. 

Gerald Fox 


Michele Simone Fax, dancer and 
filmmaker bom Johannesburg 19 
August 1966; died London 9 
December 1996. 


41: Sir Winston Leonard 
Spencer Churchill sidesman. 1965. 
On this day: the fim train parsed <r.er 
the Forth Bridcc. I V'O. the first 
Ct 'ascription Bill a as passed by the 
House nf Commons. 191 6. Today is 
che Feast Dj> of St Bain-las of 
Antioch. Si Felician of Foiieno. St 
Francis of Sales and Si Macedonia 
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International Tennis Foundation's drug test rules 


Wilander and another v Tobin 
and another; Coart of Appeal 
(Lord Woolf. Master of the Rolls. 
Lord Justice Millet l Lord Justice 
Poller) 20 December 1996 


LAW REPORT an appeal the guilt or innocence 

strictions on freedom to provide f.* ,/„■ JSji ^ thereforc erasing an 

services within the EC must he 1 appellate power. 


Dinners 
HMS runny 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. Second 
Sea Lord and Comma ndcr-ift-Cbirf 
Naval Home Command, hosted a 
dinner vesTadas c . cninc onboard his 
flagship HMS 1 j. itty. HM Naval 
Base, Pnrtvmouih. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to he 
held lamorraw mav be obtained by 
telephoning the Inflowing. Sahfcjih 
begins in London ,u 


United Synagogues: tlI7tJB7 -130ft ftd- 
r radon of 5ynacf»3ue* 0 IS 1-202 2265. 
Union of Liberal nn*i Progressive Syn- 
agogues: 0171-5> 3 1665. Reform Syna- 
eogtesot Gran 'irttain: 0151-549 -1731. 
Spanish and Hnrtapaese Jews C«Sn- 
gunc 0171 JS9 2573, Sew London Sn- 
apw (Masactil: 0171-325 1026. 
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The procedures instituted by 
the International Tennis Foun- 
dation for testing players for 
drugs did not contravene either 
the Anti-Doping Convention 
1989 or the anti-competition 
provisions of the EC Treaty 
and were not void as being in 
unreasonable restraint of trade. 

The Court or Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the defen- 
dants. Brian Tobin, president, 
and David Judge, honorary 
treasurer of the ITF, against the 
decision of Mr Justice Ughtman 
(Law Report 16 July 1996) who 
allowed an appeal by the plain- 
tiffs, Mats Arne Olof Wijander 
and Karel Novacek, against 
derisions of Master Moncaster. 
On 19 and 24 April 1996. strik- 
ing out paragraph 40 of their 
statement of claim and refusing 
them leave to add further 
claims in their action against the 
defendants. 

The plaintiffs, both profes- 
sional tennis players, faced dis- 


ciplinary proceedings for tak- 
ing prohibited drugs. They al- 
leged hv para 40 of their claim 
that rule 53 of the ITF Rules, 
under which the disciplinary 
proceedings were instituted, 
was void as an unreasonable re- 
straint of trade. The master 
struck oui para 40 as unar- 
guable. and refused the plain- 
tiffs leave to amend their 
statement of claim lo plead that 
rule 53 contravened European 
law. 

Mr Justice Ughtman dts- 
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the EC Treaty, under which re- 
strictions on freedom to provide 
services within the EC must he 
abolished. 

Under rule 53 a player se- 


* ® * 1 — “ - uiiu 

J^mnv Brings (Teacher Stem Selhv) 
f’>r the plaintiffs. 


levied for testing provided a 
urine sample, which was divid- 
ed into two specimens marked 
A and B. Specimen A was 
analysed by an independent lab- 
oratory and the results sent to 
a review board, who decided 
whether a positive sample con- 
stituted a violation of the rule. 
If so. the B sample must be 
tested. The player was entitled 
to attend in person or by a 
representative. 

If the B sample confirmed 
the positive reading, and the re- 
view hoard determined that a 
violation had occurred, the 
player was subject to mandatory 
penalties unless he appealed 
to the appeals committee, 
whose derision was final and 
binding, 

Charks Flint QC on, I Chnsiaplur 
Stoner f Tuvndevx) far the defendants; 


missed the plaintiffs' appeal 
based on the alleged invalidi- 


hased on the alleged invalidi- 
ty of rule 53 at common law but 
was prepared to allow the ap- 
peal provided the plaintiffs 
sought leave to funher amend 
their claim, by reference to an 
unplcadcd factor, namely the 
absence in rule 53 of arty appeal 
procedure despite its require- 
ment in article 7 of the Anti- 
Doping Convention 1989. The 
same factor justified granting 
leave lo amend the claim to 
plead that rule 53 was void as 


Lord Woolf MR said that the 
argument that rule 53 contra- 
vened article 7 of the Conven- 
tion misunderstood the nature 
of the rule 53 procedure. The 


Even if that was incorrect, 
the combination of the appeal 
committee and tbe review of its 
procedures provided by the 
High Court certainly provided 
the the necessary “dear and en- 


wasssss: 

which conducted the test™* required by article 


Where .here had b£„ fS ° U,e If 

live findine. the mriw _ ^PP 631 committee did not 


Jive finding, the review board 
became involved and there 
was an appeal to the appeal 
committee. 


act fairly or misdirected itself 
m law, the High Court could 
intervene. 

As long as the position of the 


The appeal committee’s . as the position of the 

powers on quick reading rai«ht protected, n was not 

suggest it was making a firatfe- JSS5j ant whet ^ er J the pro- 
stance decision, beLusTLb- J as .P[? Vld « 1 by an ap- 

para (gH referred to it making £!» ^P^hodyor the 
rulings and decisions on the wSt u- 
player x guilt or innocence" mi!?ta' 0rdshl P ^concluded that 
and “the burden of proof shall of Jr** ne, ^ er “ breach 
be oh the player to prove his uLJ5»k 2^IS?25 n0r Was k 


innocence by a preponderance 
of evidence". But U was ap- 
parent on reading the rule as 
a whole \haV in ihe absence of 


His Lordship concluded that 
^ 53 was neither breach 
o» the Convention nor was it 
unsuitable or lacking in “nror 


PauI Magratt, Banister 
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B y joining the cadets, young peo- 
ple can be “led away from the 
many temptations that there are 
io the modem world". Tell us more! 
ITie only thing wrong with Michael Por- 
mlo s brilliant ham performance on the 
Today programme yesterday was that it 
was too short. What temptations? How 
does he know? Would we like them? 
He played the part of a Fifties-styie 
Tory pany leader with word-perfect 
care, although its very carefulness 
made it unconvincing. “If there are any 
duties that are central to the Govern- 
ment, they concern support for the 
monarchy and support for the great 
institutions like the armed forces, for 
which I am responsible." he said. 

In the Cabinet, Mr Portillo has, it 
seems, sold plans to buy a new royal 
boat with taxpayers' money and to pul 
pinko schoolboys in uniform as vote- 
winning devices to wrongfoot Tony 
Blair's Bolshevik Labour Front. But his 
real intention was transparent: to win 
Tory leadership votes from the party’s 
patriotic-authoritarian wing and to 
wrongfoot John Redwood. 

These are clever ploys designed to 
work at two levels. Both fit with the 
Prime Minister’s vision - such as it is 
- of returning Britain to a better- 
behaved and more reassuring past. 

Cadets “help young people towards 
the good values of life, towards self- 
esteem, self-discipline, team work, 
respect for others", said Mr Portillo. 


“Responsibility, self-reliance, resource- 
fulness and endurance," said John 
Major in the Commons later. No doubt 
this has been sold in focus groups of 
older floating voters as just the thing 
for “Bring back National Service" 
types. The suspicion remains that the 
plan is more likely to reinforce the 
once-hardcore. now wavering, Tory 
vote, and hence is more likely to be 
aimed at the Conservative Parly mem- 
bership (average age 62) than the 
wider general electorate. 

Young people themselves are 
unlikely to be impressed: environ- 
mental and community activities are 
likelier to appeal to the worldly-wise 
teenagers of today. But perhaps young 
people are not what they were - too 
uncomfortably questioning, too 
vaguely idealistic. Mr Major remem- 
bers when they were made of belter 
stuff, and is, it seems, determined to 
go to the country with his backward- 
looking vision of a Britain of warm 
beer, cricket and a grammar school in 
every town. A Britain of 1952, the year 
after the Festival of Britain when the 
original Britannia was commissioned. 
When the Cabinet meets on Monday 
to discuss the Tory manifesto, we fear 
there will be a rash of new spending 
promises. A promise to pay for 62,000 
bicycles for the police force. To buy 

6.000 blackboards, four tonnes of 
chalk (none of it coloured) and 

100.000 mortar-boards. To bring back 
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police boxes and red telephone boxes. 

Mr Portillo yesterday mined this nar- 
row but rich seam of Enid Blyton nos- 
talgia. His pastiche of a Toiy grandee 
of the pre-Suez, pre-jumbo-jet era was 
magnificent, but it was nor real politics. 
It was an attempt to broaden his base 
in the party beyond the Thatcherite 
neo-liberals. '‘We understand in the 
Conservative Party both the monarchy 
and capitalism," he said. Private spon- 
sorship of the royal yacht risked the 
“danger of demeaning the monarchy". 
And even: “I believe in the monarchy. 
I believe in the royal yacht." (This is, 
indeed, a new religion.) 


In the present-day world, the monar- 
chy is in deep trouble and Mr Portillo 
is not going to save it through force of 
wilL U was significant that both The Sun 
and the Mail yesterday were ambigu- 
ous in their response to the plan for die 
new Britannia , because they are more 
important than a dose of FOhrerprmzip 
from Mr Portillo when it comes to giv- 
ing a lead to public opinion. 

In the present-day world, the cadet 
force might give a small minority of beys 
in some schools something to do that is 
not actively destructive of social order, 
but the idea that it is of any real rele- 
vance to a better society is laughable. 


The key to the falsity of the Tory 
vision is that neither John Major nor 
Mr Portillo lived in the fictional 1950s 
they now seek to paint as their nostal- 
gic vision (Mr Portillo, bom in 1953, 
hardly lived in the 1950s at all). 

The Defence Secretary chose not to 
join the cadet force at Harrow County 
School, his north London grammar 
school. This was not, as he pretended 
yesterday, because he happened to join 
the Scouts instead. As his biographer 
Michael Gove notes, Harrow County 
was known as “Little Sandhurst" and 
had the largest CCF of any British state 
schooL The headmaster regarded boys 
who did not join as “nonconformists, 
saboteurs and cynics", and the youth- 
ful pacifist’s derision may have cost him 
the chance of being bead boy. 

The Prime Minister, at Rutlish Gram- 
mar. another school with a strong CCF, 
also chose not to join. “I didn't join 
because 1 was playing cricket, which 
provides exactly the same qualities for 
people," he said, defensively describing 
reports of the plan as “overblown”. 

Collapse of the teenage army plan, 
then. We predict that the political vim 
will soon go out of the idea of buying 
the Queen a new yacht, too. As we 
report today, the arguments over the 
specifications for the new boat have 
begun already. And that is only the 
start. When it comes to the contract to 
build it, Mr Portillo will find himself 
constrained by European competition 


law which could see it being made in 
Greece or Finland. 

The moral of this excursion into nos- 
talgia is that it is a tribute to Labour's 
success. The lories cannot convinc- 
ingly appeal to a post-War golden age 
free of crime, when an entire nation 
was so awed by the coronation of the 
young queen they went our and rented 
colour televisions for it. The Tories now 
have so little to say on law and order 
and the constitution that they have 
resorted to trivia. 


Squaddies on 
the line 

M eanwhile, we hope Michael Por- 
tillo doesn’t get to hear of this. 
The Foreign Legion has been sent in 
to help police the Paris Metro, owing 
to staff shortages in the gendaimerie. 
True, the swashbuckling romance of 
Beau Geste has been lost on ethnic 
minority Parisians. Sergeant Markoff 
shouted in the 1939 remake: “Keep 
shooting, you scum! You'll get a 
chance yet to die with your boots on!" 
That's the sort of attitude the Defence 
Secretary seems keen to foster. It could 
be the next idea for the Ibry manifesto: 
not selling off London Underground, 
but sending the SAS in to sort out crime 
on the Tube. 
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Sailing into 
the sunset 
of monarchy 

Sin Yet again the Government 
seeks to pull a fast one. Motivated 
by election opportunism, the 
Cabinet reckons it’s worth some 
extra votes to announce now the 
derision to give the Royal Family a 
new luxury liner of their own at a 
cost of £60m (report, 23 January). 

Yet again too the Queen readily 
accepts the gift despite the fact 
that everyone in the nation will 
have to pay by way of the £60m 
being removed from the state kitty 
- money that otherwise could 
benefit all sections of our society. 

Republicans, however, will 
recognise this selfish act as yet 
another nail in the coffin of the 
House of Windsor. Each time they 
display such avarice the royals 
arouse more and more resentment 
among people they dearly do not 
understand, increasing the odds 
that in time the public demand will 
he for an early end to the archaic 
institution of monarchy. 

RAY BELLlSARlO 
Norwood Green, Middlesex 

Sin AU across the land the ay goes 
up: ‘‘Vh'al EHzabethaT, u Viva 
Portilfor From the heath-covered 
mountains of Scotia to the shop- 
doorways of the Strand, old ladies 
on trolleys in hospital corridors 
wipe a proud tear from a rheumy 
eye; rosy-cheeked schoolchildren, 
40 to a leaking classroom, break 
forth in joyful song; taxpayers 
swallow a rapidly rising lump-sum. 

Ring out, wild bells! Other 
nations may choose to blink in the 
blinding dawn of the 21st century, 
but Britannia steams majestically 
into comforting sunset of the 19th. 
ANDREW MONTGOMERY 
Richmond, Surrey 

Sir Your proposal to convert the 
Royal Yacht into a prison ship 
(leading article, 23 January) 
couldn't be bettered, provided that 
we have none of this classless society 
nonsense. Its use should be limited 
to the better class of prisoner who 
would I'm sure be prepared to pay 
handsomely for the privilege. What 
nobler dimax to a cnminal career 
than to be incarcerated within the 
Portillo or Howard suite on board 
the Royal HulkBriiannia? 
AUSTAIRWOOD 
Wrexham, Chvyd 

Sin Since the royal yacht is to be 
funded by taxpayers, would it not 
be a good idea for a suite to be set 
aside on board so that cm every 
voyage (except maybe royal 
honeymoons) a few ordinary 
taxpayers would be passengers, as a 
living reminder to the royals of who 
paid for the yacht. Afiocation could 
be decided by a special draw of the 
National Lottery. 

B LATIMER 

St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex 

Sin One of the reasons for the public 
financing of HMY Britannia was 
that the ship would he available as a 
hospital ship “in times of conflict”. 
During tberaUdands war I wrote to 
the Ministry of Defence asking why 
the Queen’s ship was not on station 
when our troopships were bombed 
by the Argentines. I received a reply 

imaw^aide beawseft used the 
wrong type of ofl. 

MIKE MITCHELL 



thousands of divers. As the Duke of 
Edinburgh, Prince ofW&Jes and 
Duke of York arc all divers, perhaps 
they could make the first dive. 

IAN T SPOKES 
Gateshead, Tyne and Wear 

Sir I see Mr Portillo describes the 
new royal yacht as “a valuable 
national asset". Ripe for a sell-off, 
then. 

TERRY MARSHALL 
Norwich 


Sin I hope Britannia is not scrapped. 
Instead might I suggest that she be 
rank as an artificial reef? She would 
join other famous vessels like 
Rainbow Warrior that now delight 


UN strives to 
protect Kurds 

Sin The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) shares the concerns of 
your correspondents concerning 
the wellbeing of some 14,000 
Tlufcish Kurd refugees in Atroush 
Camp (letter, 22 January). 
However, I must correct the 
emotive and Hi-informed 
conclusions in their letter. 

UNHCR is not “sacrificing” the 
refugees or trying to deny them the 
“minimum internationally 
recognised h umani tarian standards 
of treatment”. UNHCR is, in fact, 
trying to follow its mandate to 
protect their lives and interests in 
an extremely complicated and 
dangerous situation. 

UNHCR has been providing 
assistance in Atroush since 1994. 
However, armed “activist" 
elements have recently seized 
-effective control of the camp with 
the result that UNHCR and non- 
governmental organisation staff 
have been held hostage for three 
days in one incident and the office 
can no longer physically continue 
its humanitarian tasks in any 
degree of safety. Refugees have 


been forcibly prevented from 
leaving Atroush by the activists and 
on occasion have been pressured 
into activities which could 
compromise their refugee status. 

In those circumstances it was 
decided to discontinue 
h umanitarian assistance in Atroush 
itself Two transit sites have been 
opened nearby at Muqibla and 
Balkus, where we will continue to 
assist refugees who either choose to 
repatriate to Tirkey or who decide 
not to. UNHCR is in constant 
I touch with the Turkish government, 
! insisting repatriation must be 
1 absolutely voluntary, and the 
agency is increasing both its passive 
and active monitoring of refugees, 
including an increase in staff at 
SOopi to observe and facilitate 
border movement. 

UNHCR will continue to work 
fully for the wellbeing and 
protection of all refugees in the 
region in question. 

FHUJPPE LAVANCHY 
Representative for the United 
Kingdom and Ireland 
United Nations High Commissioner 
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Bribe me! 

Sin Gillian Berg (letter, 22 
January) is right: we don’t need a 
Halifax Bank. What we do need 
however is a £1,000 bribe which we 
can take away and invest 
somewhere else, probably in a 
building society. 

DAVID ROUANE 
Didcot, Oxfordshire 


End the annual 
Budget charade 

Sin Gordon Brown’s derision to set 
income tax rates for the 
foreseeable future is brave, if long 
overdue (report, 21 January). It is 
153 years since income tax was last 
reintroduced as a “temporary 
measure”. The time for playing 
“let’s pretend" about next year’s 
taxes is past 

I trust therefore that if he is 
I Chancellor next year, he will put 
I provisions in the Finance Bill to 
! make income tax permanent. Then 
he can ask Parliament to set the 
rates on a permanent basis. It is no 
answer to say that this restricts a 
Chancellor's freedoms. In most 
states, income tax rates are fixed 
for the foreseeable future. Why is 
Britain different? 

In the British context, this 
removes the idea that taxes are a 
voluntary annual gift to the 
Sovereign. It would also help to 
simplify our tax laws. Further, it 
would reinforce the stability that 
Mr Brown's announcement has 
already given to the system. 

Making income tax permanent 
would remove the technical 
requirement for an annual Finance 
BDL At the least, it removes the 
need for the restrictive timetable 
on Finance Bills. More valuably, it 
would remove the pretence that 
there will be no income tax next 
year. That merely leads to some 
tax-avoidance techniques and the 
false theatre of the Budget Day 
guessing game. * 

Mr Brown’s announcement is to 


be welcomed, not only for its 
deflection of the political debate 
from taxation to other matters but 
for the reforms that can follow. 
DAVID WILLIAMS 
Professor of Tax Law 
Queen Mary and Warfield College 
London Ei 


Don’t forget the 
other ‘cadets’ 

Sir. 1 have the greatest respect for 
the military cadet organisations but 
I am concerned that they could be 
singled out by government for 
expansion (“Plan to raise school 
cadets", 23 January). The strength 
of the youth service is its diversity- 
Orgarusations such as the Boys’ 
Brigade, Scouts, Guides and many 
others, all staffed by volunteers, 
offer all the opportunities, except 
weapon training, expected from the 
cadet units. 

I read that the MoD already 
contributes £70m a year for cadet 
units for a membership of 130,000, 
whereas my organisauon of 100,000 
received around £50,000 from 
government sources. Some of our 
units face massive rises in fees for 
the use of school premises and 
many have been virtually priced off 
playing fields. 

Anything government can do to 
encourage and support membership 
of youth organisations is very 
welcome butl would hope it would 
not neglect what is already there. 
SYDNEY JONES 
Secretary, The Bays’ Brigade 
Hemei Hempstead, Hertfordshire 
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Justice denied 
to the poor 

Sir. As legal aid solicitors, we are 
disturbed by the implications for 
access to justice caused by the 
latest huge increases in court fees. 
These were imposed without notice 
on 15 January by the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department. 

One example is the overnight 
increase in the issue fee fora divorce 
from £80 to £150. People on income 
support are no longer exempt from 
fees, having to pay the first £20 of 
each fee. For many of our clients, 
such as a mother with two young 
children on Income support of £86 a 
week, this effectively prevents 
divorce. Is this part of an attempt by 
the Government to “support" failing 
marriages? 

It appears that access to the 
courts is no longer regarded as a 
fundamental element of our 
democratic society. The 
Government wants the court 
service to become “self-funding" 
within two years. Access to justice - 
a luxury or a right? 

TIM DANIEL 
RACHEL KARP 
LOUISE McKEON 
OLIVER MOORE 
Daniel and Harris. Solicitors 
London NW6 


Sad century 

Sir Conrad Payne (letter, 23 
January) asks, “Why bother 
celebrating the millennium?'’ To 
avoid “celebrating” the century, 
which started with such great 
optimism but has seen two world, 
and countless other, wars. 

NEILL COOPER 
Wariingham, Surrey 


Local stations 
merged by BBC 

Sir The BBC says Nigel Chapman, 
Controller English Regions (Letters, 
22 January), “has committed itself to 
expanding its broadcasting presence 
into more communities across the 
land". Is this the same Nigel 
Chapman who. as head of BBC in 
the Midlands, last year killed BBC 
Coventry' and Warwickshire and 
tucked it into the armpit of a station 
serving three million people in 
Birmin gham and the Black 
Country? The BBC did away with 
Radio Oxford at the same time. 

Two of BBC CWR’s blind listeners 
challenged the BBC to defend before 
the High Court its right, in face of 
public outrage, to write a city and a 
county off the local radio map. The 
judgment was rueful but correct: the 
BBC charter requires no 
consultation of the customer. 
STEPHEN WRIGHT 
Ilmingion, Warwickshire 

Sir Nigel Chapman's reply to Polly 
Toynbee’s plea for more local radio 
is opposite to the BBC’s actual 
policy, which is to regionalise 
stations, rather than localise them. 

Here on the south coast we once 
had an excellent local station called 
BBC Radio Brighton, providing a 
service of local news and 
information plus contributions 
from local musicians and 
personalities. This was eventually 
changed to BBC Radio Sussex, 
making it somewhat less local. 

Then it became BBC Radio Sussex 
& Surrey and now it is BBC 
Southern Counties Radio, covering 
parts of Hampshire, too. 

Most of the original Brighton 
studios have been vacated, leaving 
a skeleton newsroom staff and no 
access for the public. What was 
once a local Brighton station is now 
run from Guildford and the all-talk 
output has little to interest listeners 
, in Sussex. Letters of complaint to 
the BBC bring a standard answer 
that this is what the public wants. 
IAN BUXTON 
Brighton, East Sussex 


Tally ho for a 
romantic future 

Sin Richard D North (“In hot 
pursuit of the irrational", 23 
January) argues that if fax-hunting 
is banned, riders may switch to drag- 
hunting, which he decries as “more 
predictable and less romantic". Fox- 
hunting very probably will be 
banned and’ the hunts will certainly 
switch to drag-hunting. 

The way to make drag-hunting 
more unpredictable and romantic 
is to make it a competitive sporL 
Rules can be devised, involving 
umpires with stop-watches. Imer- 
hunt tournaments, championships, 
league tables all become possible. 
And all the irrational, traditional, 
colourful and expensive elements 
of hunting will be lovingly 
preserved. Mr North should give 
this change bis backing, rather than 
waste effort defending a lost cause. 
RUPERT LEE 
London SW14 


Old trick 

Sin Your leading article (22 
January) suggesting salt-and- 
vinegar flavoured sprouts to 
persuade children to eat their 
vegetables is the method my 
grandmother used over 50 years 
ago. She chopped up my cabbage, 
sprinkled it with sugar and vinegar 
and convinced a reluctant grandson 
it was delirious. It never was though! 
ALAN HOBBS 
Oxford 








After the voters, 

the vultures 


The candidates are circling, waiting for their chance to seize the 
Tory leadership should Major lose the election. Donald Macintyre 
gives the low-down on the contenders and their chances of success 


S ome time this year, the chances 
are that the Tory party will have 
a new leader. Officially, no one is 
thinking about it. Unofficially 
some lories are thinking of little 
else. One Cabinet minister starts sending 
out Christmas cards to MPs he hasn't 
exchanged the time of day with for years. 
Another just happens to throw a cocktail 
party for parliamentary candidates in 
wjnnable seats. Slowly, discreetly, the cam- 
paigns have already begun. 

One of many reasons why the outcome 
will be so unpredictable is that the lead- 
ership contest will have its own dynamic. 
In John Redwood, Michael Portillo, and 
Michael Howard, there are at least three 
ambitious candidates on the right. That was 
true of the Labour Party modernisers too, 
when John Smith died in 1994. Eventually 
Gordon Brown agreed, over a famous din- 
ner at Granite in Islington, not to run. But 
then Brown and Blair had always agreed 
that only one of them would run for the 
leadership. No such blood brotherhood 
exists on the Toty right. All the right-wing 


candidates are ambitious men; there isn’t 
much likelihood that they will bold a 
“Super-Granite" and that two of them will 
stand down before the leadership contest 
opens. And if all three of them run, each 
will face a strong temptation to outbid each 
other for the hard right vote in the first bal- 
lot. And on Europe, for example, that 
could mean going just that bit further in 
contemplating withdrawal from the EU 
than the candidates might have intended. 

The challenge nevertheless for the right- 
wingers in the first ballot win be to be right 
wing enough to attract solid support among 
the Thatcherites, while not being so right 
wing as to frighten off the centre and left in 
the second and third ballots which any can- 
didate needs to emerge as victor. Private 
analyses circulating in Westminster of the 
party’s composition after the general elec- 
tion confirm strongly that the centre of grav- 
ity will swing sharply to the Etnophobie right. 
But they also suggest the left and centre wiS 
still be a force in the post-general election 
lory party. If the Tories were wiped out and 
got less than 100 seats, then the left and cen- 


tre left would probably muster just over 40 
seats. Around a dozen are unknowns, or 
undecideds and around 45 on the right or 
centre right -with more than half those on 
the hard right. If the Tbries win 200 seats 
then the rough breakdown from left to ri ght. 
is 80, 30, 90. And if the Tories win 250 seats, 
the breakdown would be roughly: 100, 35, 
115. So the right is significantly die biggest 
single group in each case; but fit no case do 
they overwhelm the party, 
lx Major loses, he could go straight away. 
Equally, he could decide to stay, perhaps 
until the party conference in October. 
Under the rules, and because of the summer 
recess, a May general election would make 
a challenge to him impossible before Novem- 
ber. And the greater the chance the party 
would have to see how the candidates are 
performing as Opposition spokesmen, the 
more those performances will matter to the 
outcome. In 1980 Labour preferred a uni- 
fying Michael Foot to Denis Healey, its like- 
liest general election victor. And the party 
still fell apart. The Tbries could yet split. But 

nothing unites a party like its capacity to win. 



Michael Heseltine 5-1 


Never, but never, rule out the 
Big H. True, in 1995 there was 
a strong suspicion that Hesel- 
tine never became a contender 
because there were fewer con- 
vinced supporters than in 1990, 
when he bad failed, finally, to 
beat either Margaret Thatcher 
or John Major. True the there 
is a touch of the Archie Rice 
about the old maestro, these 
days. And he alienated possi- 
ble right wing support at a 
meeting with the ‘92 group this 
week by giving clear pre-elec- 
tion ‘Twit up" warning to Euro- 
sceptics (while pointing out in 
passing that he had supported 
EMU opt out before John 
Major even became PM). But 
he has never given up yet. One 
theory is he could come in on 
a second ballot. Say for exam- 


ple Ken Clarke did well 
enough in the first ballot to 
show the left were still a force; 
but not well enough to beat the 
right. And say Blair had won by 
only a narrow majority, need- 
ing a second general election. 
Itcould postpone the big show- 
down. And young cardinals 
vote for old popes. 


Michael Portillo 5-1 


In political de-tox after a series 
of rash errors - allowing his 
male David Hart to set up a 
safe house to run a campaign 
that never was in July 1995 and 
making a crass speech to the 
1995 conference invoking the 
SAS for Tory purposes. Is 
steadily rehabilitating himself 
as orthodox and enthusiastic 
Defence Secretary - and 
reconnecting with Tory old 


right - while staying loyal to 
leadership, and conspicuously 
avoiding public boat-rocking 
over Europe. Advantages: 
charm, looks, intelligence. Dis- 
advantages: lingering doubts 
over (1) judgement and (2) 
whether, as hard-line Euro- 
sceptic (has obliquely ques- 
tioned whether even single 
market needs EC enforce- 
ment) he could Teach out to 
centrists in the party. 


Michael Howard 6-1 


Strong potential campaign 
already exists in shadow form 
including old rightists Sir 
Archie Hamilton and Six 
Nicholas Bonsor, along with 
key Maastricht rebel Sir 
Michael Spicer, plus ex-Cen- 
tral Office staffer and key 1997 
Commons entrant Inn Collins. 




K?" 


EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
AND RED SEA CRUISE OFFER 


Disco* er some of the most fascinating sites 
and cities in the uorid. Join Voyages of Discovery for a memorable 
1 1 ni"hi cruise on .\cgcan I - a friendly, comfortable ship, exclusively 
chartered for British passengers - and enjoy huge 
savings of up tn C500 per person. . 
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and excursions, which will greatly enhance 
the value of your time a.-hnre Mi cabins 
aboard Aegean I are bright, modem and 
comfortably furnished: all have (wo lower 
beds or a double bed. 
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Impressive trade record as ring 
leader of Euro-sceptic right 
within Cabinet, right back to 
1990. Has boldly led latest 
attempts to persuade John 
Major to abandon “wait and 
see"' policy on EMU. Made 
original Cabinet move before 
Christinas which led to yester- 
day s new Euio-sceptic tone on 
EMU. Advantages: as Home 
Secretary, most senior figure 
on the right, attractive and 
intelligent wife (ex-model San- 
dra Paul). Disadvantages: off- 
pul 


ger of peaking too early - it 
doesn’t help that he's already 
being written up as right-wing 
favourite. Semi-official posi- 
tion on Europe: hopes to stay 
in but would keep possible 
withdrawal threat as shot in 
negotiating locker. 


Stephen Dorrell 6-1 


taiy’s re 
are firmly on the left of the 
party. But be has since spec- 
tacularly trimmed by going 
Euro-sceptic ( now one of the 
Cabinet minority seeking 
change in the “wait and see" 
policy) and making wild claims 
that Margaret Thatcher was 
really a one-nation Conserva- 
tive. Also pleasing right wing 
by planning further privatisa- 
tion of social services. Impor- 
tant friends include Danny 
Finkelstcin. (he influential 
research director ai CCO. 
credited with “drying him out 


on Europe". Advantages: 
highly personable, good min- 
isterial track record (except at 
Heritage where he was notori- 
ously unhappy) and with real 
ajppeal for younger centrists in 
the party. Disadvantages: faces 
danger that bis rightward shuf- 
fle wQJ anger left without con- 
vincing right. 


Ken Clarke 7-1 


Conventional wisdom is that he 
couldn’t win the leadership of 
a now basically Euro-sceptic 
party. Which is peculiar given 
that (1) he was thought of as 
recently as 1993/4 as the man 
within a heartbeat of taking 
over from John Major, (2) 
even bis political enemies 
regard him as having been a 
highly successful Chancellor 
and obvious Prime Ministerial 
material, and (3) he is 
undoubtedly the politician 
Tony Blair would most fear as 
leader of the Opposition. Bul 
he will surely run, and the 
trimming of others on the left 
may give him enough space to 
do better than some MPs 
expect. If the party suffered 
meltdown, it might even come 
to its senses, forget ideology 
and choose him. 


John Redwood 8-1 


Believes he has earned the 
right to be the Thatcherites' 
standard-bearer. Michael Por- 
tillo had the chance to stand in 


1995 when John Major put his 
leadership up for grabs. He 
chose not to, even though Red- 
wood would have backed him. 
Redwood therefore showed 
the courage to resign from the 
Cabinet that Portillo failed to 
do. Disadvantage: widespread 
doubts about whether he could 
hold the party together, or 
win a general election. 


William Hague 8-1 


The Welsh Sccrctaiy is the 
right's “fourth man”: the party's 
one-time child prodigy is still 
ridiculously young at 36. But 
has definitely not ruled himself 
out of running this year, despite 
reports to the contrary (would 
back either Howard or Portillo 
if he didn't run.) After an elec- 
tion in which Blair wins well 
and could be in for two terms 
or more, it could suddenly 
make sense to “skip a genera- 
tion". Will only run, however, 
if he thinks he has a decent 
chance of winning. According 
to one ex-minister, “the one 
certainty is that sooner or later, 
Wiliam Hague will be leader of 
the Tbiy party". Disadvantage: 
relative inexperience. Advan- 
tages: impeccably Euro-sceptic 
- part of the an(i-"waii and see" 
minority in the Cabinet, while 
believing Britain should he “in 
Europe but not run by 
Europe". Of the four right 
wingers he has the best chance 
of appealing ro the left and cen- 
tre. At least one Cabinet min- 


ister on the left predicts he wfl] 
be leader fcy the end of tbeyear. 


Malcolm Rifkind 9*1 


Brilliant high flier. Some polit- 
ical ambiguities: although 
thought to be on the centre left 
in the 1970s (pro devolution 
for example), voted for 
Thatcher rather than Willie 
Whitelaw in the second ballot 
in 1975 and has been anti- 
EMU since well before he 
became Foreign Secretary. 
Infuriated Ken Clarke by 
including anti-EMU passage in 
Zurich speech last year. Was 
stoutco-defenderwith Clarke 
of wait and see policy -but also 
an enthusiastic architect of 
yesterday’s shift towards more 
sceptical language on EMU, 


Ian Lang: 10-1 


The essentially Majorite alter- 
native. Advantage: shrewd and 
amusing; doesn't attract hos- 
tility on cither left or right. Dis- 
advantage: too like Major and 
could lose Scottish seal. 


Gillian Shephard 12-1 


Like Ling, could have strong 
centrist appeal despite her 
Euro-sceptic leanings and 
made obvious leadership bid 
last year by publicly espousing 
corporal punishment. Not 
much sign of a bandwagon at 
present, Bul few people before 
the two 1974 general elections 


thought another woman edu- 
cation secretary, Margaret 
Thatcher, would be a candi- 
date, much less a winner. 


Michael Forsyth 15-1 


Clever, tough, and deep-dyed 
Euro-sceptic judged to have 
been a signal success on Scot- 
land. Has allies in parliamen- 
tary party but fighting to keep 
super-marginal Stirling seat. 


Chris Patten 50-1 


The prince over the wat 
Would be a charismatic sti 
dand-bearer for the left, and 1 
usefully shifted towards rij 
on Europe and on state spet 
ing in his time in Hong Koi 
But close friends insist he wo 
be a runner even if Major sti 
on until after he stops bei 
Governor at end of June. Pk 
to spend six months in Frar 
writing a book on Asia; w 
Lavender against him goi 
back into British politi 
(though would back him if 
did), will know neither 1992 
1997 intakes. Is fastidiou 
against the idea of being pa 
chuted into by-election » 
while incumbent is moved 
Lords -necessary if be were 
run. And could be offered a j 
by Blair [for example as 1c 
European Commissioner if! 
Leon Brittan stands dow 
Highly unlikely to be a cc 
tender - but the unexpect 
sometimes happens. 


Pity the computer that wants to think like us 


S ometimes you get 
enlightenment from 
listening to the news 
not because of what they tell 
you (the idea of being 
enlightened by what they tell 
you m the news is so far- 
fetched that only John Birt 
would believe in it) but 
because of the juxtaposition 
of news items. Stan putting a 
few unrelated news items 
together and you start 

making sense' of the world. 

Take, for instance, the 
following five leading news 
items which I have recently 
had jingling around in my 
mind like small change .1. 

1. Kevin Keegan has 
resigned as manager of 
Newcastle United, though 
nobody seems to be sure why. 

1 Several people have 
failed to go round the world 
in a balloon. (Actually, they 
have only failed to go round 
a quarter of the world, but it 
sounds better if you say they 
have foiled to go round the 
whole world.) 

3. Malcolm Rifkind is 
visiting the capitals of 
Europe to explain the British 
government policy on Europe 
not to other governments but 
to the people. He says he is 
doing this because the whole 


thing is bigger than just 
diplomats and bureaucrats, 
and should involve everyone 
in a great debate. 

4. As the royal yacbt 
Britannia goes on its last 
voyage, the Government 
proudly announces that the 
taxpayer will replace it with a 
new £60m ship. 

5. Computers arc getting 
ever nearer to being able to 
think like humans. 

Right. Let us look at these 
news items one by one. 

I. The mystery of Keegan’s 
resignation. The mystery here 
is not why Keegan resigned 
(the myslety is why any 
football manager stays in the 
job at all) but why it became 
such a sensational news 
headline. Most people don’t 
care about football. Most 
people even in Newcastle 
don) care a ku about 
football. Therefore most 
people do not think that Mr 
Keegan s resignation from 
one of the better football 
[cams in the north of England 
is a world-beating news 
headline. 1 would suspect that 
not even John Bin does, 
though of course wc do not 
know John Bin’s opinion on 
anything mundane, and 
we cannot understand 



Miles 

Kington 

his opinion on anything else. 

2. There arc two balloon 
mysteries here. One, the 
mystery oF why anyone would 
want lo go round ihc world 
ill a balloon. TIvq, the 
mystery of why an abject 
faiIure*to do so should be a 
leading news Hem. 

3. The mystery here is why 
Malcolm Rifldnd should think 
that the foreign secretary of a 
disruptive government which 
has another couple of months 
to run should be the best 
person to explain to the 
peoples or Europe what the 
European Community is all 


about. (One should always be 
wary when politicians talk 
about a “great debate". What 
ihey mean by this is restricting 
the discussion to their fellow 
politicians.) 

4. It is hard lo understand 
why the Government is so 
proud of announcing plans 
for a replacement for Ihc 

r* O'*! yacht H Britannia " at ihc 
iw moment when the new 
replacement is needed. Or, lo 
put it another way, why the 
Tiny government is so 
inefficient that it has only just 
thought about replacing the 
rojral yacht at a time when the 
Old One is on its very last trip 
It you or I announced, at the 
moment when our car had 
been taken off the road for 
6Jp£ l ^ al We were seriously 
thinking of getting a new one 
built, would wc be luoking for 
applause? 1 think not. 1 think 

we would be apologising. 

5. Every lime \ read thal 
computers may one day be 
able to think like humans, I 
think about such news items 
as the previous four and I 
think m myself that what 
computem want to be able to 
itoBthmk UNLIKE h Umans 

Human beings, after all 
are so self-centred and ’ 
parochial that we place 


ourselves at the centre of t 
universe and imagine it is s 
being done for our benefit 
Wc even conceive of God 
entirely in human terms, ii 
terms of what He can Or 
cannot do for us - when ar 
atheist says that he cannot 
believe in a God which 
would allow all this injustic 
and cruelty, what he is sayi 
is that he could only believ 
10 a God which gave 
mankind a special deal. 

And then we assume tha 
a computer’s top ambition 
would be to think like a 
human! The arrogance of i 
* ne parochial small- 
mindedness of such an 

assertion! If I were a 
computer, I would want to 
think bigger than that. If i 
were a computer, in short, 
would remember what 
Disraeli said to the Count 
o Orsay when they were 
discussing the advantages < 
various nationalities. 

D’OrsapYes.lamprou 
to be French! I was bora 

TO 1 a® French and I 
shall die French! 

Disraelfc whatl Have yo 

no ambition, sir? 

Yes, I hope computers hs 
more pnde and ambition th 
to want to think like human 


t 
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Let the Royals 
join the queue 
for ‘Britannia II’ 


L abour says it will review 
it. but ii rather looks as 
Lhough we are going Lo 
have lo pay for a new royal 
yacht. There are two possible 
responses to this. One is to 
argue the merits of the case - 
whether or not this is a fine 
statement of commitment to a 
valuable British institution or 
an absurd transfer of wealth 
from poor to rich. That is what 
we have had to date. The other 
response is to say: “OK, if that 
is the decision, how do we 
make it pay for itself?" Thai is 
what this column is about. 

My own acquaintance with 
royal yachts is limited, to say 
the least. But one of the sup- 
posed purposes of Britannia, 
much trumpeted during the 
past 36 hours, is promotion of 
trade, and 1 did once spend a 
day on it, cast as a spear-car- 
rier in the service of British 
exports. 

It was an interesting day at 
a number of levels. It was inter- 
esting in a Hedof-i sh sort of way 
to see the Queen's and the 
Duke of Edinburgh's studies: 
the one Mrs TiggywinUe. with 
its flowery print sofas, die other 
Man of Action, all wood pan- 
els and leather. It was interest- 
ing to talk to the crew, serving 
Royal Navy personnel whose 
next ship might be a mine- 
sweeper, and catch their per- 
ception of its value. I recall a 
young officer explaining that he 
felt the attraction to the Royal 
Family was that it was one 
place where they were not sur- 
rounded by people who fawned 
on them and could therefore 
feel at home - though I suspect 
that the naval officers selected 
for the job would be pretty 
good in the deference stakes. 

But my overriding impression was that it 
seemed dreadful value for money, our money, 
both on the cost and the revenue side of the 
equation. The ship was absurdly lavish in its 
use of labour, treating the naval crew of 250 
as though they were a free resource, hired to 
polish the thing till you could see your face in 
the engine-room pipes. It was almost as though 
jobs were thought up to keep people occupied, 
rather than the other way round. 

And on the “revenue” side? Well, there is no 
direct revenue, and that's fine, because not every 
aspect of public endeavour needs to raise bard 
cash. But we as taxpayers could reasonably 
expect careful cost-benefit analysis of whether 
the ship actually does help to generate business 
for the country, and a dear focus to its export 
promotion efforts. I fear neither exists. 

Above all, there seems to have been no effort 
to make full use of the property. If you are going 
to have an expensive asset, it must earn its keep. 
I am not suggesting that it should endlessly 
steam round the world - rather the reverse. A 
royal yacht needs to be used, aggressively and 
energetically, at the function at which It is best: 
a floating entertainment centre, the reward for 
le who have really earned it. 
e basis on which the new royal yacht is 
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to be run has to learn from 
these failings. The way a new 
Labour government (and 
guess that is where the final 
decision will be taken) can jus- 
tify what might appear a gross 
extravagance is to make it pay 
for itself - to make the asset 
sweat But how? 

There is a model, and it is not 
the sponsorship pattern that has 
now conquered sport. That is 
tacky. So wc can't have a Car- 
ling Britannia, though Fm sure 
the firms that sponsor sport 
would queue to sponsor this 
one. (And, sorry, we can't have 
a Carting Diana cither, despite 
the sporting ring of ibaL) 

No, the clever way of exploit- 
ing the brand is to keep control 
of the new royal yacht firmly in 
the public sector, and ‘then to 
allow three things to happen. 
One is to give ordinary people 
a sense of ownership: they have 
paid for it. so let them have a 
look around it The next is to 
use it as reward for people who 
have performed useful services 
for the country. And the third 
is to allow it to be used very, 
veiy carefully by the private 
sector, in return for a contri- 
bution towards its upkeep. 

The best model for the first 
two uses is the way the US 
administration uses the White 
House. A certain amount of 
time is set aside for anyone to 
see h. You queue up and you can 
have a look around. 1 would sug- 
gest that when the new yacht is 
in Britain there should be open 
days, maybe with some pre- 
booking to cope with the flow. 
But most of the time invitations 
should be used as a reward for 
people who have helped the 
country, or might help it in the 
future - pretty much as invita- 
tions to the While House are used in the United 
Slates, but without the political spin. 

And for the third role? I have been trying to 
work out how much money is needed for a new 
yacht to pay for itself. If the capital cost were 
£60ra, about £!0m a year would be needed to 
cover interest and pay off principal over a life 
of 30 years. Add in running costs of. say, £2m 
a year (against £5m at present), so you would 
be looking for £I2m a year. 

What is it worth in the market? A friendly 
yacht broker tells me that the largest private 
yacht normally available for hire, Leander , costs 
$50,000 ( £31.000) a day, plus expenses of about 
SLOjQOO. But Leander is a mere 245ft long, com- 
pared with the present Britannia at 412ft. A 
new royal yacht would be smaller, but must be 
worth double Leander. say £100,000 a day. 
Make it available, very discreetly, for favoured 
events deemed to be in the national interest 
for only 20 days a year and you've covered the 
running costs: make it 60 days a year and that 
is half the full costs. The rest of the time it goes 
around promoting British business in a struc- 
tured, measured way. And the Queen can still 
have the thing for her summer hols for what- 
ever fee Parliament decides is appropriate. 
Problem solved. 


Hamish 
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The way a 
new Labour 
government 
can justify 
what might 
appear a 
gross 

extravagance 
is to make it 
pay for itself 
- to make 
the asset 
sweat 


Superwoman, now 
playing nationwide 


W ho docs Super- 
man's Hoove r- 
ing? Lois 
Lane? I think 
we should be 
told, because if he were really 
Superman be would do it aU 
himself, wouldn’t he? He could 
appear on the 10 o'clock news 
and tell us bow normal he 
really is and we could say to 
each other, “Aw shucks, he is a 
regular guy who just happens to 
be able to fly." Or we could 
remind ourselves that Super- 
man is a fictional character 
and leave it at that. His female 
counterpart. Superwoman, 
however, has been discussed 
recently as Lhough she were 
real. Ever since Nicola Horlick 
lost her job we have been bom- 
barded with nonsense about 
Superwoman. Superwoman has 
destroyed the City's solar 
system. Superwoman has been 
brought down to earth. Super- 
woman may be storming 
around but is she who we think 
she is? Telephone lines have 
been set up so we can answer 
the question: “Is Nicola Horlick 
really a superwoman?" 

She is a superwoman 
because she earns a lot of 
money and has five children. Or 
she isn’t a superwoman because 
having a lot of money helps you 
have five children. Authentic 
superwomen we have been 
informed are actually those 
average working mums who 
don't have a million pounds at 
their disposal. 

So we are perturbed. Horlick 
may be described as a housewife 
-superstar because thanks to 
Margaret Thatcher and Dame 
Edna we know what this is. She 
may not, however, be described 
as a fat cat because fat cats are 
presumed to be male. One of 
her undoubted talents is clearly 
her ability to change her 
appearance. She is doll-like in 
some descriptions, frumpy in 
others. Clad in designer black 
with scarlet lipstick she is the 
archetypal Eighties vamp but 
she can transmogrify at any 
given moment into a bit of a 
frump, “a mumsy fund 
manager” who wears large 
frocks because as a “friend" put 
it, she is “generally pregnant". 
As pregnancy, we are reliably 
informed, shrinks a woman's 
brain, one imagines that being 
generally pregnant must mean 
a brain the size of a walnut, 
lntriguingly enough, the Hor- 
lick brain remains fairly sharp. 
Perhaps then she is not like 
other women at alL Perhaps this 
explains why she has a “ghostly 
complexion" or a colleague's 
remark that “there is some- 
thing strangely terrifying about 
her." Perhaps she is barking. 


by Suzanne Moore 
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Yet again one woman bears the 
burden of representing her gender 


As she said of her work mates 
in the city, “1 know they all think 
I'm mad - but I just bad this 
incredible urge to storm into 
Morgan Grenfell in London, 
then fly to Frankfurt." Weird. 
Other urges have emerged - the 
urge to be a Labour MP, the 
urge to share her domestic set- 
up with ITN, the urge to seek 
public reinstatement 
After all she is used to win- 
ning. In 1995 she said that at 
school she quickly learnt that “I 
could beat the boys at just about 
anything I set my mind to. 1 also 
learnt how silly they could be.” 
Now though, the boys think 


she is being very silly indeed, 
breaking the tribal taboos of the 
City with this histrionic display. 
Some say she has set the cause 
of female equality back by 
blabbing all over the place. She 
overestimated her own worth. 
Her ego. like her salary, got oul 
of hand. Her case illustrates the 
insanity of the star-system. She 
is not bigger than Morgan 
Grenfell just as Chris Evans is 
not bigger than Radio One. 

Only a few brave souls will 
support her. William Rees- 
Mogg in The Times believes she 
was underpaid but her mistake 
was in challenging the assump- 
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“arena for the public display of 
personality". Mind you a mil- 
lion pounds does not amount to 
much m The Times. You cannot 
apparently get a decent large 
family house in the centre of 
town for that sum. 

So did Superwoman fall or 
was she pushed? Either way it 
strikes me that even if HorhVk 
cannot re-enter the City, she 
will get along nicely so it doesn't 
too matter too much. What 
does matter though is that yet 
again one woman, however 
super, bears the burden of repr 
resenting her entire gender. 


No one much cares who does 
Chris Evans's ironing or is ask- 
ing whether he has set the 
cause of the ginger-haired back 
by 10 years. No one wonders 
whether he will be able to con- 
tinue his job as well as procre- 
ating. No one says that Evans's 
behaviour will reflect on DJs 
the country over. Evans is 
allowed to be a one-off because 
that is what he is paid to be. 

Ambitious women like Hor- 
lick, meanwhile, are “driven" 
and their private lives inspected 
for signs of anxiety. Other 
women will confidently tell 
them that they are missing out 
on their children's childhood. 
They tell stories of nannies 
ordered by other power-crazed 
superwomen to write down 
every word that their kids utter 
when they are not there so that 
they will not miss out. We watch 
documentaries of career harpies 
who leave their toddlers weep- 
ing and we see how unnatural 
it all is. Thus even a woman like 
Horlick must try desperately to 
present herself as natural. She 
must tell us that she is at the sick 
child's bedside, that she does 
the housework, just as Cherie 
Blair must pretend to knit com- 
plicated jumpers. 

These women may do it all, 
have it ail and then some. But 
when will they wake up and 
smell the cappuccino? Shirley 
Conran told us that life was too 
short to stuff mushrooms. It is 
also too short to delude our- 
selves. We make choices. Some- 
Limes our children suffer as 
well as gain from our choices. 
We may continue to argue 
about the repercussions of 
these choices. Meanwhile, to 
cram some Fifties version of 
authentic mothering into an 
hour a day is just insane. We 
have won nothing but the right 
as Erica Jong once said to be 
“terminally exhausted”. 

We do not know how much 
time Nicola Horlick's male col- 
leagues. or her husband come 
to that, spend with their fami- 
lies. Somehow the issue doesn’t 
arise. We know only of the jug- 
gling. the stress, the getting up 
at ridiculous hours of high- 
flyers like Horlick and of the 
sadism of others when the 
CTacks begin to show. 

Fictional characters like 
Superwoman may soar off into 
the skies leaving the rest of us 
under yet more pressure to 
keep our feet on the ground, to 
be super-real, super-ordinaiy 
whatever our successes. Super- 
woman, you see, is not veiy 
sisterly. She is the exception 
that challenges the rule and as 
long as we continue to believe 
in her. the rules as we have seen 
will stay exactly as they are. 


If Israel exists, then so does Palestine 

In international law, the two have equal claim to sovereign statehood, writes John V Whitbeck 


A n excruciatingly long and painful labour 
has finally given birth to a Hebron agree- 
ment in which Benjamin Netanyahu's 
government has essentially agreed to do is 1997 
what Israel was legally obligated to do in March 
1996, pursuant to an agreement solemnly signed 
in Washington in September 1995. These nego- 
tiations have demonstrated that under the pre- 
sent Israeli government, backsliding from agree- 
ments already signed is far more likely than any 
genuine progress toward peace. 

Fortunately, there is one giant step towards 
peace that the Palestinians and the international 
community can now take together, without 
Israel’s prior consent. They can dispel the dan- 
gerous illusions that the Palestinian lands con- 
quered by Israel in 1967 are “disputed” rather 
than occupied that Palestinian statehood is 
within Israel’s power to grant or deny, and that 
the “Palestinian Authority” is of has ever been 
anything but a transparent euphemism for the 
state of Palestine. 

There has long been a strange, other-worldly 
quality to the veil of words drawn across the face 
of Palestinian statehood Prime Minister 
Netanyahu pledged to his-Ukud party's congress 
last September that “you can dream every night 
and you will still wake up every morning and see: . 
there is no Palestinian state, there is no Pales- 
tinian state, there is not and there. wiD not be a 
Palestinian state". In feet, the state of Palestine 
already exists, and Palestinian statehood is not 
even an issue in the “permanent status” negoti- 
ations that formally began last May and which, 
accor ding to the Declaration of Principles signed 
in September 1993, must reach an agreement not 
later than May 1999. 

According to the Declaration of Principles, the 
issues to be covered during peonaneot status nego- 
tiations are “Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, 
security arrangements, borders, relations with 
other neighbours, and other issues of common 
interest”. Palestinian statehood is not mentioned, 
but the references to “borders” and “other neigh- 
bours” would TTialm no sense except in the con- 
text of an agreement between states. Israels even- 
Utal formal acceptance of Palestinian statehood 
s clearly implicit in the terms of the Decl arat i o n 
of Principles, but, as a matter of international law. 
Israel's prior acceptance is not an essential pre- 
condition for the state of Palestine to e x i s t. 

While extending diplomatic recognition to 
foreign states lies within the discretion of each 



The state of Palestine exists - its leaders should proclaim that fact to the world 


sovereign state, there are four customary crite- 
ria for sovereign statehood: a defined territory 
over which sovereignty is not seriously contested 
by any other state; a permanent population: the 
ability and willingness of the state to discharge 
international and treaty obligations, and effec- 
tive control over the state’s territory and 

S mJation. Judged by these criteria, the state of 
estine & on at least as firm a legal footing as 
the state of Israel. 

While Israel has never defined its ultimate 
borders, the state of Palestine has effectively done 
so. They encompass only that portion of historical 
Palestine occupied by Israel during the 1967 war. 
Sovereignty over expanded East Jerusalem is 
explicitly contested, even though, after nearly 
three decades, none of the world's other 192 
sovereign states has recognised Israel's claim to 
sovereignty. However, the sovereignty of the state 
of Palestine over the Gaza Strip and the rest of 
the West Bank is uncontested. 

Israel has never dared even to purport to annex 
these territories. Jordan renounced all claims to 
the Wfest Bank in favour of the Palestinians in July 
19SS. While Egypt administered the Gaza Strip 
for 19 years, it never asserted sovereignty over 


it. Since November 1988, when Palestinian state- 
hood was formally proclaimed by die Palestin- 
ian National Council meeting in Algiers, the only 
state asserting sovereignty over those portions of 
historical Palestine that Israel conquered in 
1967 (aside from expanded East Jerusalem) has 
been the state of Palestine, a state recognised as 
such by 124 other states encompassing the vast 
majonty of mankind. 

The permanence of Palestine's population is 
not in question. The state’s ability and willingness 
to discharge international and treaty obligations 
has been demonstrated by its establishment of 
diplomatic relations with a majority of the world’s 
other sovereign states and by its membership in 
various international organisations. 

The weak link in Palestine’s daim to already 
exist as a state was, until recently, the fourth 
criterion, “effective control”. When the stale was 
proclaimed, its entire territory was under the 
military occupation of another sovereign state. 
Now, however, a Palestinian executive and leg- 
islature (democratically elected with the enthu- 
siastic approval of the international community). 
Pales tinian ministries and courts, and substantial 
Palestinian security forces exercise “effective 


control" over a portion of Palestinian territory 
in which the great majority of the state's popu- 
lation lives. It can no longer be seriously argued 
that Palestine's claim to exist falls at the fourth 
and final hurdle. 

While drawing 3 vefl labelled “Palestinian 
Authority” across the face of the state may once 
have been necessary to the advancement of 
peace, this is dearly no longer the case. Polls show 
that a majority of Israelis are now willing to accept 
a Palestinian state. Indeed, in mid-December, Mr 
Netanyahu’s chief adviser and spokesman, David 
Bar-Dan. announced in a Jerusalem Post interview 
that his Prime Minister could accept a Palestin- 
ian state if Israel's security needs were adequately 
assured. This stunning reversal of positions 
elicited neither a prime ministerial correction nor 
any significant public outrage. 

Surely the time has now come for the 
Palestinian leadership to drop the veil and assert 
that the slate of Palestine exists on the soil of 
Palestine, and for the state of Palestine to apply 
to upgrade its status at the UN from observer to 
member state. 

If Palestine were to become a member state 
of the LIN, even the Netanyahu government 
would have no choice but lo recognise that the 
Earth is not flat and to negotiate seriously on how 
to structure the relationship between the two 
states in the mutual interests of their peoples. 
Even if the US dared to veto Palestinian 
membership, the focus of attention would have 
been effectively shifted from the realm of brute 
force (where Palestine is extremely weak) to the 
terrain of international law (where Rd estine is 
extraordinarily strong). 

Now that the Palestinian national movement 
has established a firm foothold of “effective con- 
trol" on the soil of Palestine, it is on the terrain 
of international law and international legitimacy 
that Palestine should and must pursue its strug- 
gle for peace with some measure of justice. 
Significant progress on this terrain could give 
Palestinians the confidence, pride and patience 
to resist a desperate, self-destructive return to vio- 
lence and to wait out a frustrating]}' prolonged 
period of minimal gains on the ground. 

Palestinian membership of the UN would 
make Middle East peace a question of when, not 
whether. It is an opportunity which can and must 
be seized. 

The writer is an intenutiiona} lawwr based in Paris. 
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Shares put on £llbn as pound takes 
a beating in New York and Tokyo 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Shares in London gained near- 
ly £llbn in value yesterday as 
the pound dived on the foreign 
exchanges. Expectations that in- 
terest rates will not have to in- 
crease until after the election 
battered the currency but took 
the FTSE 100 index to a record 
for the second day running. 

But a survey showing service 
industries booming in the final 

S er of last year as maim- 
ing struggled under the 
burden of the strong currency 
emphasised the dilemma over 
whether or not the Chancellor 
should raise interest rates. 

The British Chambers of 
Commerce, like the CBI earlier 
this week, urged Mr Clarke 
against this. Commenting on its 
quarterly survey of business, the 
BCC deputy director general 
Ian Peters, raid: “It is important 
for the performance of manu- 
facturers, and particularly the 
larger ones, that we don't risk 
snuffing out the manufacturing 
recovery by increasing interest 
rates at tins stage.” 

The pound fell sharply in 
New York and Tbkyo overnight 
before settling during yester- 
day's trading in London. The 
finger of suspicion pointed at 
hedge funds run by speculators 
such as George Sores. 

A spokesman for Mr Soros 
said hjs fund never comment- 
ed on its investment policies, but 
traders said there had been 
widespread sales of sterling by 
big investors in order to take 
profits after the currency's 
strong gains since the summer. 

Paul Meggy esi, an analyst at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
said: “Sterling corrections, 
when they happen, are short and 
nasty . Once the dam breaks, the 
flows are huge." 


The sterling index against 
other currencies closed 1.4 
points lower at 95.8 yesterday. 
The pound lost nearly 5 pfen- 
nigs, falling to DM16685, and 
declined more than two cents to 
$1.6278. It continued to lose val- 
ue as trading opened in New 
York. The FTSE 100 index 
gained more than 52 points to 
ck*.' at 4,271.5, aided by a 
buoy.. *t morning on Wall 
Street, as tbe financial markets 
stuck to their assessment that 
Mr Clarke can avoid having to 
increase the cost of borrowing. 

Big exporters such as phar- 
maceuticals companies were 
among the best performers as 
they stand to gain most from the 
drop in sterling. 


Explaining bis decision ear- 
lier this month to leave rates un- 
changed in the face of the 
Bank’s advice, the Chancellor 
dwelt on the strong pound's im- 
pact on industry. 

But analysts did not yet ex- 
pect the setback to sterling to 
weaken the Chancellor's resis- 
tance to Bank of England ad- 
vice in favour of higher base 
rates, although the Treasury 
had no comment. As one offi- 
cial remarked: ‘‘We don't talk 
about the pound on the way up, 
and we don't talk about it on the 
way down." 

A survey of more than 8,600 
companies showed that manu- 
facturing orders fell in the final 
quarter of 1996 and output 



growth stalled. Although re- 
ported business confidence in 
the sector increased, firms re- 
ported planned cuts in invest- 
ment and employment. 

“The strong pound is be- 
coming a serious issue for 
manufacturers,” Mr Peters said. 
Of the big companies taking 
part in the survey, 95 per cent 
said the rise in sterling - of 
about 8 per cent between the 
summer and the end of last year 
- was hindering their business. 
The pound had climbed as 
much again between the new 
year ana tbe start of this week. 

On the other hand, the indi- 
cators for the service sector were 
at the highest since the survey 
began in 1989. Confidence, 
home and export orders, em- 
ployment and investment all in- 
creased. Most significant in 
terms of inflationary pressures, 
service companies reported in- 
creased recruitment difficul- 
ties and expressed concern 
about rising pay awards. 

“There are dear signs the ser- 
vice sector is overheating,” said 
David Maclde, UK economist 
at investment bank JP Morgan. 
"This hi ghlig hts the dilemma 
about interest rates. You can 
come out with whatever policy 
prescription you want to.” 

following a series ofweaker- 
than -expected economic sta- 
tistics since the new year, many 
financial analysts had revised 
their view that strong growth 
would force Mr Clarke to fol- 
lowup October's quarter-point 
rise in base rates with a second 
increase. The pound lost 
ground to the dollar as a result, 
but its exchange rate against 
other currencies did not catch 
up until yesterday. 

“This was a fall waiting to 
happen," said Chris Himer, 
currency analyst at BZW. 

Comment, page 21 



Buoyant: Wall Street is convinced that the Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, can now avoid 
having to increase the cost of borrowing 


Large’s 

departure 



at SIB 


Nic Cicutti 


The Securities and Investments 
Board has begun the search for 
a new chairman after Sir An- 
drew Large, the present of- 
fice-holder, said yesterday he 
would not serve another term 
despite being asked to stay on. 

Sir Andrew said that after five 
years at the helm he felt it was 
time to move on. “I was charged 
to oversee the implemenr.tion 
of evolutionary change out- 
lined in my 1993 review [of fi- 
nancial service regulation].” he 
said. “The bulk of this is now 
complete. So this is a logical 
time for a change of chairman. 
The main unfinished piece of 
business is the unsatisfactory 
rate of prcigress on the pensions 
review. This will be a key focal 
point for me in my remaining 
period of office." 

Both Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, and Eddie George. 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, said they regretted Sir 
Andrew's derision to go on 31 
May, despite being asked to re- 
main, as first revealed in The In- 
dependent last year. 

Sir Andrew's departure 
brings to an end five years of un- 
precedented regulatory change 
for the financial services in- 
dustry and the City. As i'lB 
chairman. Sir Andrew oversaw 
several key reforms including 
more disclosure of financial in” 
formation. He set in trait a 
clean-up of the personal pen- 
sions industry after a review 
showed up to 1J5 million peo- 
ple might have been mis-sold a 
personal pension. 


British Gas outgrows its £150m computer system 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

British Gas's troubled new 
£J50m customer billing system, 
thought to be Europe's largest 
and most ambitious computer 
project, could soon be out of 
date and and will not be able to 
cope with the company’s 
planned expansion into the do- 
mestic electricity market, senior 
industry sources warn. 

The company now faces the 
embarrassing task of develop- 
ing another computer system to 
handle its drive to sell electric- 
ity when the power market 
opens up to competition in 
199$. Centrica, the gas supply 
company which will be for- 
mally demerged from British 
Gas next month, has already 
made clear that its long-term 
future lies 3s a multi-utility, 
offering electricity supplies to its 
19 million gas customers- 

The latest computer prob- 
lems come just months after 


Jsper 

a further £80m on top of the 
original investment to sort out 
serious glitches in the system, 
known as Tariff Gas Billing 
(TGB), which led to a huge in- 
crease in customer complaints. 

The Gas Consumers Coun- 
cil was inundated last year with 
complaints from people who 
were unable to get through to 
the company’s customer service 
representatives.. 

Earlier this week Mike 
Alexander, managing director 
of British CJas Trading (BGT). 
the supply division, told a Com- 
mons select committee that the 
billing problems had mostly 
been ironed out. “I hope 1997 
will not see a repeat of 1996," 
he told MFs. 

However figures released 
yesterday from the Gas Con- 
sumers Council showed that 
complaints against BGT re- 
ceived in December, at 1.963. 
were still 101 per cent ahenre 
1995. Total complaints against 


BGT last year also surged by 103 
percent to 34,211. 

The new shortcomings in the 
billing system stem from the 
need to accelerate the timetable 
of the project after the Gov- 
ernment decided to bring for- 


ward the introduction of do- 
mestic gas competition from 
2000-20fcio 1996- 199S. This in- 
volved replacing 12 regional 
computer databases, which used 
more than 60 separate networks 
of differing ages and specifica- 


Great computer cock-ups 


O IbuniK The Infamous Stock Exchange “paperless" share settle- 
ment system, abandoned after an estimated £140m was invested. 

D Department of Social Security: A system called Operational 
Strategy to computerise benefits payments was originally planned 
to cost £7Q0m in the fate 1980s, The Government now plans to 
spend £2.6bn. 

CJ Wessex Regional Health Authority: Scrapped a computer 
database in 1990 after spending £63m. 

lI Hytfer: Abandoned an electricity billing project m 1996 after 
spending £35m. 

□ London Ambulance Service: During 1991-92 had two 
attempts to computerise ambulance dispatch costing £9m. 

□ Performing Rights Society: Developed a system called 
PROMS to computerise royalties for performing artists. So far 
£16m has been spent. 

Source: "Computer Weekly'. 


Lions, with a single national sys- 
tem that could track British 
Gas's residential customers as 
they switched to rival suppliers. 

Instead of developing an en- 
tirely new system. British Gas 
was forced to base the TGB pro- 
ject on sin expanded version of 
its existing regional database in 
ihe West Midlands. ICLwas giv- 
en the contract to replace hard- 
ware in l while the software 
systems were developed by 
British Gas's in-house infor- 
mation technology team with the 
target of going live across the 
UK in juM two years. 

"The fact that we managed to 
build it at all in that lime is an 
incredible achievement.” said 
one person involved in the pa'- 
ject. A similar sized system 
constructed hv British Telecom 
from the late i'JSUs look at least 
twice as |i»ng to develop. 

Though the TGB system is 
currently being developed in 
allow gas hills and boiler service 
contracts to be merged on to 


one customer statement, the 
move to joint bilting for elec- 
tricity contracts is thought to be 
much more difficult. A 
spokesman for British Gas 
Trading said yesterday: "The de- 
cision about specifically how we 
are going to bill electricity cus- 
tomers has not been taken yet.” 

Once source close to the pro- 
ject suggested the most likely so- 
lution was a separate computer 
system which would "talk" to the 
existing system. However this 
would not only involve heavy ad- 
ditional investment but also ex- 
pensive modifications to the 
TGB system on top of the 
£150m so far invested. 

British Gas is far from the first 
large company to experience se- 
rious setbacks to computer pro- 
jects. Last November Hyder. 
the multi-utility that owns Swulec 
and Welsh Water, scrapped a 
£35m computer investment 
which was a! s i intended to spear- 
head a drive into the competitive 
electricity market in iwuN. 


BoE tells 

banks not 
to relax 



standards 


Jill Trean or 

Banking Correspondent 


PepsiCo to spin off Pizza Hut and KFC 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


PepsiCo is expected to an- 
nounce a multi-billion dollar de- 
merger of its Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, Taco Bell and Pizza 
Hut restaurants to concentrate 
on the cut-throat battle with 
Coca-Cola for dominance of the 
soft drink market and its Frito- 
Lav snacks business. 

The company's board met 
yesterday, although a spokes- 
man refused to confirm or deny 
press reports in the US that the 
restaurants were to be spun off. 
If the deal goes ahead, it would 
be the firel significant move by 


the new chief executive. Roger 
Enrico, who took tbe reins at 
Pepsi last ApriL 

Shareholders have called for 
some time for PepsiCo to sell 
or spin off its underperforming 
restaurants, which have failed 
to live up to expectations ever 
since the company entered the 
business 25 years ago. 

One or more of the chains 
has consistently caused prob- 
lems in recent years, dragging 
group earnings lower and soak" 
ing up the company’s capital 
spending and management 
lime. Analysis believe the busi- 
ness has (ailed to earn even its 
cost of capital. 


Although restaurants are 
Pepsi's largest business with an 
estimated 36 per cent of the 
group's SJI.Shn |£i9.6bn) in 
sales last year, they accounted 
for only about 22 per cent of its 
53.7bn profit. 

A spin-off would create one 
of the biggest restaurant com- 
panies in the US. PepsiCo is tile 
second-largest restaurant op- 
erator by sales in America af- 
ter McDonald's. 

The prospect of a demerger 
was welcomed by shareholders 
and bondholders alike, with 
Fitch Investors Service, the 
credit analysis, saying a sepa- 
ration would improve Pepsi's 


credit quality because it would 
allow the company to concen- 
trate on its soft drinks and 
snacks operations. 

Coke has been consistently 
gaining market share at Pepsi's 
expense throughout the world, 
a record that has been reflect- 
ed in a sharply betler share price 
performance and the gain of 
some overseas bottling con- 
tracts from its rival. 

Despite pumping more than 
S2bn into its bolding operations 
in recem years, Pepsi only ac- 
counts for about a fifth of the 
soft drink market overseas, 
where it also sells hrands such 
as 7Up and Mountain Dew. 


It is widely thought that the 
acquisitions of Pizza Hut in 
1«77. Taco lie II a year later, and 
Kentucky Fried" Chicken in 
JVS6 helped take its eye off the 
ball in its main battle. Last year. 
Christopher Sinclair, the 45- 
y ear-old head of Pepsi's global 
beverage operations, resigned 
after just four months in the job. 
citing personal reasons. 

In 1 995. the most recent fig- 
ures available, Pepsi owned 
5.200 Pizza Hut restaurants 
and had franchised a further 
o.7Uti. It had a total of almost 
6.500 Taco Bell owned and 
franchised outlets and more 
than 5.0UM KFC rcslaurants. 
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British banks 
warn over EU 
capital rules 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


British bankers warned yestcr- 
day that European banks could 
sufter a serious competitive 
disadvantage against banks 
from uiher parts of the world 
because regulator*, will require- 
them to .vet aside more capital 
ns a safety net against losses. 

Thu main problem is that 
banks which are members of 
European Union stales are sub- 
ject to an EU law. the Capital 
Adequacy Directive (CAD) 

This prevents the EU hanks 
laRing advantage of new i n - 
Jemational standards set hv 
banking supervisors in Basic 
Switzerland, which take effect 
this year. The standards re- 
quire banks m put aside less „f 
Uiur capita! to hack a riven 
amount or business. “H s an in 
tcrnaiional trade issue that 
could disadvantage the EU and 
London said Peter Vjpond. av 

SSr -' r f lnr “ f British 

o.jnki.rs Association. 

su P av: *' r > have 
allowed hanks to u*.e . ; i., r e so 

phis lieu led methods - Known as 
Value at Risk |VAR) - Ul ", 

culuk- i lie amount v»t capital 

l "™ cr market risks 
LU hanks are unable toadof. 


these international standards 
until they have been adopted in 
to the CAD. But, because of the 
slow pace of business in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament. British 
bankers fear they could be dis- 
advantaged for at least two 
years - rhe length of time they 
bcheve it will take for the 
amendments to the CAD to 
pa« through Parliament. 

Taking London as an exam- 
ple, this means that a branch of 

an American bank, which is sub- 
ject to US regulation, will need 
less capita] to conduct its busi- 
ness than a British one. This 
makes it cheaper for the Aroer- 
tcan bank to trade, giving it a 
competitive advantage. 

It also means that a subsidiary 
oi an American bank - in con- 
trast to the branch, regulated by 
the Bank of England - will be 
required to set aside more cap- 
ital to meet EU rules. "Thiscre- 
ates a problem of regulatory 
wbere ^escould be 
rooked depending on where the 

M?W t S J d geiS * Capea - , ' Said 

A subsidiary could benefit 
European rules, giving 
freedom to trade throughout 
F.W^eatthesamTtime 

allowing them to benefit from 

the lower capital rules. 


* 


Hie Bank of England yesterday 

warned commercial banks not 
to let their credit officers 
on water" and relax their lend- 
ing standards in the expectation 
that bad debts would continue 
to remain low. 

Michael Foot, an executive 
director of the Bank of England, 
also cautioned banks against 
basing lending decisions on as- 
sumptions that the next eco- 
nomic downturn would be like 
the last one. 

He advised banks not to 
abandon their minimum mar- 
gins on pricing just because their 
rivals had. 

Neither should they sacrifice 
covenants, which give them tbe 
right to intervene in the affairs 
of a borrower and suggest re- 
medial action, because it would 
leave them vulnerable to the ac- 
curacy of their original lending 
decision. 

He also said b anks should re- 
sist being influenced by shifting 
sentiment towards “hot” mar- 
kets, products or industries. 
“One excellent discipline here 
is to regularly ask yourself why 
you think more about the eco- 
nomics and risks of mandate X 
than your competitors, 

“No satisfactory answer to 
this very basic question maybe 
means you don’t want that 
mandate after all!” 

Banks were crippled fare soar- 
ing bad debt provisions in the 
early 1990s when economic re- 
cession coincided with the end 
of a housing boom. After bat- 
tling to cut these provisions, 
banks are experiencing lower 
bad debts as a result of the eco- 
nomic recovery and in recent 
months the Bank of England 
has been warning banks not to 
be duped into lending money 
more freely because their bad 
debts have fallen. 

This could also happen be- 
cause banks are beginning to as- 
sume that the low-inflation 
environment will mean that 
swings in nominal interest rates 
may be less severe than in pre- 
vious decades. 

Mr foot said it was still a mat- 
ter of debate whether this would 
actually reduce bad debts- "But, 
even it if it does, the point I am 
making is that the bad debt ex- 
perience of the last three years 
had been by any standards ex- 
ceptionally low; and it is exactly 
at such points in the leading cy- 
cle in the past that credit offi- 
cers begin to think that ‘it is 
always going to t>e like this’ or 
in the worst cases, that they can 
walk an water.” 

He urged banks not to ignore 
the information of the early 
i 990s when recession hit and in- 
terest rates soared 
It would be far too simplis- 
tic to assume lhat all default risk 
would be eliminated by more 
stable maero-economic condi- 
tions. 
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Spectre of the late Eighties rattles its chains 


‘It only demands a 
modest rise in 
interest rates to skim 
the froth off the 
expansion and keep 
inflation on course to 
meet its target this 
year and next’ 


O ne person who will noi have been sur- 
prised by ihe pound’s sharp fall yester- 
day is Eddie George, Governor of the Bank 
of England. In the Bank’s last Inflation Re- 
port. published in Novemhcr when sterling 
had climbed only hallway towards its recent 
peak, it warned that the reason for the ex- 
change rate rise was the expectation that base 
rates would be going up again. If that did not 
happen, the currency would suffer a rever- 
sal. ihe Bank said. 

And so it has. Although criticised by many 
City experts for arguing that a strong pound 
was not a substitute for higher interest rates, 
the Bank's analysis has been vindicated. 

The spectre of the late 1980s is rattling its 
chains. Keeping interest rates low because 
of a strong exchange rate in 1987 was one of 
the main forces driving the Lawson boom. 
The domestic economy, led by the service 
industries and London, is booming again now 
-perhaps not on the same scale as a decade 
ago. but it still deserves the description. 

It only demands a modest rise in interest 
rates to skim the froth off the expansion and 
keep inflation on course to meet its target 
this year and next. That would also help 
deliver a sensible correction in share prices, 
which must be vulnerable to a sharper fall 
later if they continue to set new records day 
in, day out. 

The other side of the coin is that the strong 
pound was undoubtedly beginning 10 hurt 
manufacturers. But to go for the easy policy 
option of unchanged interest rates and a com- 


fortably weaker pound won't necessarily ben- 
efit them long term. The likely consequence 
of choosing ires route is over-rapid consumer 
spending and higher inflation. For that all you 
get is a short-term fix for manufacturing, now 
less than a quarter of the economy. 

Mr Geoige was not Governor in 1987 but 
played a big role in the discussions then. 
Chancellor Lawson opted for the low inter- 
est rate . weaker pound combination, and wc 
can remember the results of that. Anybody 
with negative equity as a result of the hous- 
ing boom and bust cs still living with the pol- 
icy mistake. And so did manufacturing in the 
subsequent downturn. 

Mr Clarke is facing the dilemma for the 
first lime. He’s also got a genera] election 
coming up within a few months. But let’s noL 
hear any of that guff about the decision being 
a finely balanced one on economic grounds. 
Given Britain’s dismal record as a high- infla- 
tion country whose currency loses its value 
ewer the long run. this time policy shouid err 
in the other direction. Until it does, there 
is no chance whatsoever of sterling becom- 
ing the “safe haven” currency dreamt of by 
some of Mr Clarke's Eurosceptic colleagues. 

Andrew Cook gets 
the last laugh 

A ndrew Cook always did run his company, 
xxthe metal-bashing concern William 
Cook, like a private fiefdom; now it’s actu- 


ally going to become one. With news of yes- 
terday’s buyout bid, the Cadbury and Grecn- 
bury codes on corporate governance and pay, 
which never seemed to mean a great deal to 
him, can now safely be buried altogether. 

For a time there, it looked as if Mr Cook 
would be toppled, not so much because the 
City didn't believe his claims that the com- 
pany was worth much more than Triplex 
Uoyd was bidding, but because investors 
were heartily fed up with what was widely 
seen as a cavalier approach to capital mar- 
kets. They were as a consequence prepar- 
ing to sell him out. 

Mr Cook made so little effort to keep ana- 
lysts and investors informed about progress 
down the years that forecasts made during 
the Triplex bid of bertcr-than-expected prof- 
its were met with widespread incredulity. 

' Promises to mend his ways by appointing 
more non-executives and splitting the role 
of chairman and chief executive always 
sounded a bit hollow, coining from someone 
who once described his £l_5m golden para- 
chute as “a pittance”. 

It was also quite difficult 10 reconcile his 
claim that William Cook was worth at least 
double Triplex Lloyd’s original 309p offer 
when a month before (he bid was launched 
both his pension fund and William Cook 
bought back shares in the company at prices 
between 239p-248p a share. But Mr Cook 
gets Lhc last laugh. 

Now up pop some venture capitalists who 
not only believe his valuation arguments, but 


don't appear to give a fig about all those cor- 
porate governance concerns either. It seems 
unlikely that Triplex Lloyd can come back, 
given the hammering its share price has 
taken during the course of this bid. Nor can 
h really feign surprise at the turn of events. 
On 20 December it said in a circular: “If 
William Cook really believes it is worth very 
substantially in ’excess of Triplex Lloyd's 
offer, is should set about finding someone 
prepared to pay that price because it does 
not appear able to deliver this value on its 
own.” Oh dear. 

Banking mistakes will 
come around again 

Qounding like Ecyore, the lugubrious 
Ofriend of Christopher Robin for whom 
good news is always another excuse for 
gloom, has long been pan of a central bank 
supervisor's business. And actually it makes 
perfect sense for anybody who has had a 
bird’s eye view of the banking industry over 
several economic cycles. Come what may, 
clangers will be dropped as growth gives way 
lo recession, and cast iron propositions 
agreed during a lending boom turn out to 
be as full of holes as a colander. 

Another inevitability is that during the 
upturn. lots of clever people deliver ratio- 
nal arguments that say the cyde has changed, 
banks have learnt and the next downturn will 
be less ferocious in character. 


Michael Foot, die Bank of England’s exec- 
utive director in charge of supervision, gave 
another timely reminder yesterday that this 
is the point in the cycle at which, in the worst 
eases, banks think they can walk on water. 

Some of our biggest banks, organisations 
that in theory make a living out of judging 

risks correctly, have in the past been very bad 
at doing just that. 

But there has been progress since the 
lending howlers exposed by the last reces- 
sion. These days banks have much better sys- 
tems for pricing and assessing risks. The old 
approach was often not much better than 
sticking a thumb in the air to see which way 
the wind was blowing. 

Even so. statistical analysis can itself con- 
tain traps for bankers trying to look forward 
at the likely impact of the next downturn. 
This is especially the case if the assumptions 
on which their work is based are flawed. 
There are also important areas of lending, 
such as to large companies and to govern- 
ments, where subjective judgements will 
always be required. 

Even in a world of low inflation growth 
there is still plenty of scope for bad lend- 
ing. Fraud, technical innovation -which can 
make some markets disappear altogether 
- and just the simple lending error ail await 
Lbe un can nous banker. It is quite possible 
that the next cycle of banking mistakes will 
be less ferocious than in the 1980s, but it 
is hasn't gone for good. Of that we can be 
certain. 


Cook plans buyout 
to thwart Triplex 


Patrick Tooher 

The battle for control of 
Sheffield-based steel castings 
group William Cook took a 
highly unusual turn yesterday 
when Andrew Cook, the com- 
pany’s executive chairman, un- 
veiled plans to lead a £80m 
management buyout to thwart 
a hostile bid from engineering 
rival Triplex Lloyd. 

The surprise move to take 
WQliam Cook private means the 
60-day bid clock will start 
ticking all over again when the 
management buyout team 
sends its offer document to 
William Cook’s shareholders, 
probably next week. 

At 425p a share Mr Cook's 
cash bid, backed by venture cap- 
ital group Electra Fleming, tops 
Triplex Lloyd’s latest cash and 
shares offer, worth 386.5p at last 
night's close. Shares in William 


Cook, temporarily suspended 
early yesterday at 375p pending 
an announcement, ended 45p 
higher at 420p while Triplex 
Lloyd was 2p better at 190p. 

Mr Cook is selling his 4.6 per 
cent stake in William Cook and 
reinvesting it in Steel Castings, 
the vehicle formed by Electra to 
launch the buyout He will re- 
tain his role as executive chair- 
man in the new company. 
Another 21 senior managers wul 
also invest in the buyout 

Analysts were surprised at Ihe 
latest twist in the often acrimo- 
nious takeover S3ga which be- 
gan in November when Triplex 
made a hostile £58m offer. 

“Nobody saw this coming on 
the horizon at this late stage in 
the bid,” said John Dean, ana- 
lyst at stockbrokers Albert E 
Sharp. “It is a very unusual form 
of ‘white knight’.” 

Sources familiar with the 


takeover said the Cook camp 
had been in discussions with 
Electra about a buyout since 
Christmas, but Triplex's revised 
offer had forced its hand. 

Triplex Lloyd said it reserved 
the right to raise its offer again 
for William Cook and was con- 
sidering its position in the light 
of the proposed buyout 

“It is the logical conclusion of 
Andrew Cook’s strategy of re- 
treat” said Graham Lockyer, 
chief executive. "Triplex Lim'd 
alone offers the opportunity for 
existing shareholders to partic- 
ipate in the future potential of 
the combined group.” 

Triplex Lloyd raised its offer 
on Tuesday to 21 new Triplex 
shares and £37.40 in cash for 
every 20 William Cook shares. 
There is a 383.4p cash alterna- 
tive. Triplex’s shares fell sharply 
after it increased its offer amid 
fears it was overstretching itself 



Christmas lift 
for Burton 


Nigel Cope 


Rejuvenated: John Hoemer, the American chief executive of Burton who has turned the 
group around. Debenhams remains the group’s star performer 


Burton became the latest high 
street retailer to report an en- 
couraging though unspectacu- 
lar Christinas yesterday. While 
womenswear performed well in 
both Debenhams and the mul- 
tiples such as Evans and 
Dorothy Perkins, sales of 
menswear were “not as good”. 

Burton's announcement 
leaves only Marks & Spencer of 
the big retailers yet to report its 
Christmas trading statement Of 
the supermarket groups Sains- 
bury will issue a trading update 
today. 

Burton, which has been re- 
juvenated under chief executive 
John Hoemer, said group sales 
in the 20 weeks to 18 January 
were 11. 1 percent ahead of the 
same period last year. Deben- 
hams and the chain stores con- 
tributed 7.3 per cent of the 
growth. The remainder came 
tom Burton’s recent mail or- 


der acquisitions, Innovations 
and Racing Green. 

Burton also reported that its 
margin increased by a full per- 
centage point over the year. 

Debenhams once again 
proved itself to be the group's 
star performer. It increased 
sales by 9 per cent with the two 
new stores in Dublin and Lin- 
coln performing well. 

Two more stores will open in 
the Leeds White Rose Centre 
and at Barrow in Fumess in the 
spring. 

Speaking to shareholders at 
the group's annual meeting 
yesterday. Burton chairman Sir 
John Hoskyns said the group 
was starting to integrate Inno- 
vations and Racing Green, both 
acquired last year. 

Though the trading state- 
ment was in line with expecta- 
tions , Burton shares dosed 
6.75p lower at 155p, largely on 
profit-taking. 

Investment Column, page 22 


Daimler managers face axe 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Daimler-Benz, Germany's 
largest industrial company, an- 
nounced plans yesterday to slim 
down its management structure 
in an effort to maximise share- 
holders’ earnings. The biggest 
casualty in the long-awaited 
reorganisation is Mercedes- 
Benz. the car subsidiaiy, which 
will be merged into the parent 
company on 1 April. 

The restructuring, which was 
approved by the company's 
supervisory board yesterday, 
cuts the number of business 
units from 35 to 23, abolishing 
middle and upper layers of 


management in the process. 
Daimler dedined to cornrnem 
on how many managers would 
be made redundant, or on es- 
timates by analysts that possi- 
bly 1,600 senior jobs would be 
lost. All business units will re- 
port directly to the new 10- 
m ember board of management 

“As a result of the restructur- 
ing, the divisional managers w31 
have a significantly larger mea- 
sure of responsibility, and will be 
able to function as true entre- 
preneurs," the company’s chair- 
man. Jurgen Schrempp, said. 

“This wOl encourage fast and 
flexible decision-making which 
win enable Daimler-Benz to se- 
cure and improve its competi- 


tive position in the interna- 
tional marketplace.” 

Analysis agree that the com- 
pany’s cumbersome structure 
has long been due for an over- 
haul, but remain divided about 
the wisdom of abolishing the 
autonomy of its roost successful 
subsidiary. Mercedes-Benz was 
responsible for the bulk of the 
DM1.6bn (£5 60m) profit esti- 
mated for 1996, carrying the 
burden for other units such as 
the aeronautics division Dasa 
which is barely breaking even. 

Insiders suspect the fate of 
Mercedes was sealed by a long- 
running power struggle between 
its chairman, Helmut Werner, 
and Mr Schrempp, who emerges 


from the overhaul with greater 
control. Mr Werner resigned in 
disgust last week. A curt com- 
pany statement issued yesterday 
“thanks him for his outstanding 
achievement to the group”. 

• Analysts point out that 
whereas Mr Werner was a re- 
spected figure in the motor in- 
dustry. Mr Schrempp, who wfll 
now have the final say over new 
models, worked his way up in 
Daimler Aerospace. 

But there is no disputing Mr 
Schrempp's achievement in 
turning around Germany’s 
industrial giant. After a record 
operating loss of DM5.7bn in 
1995, Daimler-Benz was nudged 
back into the black last year. 


Venture capital 
threatened by 



Roger Trapp 


The Big Six leading accountancy 
firms are threatening the future 
of the venture capital industry 
by pl anning to operate a cartel 
under which they will limit their 
liability on due diligence work, 
claims the British Venture 
Capital Association. 

It says in a submission to the 
Officeof Fair Hading (OFT) 
published yesterday that the 
proposed agreement by such 
firms as Coopers & Ly brand, 
KPMG and Arthur Andersen 
would “seriously restrict com- 
petition” between the accoun- 
tancy firms. It also argues that 
it would “interfere with the 
rights and ability of BVGA 
members to negotiate agree- . 
meats for due diligence services 
on an individual basis". 

The move follows the Big : 
Six’s application to the OFT last 
autumn for approval of a £25m 
cap on damages arising out of 
claims, mostly in the manage- 
ment buyout field, as part of the 
firms* lo ng -r unning campaign to 
protect themselves from com- 
panies’ increa sin g w illing ness to 
sue. One firm, KPMG, has al- 
ready incorporated its audit 
arm and at least two others are 
planning to set up limi ted lia- 
bility partnerships in Jersey to 


move 


give their partners greater pro- 
tection from law suits. 

Under die Companies Act. ac- 
countants are prevented from 
agreeing a limit cm their liability 
relating to audits. But they say 
that the Department of Trade 
and Industry has encouraged 
them m tighte n up thetr risk man- 
agement "by limiting liability in 
such areas as corporate fi n a n ce . 

Martin Gagen, chairman of 
the BVCAs legal and technical 
committee, said he could under- 
stand accountants' concern 
about the prospect of large lia- 
bilities, but added that the 
agreement was “an unwarranted 
uniform imposition”. The terms 
. might appear reasonable, but in 
fed “sought to protect negligent 
finns by an unfair transfer of risk 
to financiers suffering a loss”. 

“The Big Six are exploiting 
their ‘carter position by reduc- 
ing the level of competition 
amongst them and are removing 
the rights of venture capital 
firms to negotiate terms for 

accountancy services on an 
individual basis.” 

However, Graeme Robinson, 
an Erns t & Young accountant 
who sits on the committee, ar- 
gued that the planned agreement 

was the result of discussions 
with venture capital houses and 
followed legal advice. 


In Brief 


■ A consortium including United Utilities has won one of two 
contracts to take over the running of water and sewerage services 
in the Phflrppines. The 25-year deal, requiring investment of $1.7bn 
(£lbn), involves the company taking a concession to operate the 
water system for the east of the capital, Manila, with its partner 
Bechtel through a joint venture called Internationa] Water, Ini- 
tially the United Utilities consortium will inject S80m of equity 
into the consortium, which will serve 4.6 million customers out 
of Manila's total population of 12 million. United Utilities said 
there was a good prospect that the new water operation could 
be ultimately be floated. One task will be to clear up Manila’s 
basic or non-existent sewerage systems, a major cause of cholera. 

• The British Bankers’ Association is urging mortgage lenders 
to stan disclosing the way they account for mortgage incentives 
worth hundreds of millions of pounds a year, following a 
warning from the Bank of England. The banking industry's trade 
association has published a consultation paper which tightens up 
current practice. The Bank warned last May that “caution needs 
to be exercised in the methods of accounting which are adopted 
for any schemes used to induce business”. Problems arise because 
mortgage lenders do not have to disclose whether they are paying 
for the incentives during the financial year in which they are 
granted, or whether they are spreading the cost, or amortising 
ft, over a number of years. Lenders also do not have to disclose 
the period over which they are spreading the cost. 

• Royal Bank of Scotland expects to create 200 jobs in Southend 
aver the next five years after it opens new premises there for the 
bank’s Credit Card Game. Chairman Lord Younger said the move 
is necessary because of the growth in its credit card business. 

• BZW believes the current bull market has further to run. de- 

spite shares being overvalued by historical standards. The in- 
vestment bank’s latest annual study of investment trends dating 
back to 1918, the BZW Equity-Gilt Study, puts the annual real 
return on equities at 12.9 per cent since the current upswing in 
the market began in 1981. That is more than double toe 7.9 per 
cent long-run average, but Michael Hughes, head of BZWs eco- 
nomics and strategy, said he saw no reason for the sort of rise in 
interest rates which would bring the latest run to an end. A cor- 
rection was more likely to come in 1999, during the next upturn 
in the economic cycle, he said- Full report, page 24 

• Singapore has reached an agreement with the US to open avi- 
ation markets to allow unrestricted air travel between the two 
nations. The “open sides’’ agreement, is part of a broader US push 
to gain greater access to Pacific Rim destinations. 
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Medeva link-ups 
boost drug shares 


Magnus Grimond 


Medeva, the pharmaceuticals 
group, yesterday prompted 
share price rises across the sec- 
tor after unveiling collabora- 
tions with two biotechnology 
companies and an upbeat state- 
ment on its drugs pipeline. 

Peptide Therapeutics saw its 
shares jump 47 .5p to 289p after 
Medeva said it was spending 
£3ra taking a 2.5 per cent stake 
in the Cam bridge -based group 
at 340p a share and transferring 
to it a portfolio of vaccines. 

In a separate deal, Medeva is 
taking on the full clinical de- 
velopment of a “chiral" form of 
its methylpbenidate behaviour 
modifying drug from Chiro- 
science, whose shares rose 9p to 
327.5p. Medeva's shares ended 
8J>p higher at 288p. 

The positive news dragged up 
shares in British Biotech, the UK 
biotechnology industry’s biggest 
group, by 21J>p to 230p, while 
Celsus also saw a 2p rise to i 12p 
after announcing a new mar- 
keting alliance for its System- 
Sure hygiene monitoring system 
with Diversey. part of Unilever. 

The Peptide deal will see 
Medeva hand over certain in- 


ogy for a consideration of £lm, 
with a further £lm contingent 
on development work to be car- 
ried out by Medeva over the 
next two years. 

One of the best short-term 
prospects relates to a vaccine 
against E coli, the bacteria 
which has killed 17 people in 
Scotland in one of the worst out- 
breaks ever. Clinical trials on 
that are likely to start next 


year, while phase one tests on 
r adminis 


tellectual property rights to 
oral and nasal vaccine technol- 


a nasally administered Hu vac- 
cine and phase two trials of an 
oral typhoid vaccine are both 
due to begin later this year. 

Medeva's chief executive, 
Bill Bogie, said it would retain 

the right to commercialise the 
products, giving a royalty to JFfep- 
lide. The market for vaccines, 
which was worth £2.1bn in 1995, 
is expected to double over the 
next few years. 

Meanwhile, analysts wel- 
comed the metbylphenidate 
news as underwriting the future 
growth prospects for the drug, 
which in its normal form is 
Medeva's main product. Chiro- 
srience said a phase one study 
involving 12 healthy adults had 
confirmed the tolerability of the 
new formulation and had 
demonstrated dosing advan- 
tages. Medeva will now take it 


into commercial development, 
leading to a regulatory filing ex- 
pected in the second half of 
1999 in .both Europe and the 
US, and will also finance the 
scaling up of the manufacturing 
process. 

The success of a chiral, or 
more chemically pure, form of 
methylpbenidate would allow 
Medeva to patent what is cur- 
rently just a generic form of 
Ciba's Rititin, used in the con- 
trol of unruly children. Some of 
the possible benefits of the new 
drug are that it could be used 
at half the dose, offer fewer side 
effects and be more reliably 
effective across a greater range 
of people, Mr Bogie said. 

Medeva also reported an en- 
couraging response to both the 
latest phase three trials of its 
Hepagene compound as a vac- 
cine against hepatitis B and 
proof of principle tests for its ef- 
ficacy as a treatment for the 
disease. 

Mr Bogie said Medeva would 
apply for a licence to sell the 
vaccine in the US and Europe 
in 1998 to access a market of 
500,000 doses a year. It would 
decide by mid-year whether to 
move to commercial develop- 
ment of Hepagene in its treat- 
ment form, he added. 


3i chief executive surprises 
City with early retirement 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Ewen Macpberson yesterday 
surprised the City by announc- 
ing he is to retire early as chief 
executive of 31, the venture 
capital group he steered to a 
stock market flotation in 1994. 

A spokesman said the depar- 
ture was “very straightforward". 
There was no disagreement and 
no question of a payoff to Mr 
Macpherson, who has been with 
3i for more than 25 yeais. 

Mr Macpherson said: “I shall 
□ot be retiring from business life 
but, at the age of 55, 1 am look- 
ing forward to new challenges. 


1 shall be continuing my non-ex- 
ecutive- activities at Scottish 
Power and M&G Group.'’ 

A 3i source said: “He sur- 
prised quite a lot of people, but 
he could have stayed as long as 
he wanted." He is understood 
to have come back to his office 
this week after his 55th birth- 
day on Sunday and told col- 
leagues of his plan to depart in 
the summer. In the City, there 
was speculation that he would 
soon be in line for a non-exec- 
utive chairmanship. 

Mr Macpherson is to be suc- 
ceeded in July as chief execu- 
tive by Brian Larcombe. 43, the 
finance director. Martin Gagen 


and Peter Williams, joint heads 
of the UK investment busi- 
ness, are to join the 3i board as 
executive directors. 

As well as earning a full pen- 
sion from 5i, where he was paid 
£392,000 in the year to March 
1996, the accounts show that Mr 
Macpherson held share options 
which at last night's price would 
have given a paper profit before 
tax of just over £2m. 

Sir George Russell, chairman 
of 3i, said Mr Macpherson had 
steered 3i through a period of 
substantial change and devel- 
opment. “Many of the achieve- 
ments are due to Ewen’s vision, 
determination and persistence." 


Burton still needs to build sales 

. ■ _ trt 


John Hoeraer. the amiable American 
who has turned around Burton, is fond 
of saying that just because the group’s 
recoveiy is more or less complete, it 
does not mean that there is nothing left 
to play for. “This is not the beginning 
of the end, it is the end of the begin- 
ning,” is the way he puts it. In a way 
his comments echo Archie Norman's 
"from recovery to breakout" slogan at 
Asda, another corporate basket case 
that has been successfully rejuvenated. 

The Burton group has been stabilised 
for some time now with price-cutting 
a thing of the past and margins by and 
large restored. Though margins are still 
poor at Burton Menswear, Principles 
and Top Man, the challenge has moved 
on to building sales. 

If the good run of Burton shares is 
to continue, however. Burton needs to 
improve turnover growth more than it 
has been. 

This made yesterday's trading state- 
ment at Button's AGM interesting 
reading. Total group sales in the 30 weels 
to 18 January were 11.1 per cent ahead 
of the same period last year. Of this, 3. S 
percentage points were contributed by 
the recent mah order acquisitions In- 
novations and Racing Green. Though 
no specific figure was issued on like-for- 
Kke sales increase, the figure is estimated 
at around 6.5 per cent 

While Christmas and new year trad- 
ing was good in the womenswear mul- 
tiples and in Debenhams, menswear 
sales were less impressive. Deben- 
hams Uke-for-like sales were encour- 
aging at 7.4 per cent but Burton sales 
were only slightly ahead. 

Two new Debenhams stores have 
been added in Dublin and Lincoln and 
are performing in line with expecta- 
tions. A further two outlets will open 
in the Leeds White Rose Centre and 
in Barrow in Furness in the spring. 

There was more good news on mar- 
gins with the gross figure up by a full 
percentage point. Costs are being held 
in line with earlier indications. 

As a group Burton has only recently 
started to drive sales higher after a pe- 
riod between 1993 and 1995 when they 
went nowhere. Sales this year should be 
£400m higher than two years ago. 

The shares have had an extremely 
good run, rising from 51p in 1994 to 


The Investment Column 


£185m the shares trade on a forward 
rating of 18. Not cheap but stQl 
worth holding. 
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Moriand has a 
lot on its plate 


Moriand, the Oxfordshire-based pub 
and brewing group most famous for its 
Old Speckled Hen strong ale, has 
read its Henley Centre forecasts as 
closely as anyone else and knows that 
the eating out market is set to grow at 
a handsome lick for the rest of the 
decade and beyond. It also knows that 
It has lagged its peers in the sector in 
building a me anin gful position in the 
restaurants market, so yesterday’s 
acquisition of 24 Exchange bars from 
Allied Domecq came as no surprise. 

Exchange is a TGI Friday-style 
American diner which takes Moriand 
away from its retail expertise in man- 
aged pub brands such as the Newt & 
Cucumber and Wig & Pen, But it has 
plainly been undermanaged by Allied, 
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shares hardly changed. They closed 25p 
lower at 585p. 
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Burton : at a glance 
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but only thanks to the acquisition at 
the beginning of 1996 of Charles 
Hurst, a Northern Ireland car dealer. 
After a dramatic fall from grace over 
the past three years. Lookers is now 
deemed to be worth only eight times 
expected earnings this year and the 
shares yield 8.6 per cent, twice as much 
as the rest of the market. 

Why that should be is slightly 
puzzling. Results for the year to 
September were dull but they hardly 
threatened the collapse that Lookers 
ratine would imply. Earnings pier share 

~ < r /• loot 


of 15.5p were slightly ahead of last 
’the final 
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no 


155p, though they showed a 6.75p drop 
s took prof- 


yesterday as some investors took prat 
its. Looting forward. Burton's mail or- 
der acquisitions look promising .though 
they are not expected to contribute to 
profits in the short term. Burton plans 
to have all its brands on catalogues over 
the next two years. 

Added to this is the positive senti- 
ment in the market, where the City 
believes in Mr Hoerner and is conO- 



Share price pence 



1392 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


year's 15. Ip and the final dividend of 
5.4p made for a full-year total of 8p, 
just better than last year's 7.9p. The 
Charles Hurst acquisition appears to 
be bedding in quite satisfactorily even 
despite the resumption of hostilities in 
the province. 

But back in England the problems 
that have dogged the sector remain as 
insoluble as ever. Retail sales, the only 
really profitable part of the trade, re- 
main sluggish while the growth has 
come from the highly competitive, low- 
margin fleet sales area. There axe 
simply too many dealers chasing too 
few sales. In addition. Lookers suffers 
from a heavy exposure to Rover, itself 
struggling, and Vauxhall. 

Profits of £9m this year and £9Jm 
next suggest pretty anaemic growth and 
little chance of much of a re-rating. The 
shares, which have fallen from 278p in 
1994, are likely to remain dull. 


London 
Clubs 
takes a 
stake in 
Vegas 


Tom Stevenson 

Crty Editor 


London Clubs International, 
owner of the Les Ambassadeurs 
and Ritz gaming clubs, is mov- 
ing from its luxury West End 
heartland to take a stake in a ho- 
tel and casino on Las Vegas's 
brash main boulevard, known as 
“The Strip". 

LC1 said yesterday it was in- 
vesting $50m (£3lm) for a 25 
per cent stake in .Aladdin Gam- 
ing, a casino operator which has 
just received approval for a 
giant 2.600-room hotel devel- 
opment with a 125.000 square 
fool main casino floor and a 
themed entertainment and 
shopping mall. 

Alan Goodcnough. chief ex- 
ecutive of London Clubs, said: 
“Wc are very pleased to be en- 
tering the world’s largest gam- 
ing market with .Aladdin. The 
redeveloped and expanded 
Aladdin Hotel and Casino will 
allow London Cubs to offer an 
entirely new standard of luxury 
in the Las Vegas market." 

Aladdin said it had been at- 
tracted to London Clubs be- 
cause of its expertise in running 
so-called “salle privet" gaming 
clubs. The expansion ofthc Al- 
addin casino will include (he de- 



The Strip pays off: London Clubs' shares rose 15p to 345p after it invested $50m in Las Vegas-based Aladdin Gaming 


velopment of these lop-of-the- 
market gaming facilities. Jack 
Sommer, chairman of Aladdin, 
said: “We are bringing the pre- 
mier international gaming com- 
pany to the entertainment 
epicentre of the world." 

London Clubs, now worth 


about £430m after tripling in 
value in the past two-and-a-half 
years, has been expanding its 
business rapidly in Europe* and 
the Middle East since it float- 
ed on the stock market in June 
1994. The Aladdin project is 
London Club's first gaming 


venture in the US. and is 
thought to be the first big op- 
erational involvement in a Las 
Vegas Strip hotel by a publicly 
quoted European company. 

As well as taking a 25 per cent 
slake in the underlying properly 
of the Aladdin and its gaming 


operations. LCI will have total 
responsibility for the opera- 
tion of die venture's “premium 
player" activities, which will 
have 30 tables and 100 high- 
level slot machines. LCI will 
have a seal on Aladdin's board. 

The market welcomed the 


move yesterday, with London 
Clubs shares closing 1 5p higher 
at 345 p, helping reverse the 
weakness in ihe price since 
interim figures in December 
highlighted a shortage of high 
rollers at the company's leading 
casinos in the capital 


Premium income rises 
1.9% at United Assurance 


Nic Cicutti 


United Assurance, the insurer 
created out of the recent 
merger of United Friendly and 
Refuge Assurance, two home 
service companies, yesterday 
announced an increase of 1.9 
percent in premium income to 
£66m in 1996. 

The slight overall increase 
masked differences between 
both companies in the premi- 
ums received. Refuge's ordinary 
branch business grew slightly 
from JESJI to £8.4m in 1996. 
United Friendly's income 
dropped marginally to £9.6m. 

On the industrial branch side, 
where premiums arc collected 


door-to-door. Refuge's income 
dipped lo £ 1 1.9m, while 
Untied's dropped by £1.6m to 
£7.5m. 

Nevertheless, the results were 
welcomed by the merged com- 
pany's group chief executive 
George Mack: “Overall, busi- 
ness performance was broadly 
in line with expectations, main- 
taining progress in the latter 
part of the year, following the 
announcement of the merger. 

"Our immediate priority is to 
continue with the integration of 
the two organisations as quickly 
and effective])' as possible, while 
at the same time minimising any 
disruption to the production of 
new business." 


Despite the relatively static 
flow of regular premiums, the 
merged organisation's PEP and 
unit trust income rose 53 per 
cent to £38m. underlining a 
growing trend for savers to opt 
for one-off investments rather 
than stick to long-lent! schemes. 

Both companies merged to 
become a new- £1.5bn insurer 
late last year, in a move 
expected to cost up to 1.800 
jobs, a quarter of staff in both 
Organisations, this year. 

The merger reflected long- 
running contractions being 
suffered by the UK insurance 
industry, hit by rising costs and 
over-supply in an increasing!)’ 
competitive market. 


Chelsea joins with Geldof to 
launch radio station for fens 


Rob Brown 

Media Editor 


The rapid commercialisation of 
football showed no sign of abat- 
ing yesterday when Chelsea an- 
nounced it was teaming up with 
Bob Geldof s independent pro- 
duction company. Planet 24, to 
launch a radio station for fans 
of the London club. 

Chelsea football club, which 
is owned by the publicly quot- 
ed Chelsea Village, is following 
in the footsteps of its big rivals, 
Manchester united. Newcastle 
United and Blackburn Rovers, 
which have pioneered club ra- 
dio, a business that is already 
well-established in the US. 


Radio Chelsea will be backed 
by advertising and will broad- 
cast from Sain to midnight on 
home match days, using a re- 
stricted license granted by the 
Radio Authority. Its coverage 
will revolve around the club's 
matches, offering a running 
commentaiy of the game along 
with pre-match build-up and 
post-match analysis. 

Announcing the planned ven- 
ture yesterday. Chelsea's special 
projects manager. Chris Man- 
son. said: "We are wry con- 
scious of the fact this is a 
community devoted to Chelsea 
and we want lo contribute u> 
that sense of community." 

Alex Connock. managing di- 


rector of Planet 24 Radio, said: 
“Obviously this is a commercial 
deal. But it is also a great op- 
portunity for us as an Indepen- 
dent producer, ft gives us the 
airtime we need \u show 1 what 
we can do." 

Celebrities who support 
Chelsea, such as MPs David 
Mellor and Sebastian Coe. and 
racing driver Damon Hill, arc 
likely to pop up as guest pre- 
senters. 

Planet 24. creator of Channel 
4 s The flip llivukfiiM, was pan 
of a consortium which foiled ,i 
few months back to win a li- 
cence to start up a radio station 
specially pitched at homosexu- 
als in London, 


In Brief 


Ryland, the motor group, has abandoned bid talks k was hold- 
with an unnamed suitor. The company's shares dropped from 


100.5p to 88p on the news. A spokesman said: “It’s our unani 
"than 


mous belief that the benefits of our strategy and our strong man- 
ufacturing relationships are becoming clear and shareholders’ 
interests are best served by continuing to develop these strengths.’’ 
Ryland also released results for the six months to 31 October, 
shewing a 29 per cent jump in pre-tax profits to £2m. 


• Ai Hours, the second-largest tour operator in the UK, said the 
outlook, for this year in all its main markets showed an improvement 
over the previous year. David Crossland, chairman, told the an- 
nual general meeting that higher demand had led to higher load 
factors in all of the company’s businesses. In the UK, Airtours 
Holidays winter bookings were 10 per cent up and market ca- 
pacity appeared to be at the same level as last year. Airtours’ sum- 
mer bookings were now cumulatively 4S per cent higher but the 
figure will fall as stock is sold. 


• Camas has sold the highw^amstruction, highway maintenance 
and surfacing activities carried out by Camas Associated Asphalt 
for £7.6m cash to a management buyout team. The deal has been 
financed by Gresham Trust and the Bank of Scotland. Camas will 
retain the regional surfacing operations based in Exeter, Bedford 
and Thetford. and the asphalt coating plant in Deptford, which 
has been integrated into its core construction aggregates business. 


• BUI Orde, a founder member of Sunset & Vine, has quit as an 
executive director of The Television Corporation. He is setting 
up World Sport Broadcasting, a new subsidiary of TTC. to de- 
velop several broadcast concepts for radio and television. Pro- 
jects include a 30-minute weekly radio sports programme for 
international distribution, six one-hour television documentaries 
commissioned by an international manufacturer and proeram- 
ming for next year’s World Cup in France 


• Marling Industries has sold Its Muller Elastics healthcare prod- 
ucts group to Tyu'x of Denmark for £2.5m. The company saidit 
nct . £5 - 4m ,0!is on the disposal, but the sale would 
enable it to focus investment on its seat-belt webbing operations. 
The disposal proceeds will be used to reduce debts. 
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885.1m shares, 
47.690 bargains 
Gilts Index 
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market report / shares 


Sterling’s fell starts a stampede into exporters 


J FMAM J J A SONO J 


The stock market was in eu- 
phoric mood as sterling weak- 
ened and takeover talk swirled 
around. 

Tlie pound's dramatic slide 
started the stampede. Said 
one leading stockbroker: “1 was 
in my hath when I heard on the 
radio about the pound's sud- 
den Tall from grace: as soon as 
the market opened we were 
ready to sell domestic shares, 
like supermarkets, and pile 
into exporters." 

He was not the only one to 
get the message. Exporters. hiL 
as sterling strengthened in re- 
cent months, were suddenly in 
rampant form as many of the 
groups with extensive home 
market exposure wilted. 

The drugs groups enjoyed 
the additional benefit of yet an- 
other round of takeover spec- 
ulation. SmithKline Beechnut 
led blue chips with a 3feSp gain 
to 880p with some talking of a 
strike from Roche, the Swiss 
giant. Zeneca, for long the 


favoured Roche target, jumped 
5Jp to 1. 723.5 p. 

But a 32.5 p gain to 956.5p 
by Glaxo Wellcome, which 
could eventually descend on 
Zeneca, illustrated die pound's 
strong contribution to the mar- 
ket's drugs fixation. 

Others drawing encourage- 
ment from sterling included 
Grand Metropolitan, British 
Steel and Allied Domccq. 

It was enough to lift Footsie 
52.4 points, its best gain since 
November, to a 4.271.5 peak. 
The supporting FTSE 250 in- 
dex jumped 29 to cross 4,600 for 
the first lime, ending at 4,61a. 

Datastream calculated the 
market is now valued at 
£1 17.6bn with yesterday’s ad- 
vance adding £11.9bn. 

Retailers were big casualties. 
A sudden round of negative 
comments on superstores also 
took its toll. For example Bar- 
clays dc Zoctc Wedd said sell 
Somerlield and ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett turned bearish 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


on J Sainsbury, trading state- 
ment today, and Asda. But 
Klcinwort Benson, NatWest 
Securities and SBC Warburg 
were largely posimv on the sec- 
tor. The latest AGB Research 
supermarket survey, indicating 
a fall in Asda's market share, 
was another influence. 

Worries about Sainsbury 
also eroded confidence. There 
are fears the group will produce 
a cautious trading message 
with some talking about the 
possibility of reorganisation 
charges and provisions against 
unexpected do-it-yourself costs. 
The shares, however, bucked 
the trend, up 5p to 39 2p. 

The expected interest rate 
standstill until the election 


and what appeared to be a 
scramble by some institutions 
to climb on the equities band- 
wagon also contributed to the 
market's exhilarating display. 

Fund managers were again 
on bid alert on the story Ger- 
man bank Dresdner is on the 
prowl. Mercury Asset Man- 
agement gained 3l-5p to 
l»307-5p and Henderson Ad- 
ministration moved ahead 55p 
to lJ325p. 

National Grid gained 3p to 
21Sp with Kleinwort signalling 
a 240p target and Smiths In- 
dustries improved 19_5p to 
774.5p ahead of an Albert E 
Sharp presentation. 

Williams Holdings was 
helped 7p higher to 334p by 


BZW support. Dixons fell 8-5p 
to 498 -5p: a seller of more than 
I million shares had to retire 
without dealing. 

Senior Engineering put on 
4p to 1 17p m busy trading on 
whispers of takeover action. 
William Cook, with an £80m 
leverage buyout threatening 
the contested Triplex Lloyd of- 
fer, rose 45p to 720p. Triplex, 
considering its next move, 
finned 2p to 190p. 

Second-line drug shares 
were active with Medeva, up 
85p to 2S8p following a link 
with Peptide Therapeutics, 
47.5p higher at 289p. British 
Biotech came in from the cold, 
up 21-5p to 23 Op. Shield Di- 
agnostics fell 7p to 130.5p af- 
ter warning about losses. 

Thomas Jonrdan, the con- 
sumer group, held at 46p; 
David Abell has lifted his in- 
terest to 21.23 percent English 
National Investment Co. con- 
trolled by Joseph Lewis, scored 
a 49p gam to 172i*p as the Ba- 


hamas-based multi-millionaire 
granted the company an option 
on his £40m, 25.1 per cent 
stake in Glasgow Rangers. 

Critctaley. ad electric com- 
ponents group, fell 37.5p to 
760p on profit downgrades and 
Ryinnd. the garage chain, re- 
versed 12pto 885pas bid talks, 
thought to be with Sanderson 
Bramah, broke down. 

Wainhoxnes, the builder, 
finned to 134p; after the mar- 
ket dosed Belhvay Homes said 
it had sold its4.8 percent stake, 
seemingly at 130p. Barra tt 
Developments was a victim of 
the switch to exporters, tum- 
bling 10:5p to 275p and John 
D Wood, the upmarket estate 
agent, rose 9.5p to 99.5 p after 
a 244 per cent interim profits 
gain to £795,000. 

Manchester Ltd climbed 
9Jp to 728 _5p. Sharelink. the 
ex ecu Lion-only broker, said of 
its 10 roost actively traded 
shares in the past week five 
were football clubs. 


£3 Electronic Retailing Sys- 
tems, AIM's only Nasdaq 
stock, pressed up a S35p 
gain to a 325p peak. The 
shares were Boated at 145p 
last summer by stockbroker 
Henderson Crosthwaite. The 
company has produced a sys- 
tem allowing price changes 
and stock information to be 
transmitted between a store’s 
central computer and the 
shelf display. 

n Cambridge Mineral Re- 
sources. up 0-5p to 10-5p, is 
said to be having an interest- 
ing time in Donegal where it 
is seeking gem stones. Ac- 
cording to the Irish rumour 
mill it has found evidence of 
possible diam ond and sap- 
phire indicating deposits. The 
company, which also has ex- 
ploration interests in Spain 
and Sweden, refused to com- 
ment. Its shares, now traded 
on Ofex, are due to move to 
AIM in the next few months. 
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Why equities beat cash 
and gilts hands down 


The latest Equity-Gilt Study 
from Barclays de Zoete Wedd, 
die investment bank, always 
makes fascinating reading. But 
the publication of this annual 
look at the performance of 
equities, gflts and cash over most 

of the years of this century 
holds more than usual interest 
this year as stock markets on 
both sides of the Atlantic hit 
new all-time peaks. 

Investors mesmerised by the 
heights equities are reaching 
would do well to take stock of 
how shares have performed 
over the long term and whether 
any lessons can be learnt about 
the future, particularly in view 
of the many Jeremiahs fore- 
casting a crash in 1997. 

First, the conclusions of the 
past. It will probably coroe as lit- 
tle surprise to most seasoned in- 
vestors that equities have 
massively outperformed both 
gilts and cash since the end of 
World War One, when the 
BZW study begins. From 1919 
to 1996 shares have turned in 
an inflation-adjusted “real” re- 
turn of 7.S6 per cent a year, 
against just under 2 per cent for 
government bonds and less 
than IS percent for cash. In the 
words of Michael Hughes, 
BZW’s bead of economics and 
strategy, investors are being 
paid a S.9 per cent premium for 
the extra risk of bolding shares. 

This margin looks high, given 
the history. For one thing, there 
have been times when cash has 
hardly been as safe as houses. 
During the last war it turned in 
a negative annual return of 
2.69 per cent, while anyone 
who kept their wealth in cash 
during the decade covering the 
1970s would have lost around 
28 per cent of it in real terms. 

But the risk of holding equi- 
ties also looks grossly over- 
stated, at least over long 
periods. BZW calculates that 
the chance of equities outper- 
forming both gilts and cash is 
arouno 70 per cent over two 
years, rising to a massive 96 or 
97 per cent over 10 years. That 
said, there have been quite 
lengthy periods when investors 
have needed strong nerves: 
during the late 1930s and the 


Magnus Grimond delves into a 
new study by BZW which makes a 
strong case for share investment 


19705, shares produced several 
consecutively negative years, 
with 1974 recording a whopping 
58 per cent loss. 

The facts, however, speak for 
themselves: £100 put mto the 
stock market in 1918 would now 
be worth £786 JO, whereas a 
similar investment in gilts would 
have been virtually wiped out, 
being worth just £3.10 now. 

So the first lesson from BZW 
is that everyone should be in 
equities if they want to protect 
their wealth. The second is 
that, if they can. they should 
reinvest the income. Ploughing 
back dividends into the stock 
market would have turned that 
same £100 into £36J28 over the 
past 7& years, with around two- 
thirds of the return coming 
from the dividend yield. In- 
cluding dividends, it means 


higher rate tax payers have en- 
joyed a real annual return of 3.9 
per cent, comfortably above 
the average 2.1 per cent growth 
in the economy. 

' Clearly, however, wealth is 
not just for hoarding and most 
investors do not operate on the 
three- or four-generation 
timescale of the BZW study. 
There are times when selling eq- 
uities is more profitable in the 
short term than holding them, 
so Mr Hughes* conclusion that 
“investment is more about di- 
rection than valuation” seems 
anomatie- if an investor knows 
the direction of the next trend 
in the market, he can clearly 
ignore any fundamental valua- 
tion methods. But his point is 
that turning points tend to be 
dictated by competition for 
money between the economy 


Equities have massively outperformed gilts. 
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and the stock market, which 
forces up interest rates, rather 
than any sudden over- or under- 
valuation in itself. 

Hie $64,000 question is what 
this means for the market. The 
current upswing has been run- 
ning since 1981, according to 
BZW, when long bond yields 
topped out. “When yon have a 
very long-term bull market, it’s 
unlikely to end with a whimper. 
In other words, you get things 
so overvalued that the correc- 
tion is normally quite severe,” 
Mr Hughes warns. But he reck- 
ons we will not be at that stage 
until the end of the decade. 

As be points out. equities 
have sustained periods of ap- 
parent over-valuation lasting 
several years in the past. The 
chart, which shows actual share 
prices against three different fair 
valuation methods (plotted in 
the grey area), suggests London 
is historically veiy over-valued. 

But valuation is a moving tar- 
get and the UK has been going 
through a period of vast secu- 
lar economic change. Price- 
earnings ratios, typically ranging 
between six and 10 in the 1970s, 
have moved up to between 14 
and 18. Likewise, the much- 
quoted gilt-equity yield ratio was 
under one until die 1960s, ris- 
ing to around 2 5 in the early 
1970s, before steadily falling in 
the 1980s. If the Government 
can sustain its 1-4 per cent in- 

ons it could foil to' i fj in the 
future, which would be good 
news for equities. 

And there lies the key. Eq- 
uities, gilts and cash all perform 
better when inflation is below 
its long-term trend, with shares 
doing particularly well if growth 
is also above trend. Mr Hughes 
sees no significant upswing in in- 
terest rates on the horizon to 
upset the apple cart. 

His view is not shared by Bob 
Farrell, chief investment advis- 
er to US investment bank Mer- 
rill Lynch. Earlier this month he 
forecast a major correction in 
the US market this year. Even 
if he is wrong, the future di- 
rection of equities looks more 
finely poised than it has been for 
many years. 


A good night, out with Ma rgaret 

Thatcher and Pablo Picasso 


Allied Dunbar, the insurance 
company owned by BAT In- 
dustries, may have cause to 
regret its decision to hold a 
drinks party for journalists at 
London's Madame Tussaud's 
on Wednesday night 

The proceedings in the 
waxwork museum rather got 
out of hand, and various 
journalists, flushed with 
drink, molested Margaret 
Thatcher, stole John Major’s 
glasses and replaced Pablo 
Picasso’s Gitane cigarette 
with a Marlboro light . 

A spokeswoman for 
Madame Tussaud’s is unflus- 
tered, however. “Every morn- 
ing at six o'clock our 
inspectors examine each wax- 
work for damage, and this 
morning there were no prob- 
lems reported." 

In fact, as Madame Tus- 
saud’s is a popular venue for 
business parties, “souvenir 
hunting" is quite common, 
sbe said. “About a year ago 
someone at a business party 
tried to walk off with 
Robespierre’s head, which is 
suck on a pole. The mask of 
the French revolutionary was 
made by Madame 7Ussaud 
herself 200 years ago. Our 
staff have to be very vigilant.” 
And the Picasso cigarette 
replacement is also “very, 
very common" she said. 

“It happens all the time, 
but usually people don’t have 
the courtesy to replace it, 
they just steal it. Unfortu- 
nately Picasso didn’t smoke 
Marlboro Lights, so we'll 
have to replace it from our 
props department." 

A “strictly confidential'’ guide 
for Scottish Amicable execu- 
tives on how to party trouble- 
some questions from the media 
about the proposed flotation 
has fallen into my bands. 

The 27-page “External 
Questions and Answers 
Draft" prepared by spin doc- 
tors the Maitland Consult- 
ancy prepares executives for 
nasty questions such as “Why 
are your investment managers 
so bad ?"(“Short- term perfor- 
mance is not what is relevant 
to our investors”) and “Why 
are your with-profit payouts 
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Molested at Madame Tussaud's: The waxwork Iron Lady 


so lousy?” The guide uses 
three codenames. Cygnet, 
Swan and Lake, representing 
Scottish Amicable, Swiss Re 
and Securitas, a Swiss insur- 
ance combine. The Swiss are 
pumping £395m into the 
flotation, which will include a 
£14m incentive scheme for 12 
ScotAm directors. 

One of the questions posed 
by the guide is: “What was 
the cost of putting the scheme 
together?” Answer “The 
costs of the deaf are not yet 
available.’' Then it asks: 

“Why is this costing three 


times as much as any other 
scheme?" Answer “This deal 
is highly innovative and it 
took a long time to get all the 
details right. Also, we are 
paying Lake's costs...." 

I suspect some of ScotAm 's 
policyholders may have 
preferred a different code- 
name for the scheme: Ugly 
Duckling. 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
currently embroiled in the 
Nicola Horlick fiasco, has 
promoted Jonathan Asquith 
to the new role of chief oper- 


ating officer, where he will be 
3r two to chief executive 

of the Liberal Asquith family 

and a distant relate of 

Helena Bonham Cartt^ the 
fragrant actress. Oxford edu- 
Sldafld a qualified barris- 
ter Mr Asquith is variously 
described by colleagues as 
"having a mind like a steel 
trap” and “a veiy, very able 
operator 7 ’, so Mr Dobson wfll 
beglad of his abilities in 
these tense times. 

Mr Asquith has speui ius 

Whole career with Morgan 
.. . Grenfell, which he joined in 
$2 1979. Michael Philipp, 43, is 

jp replacing him as global head 
of equities. 

The American Vhrity part of 
Lucas Verity continues to 
strengthen its grip oo its 
British Lucas partner since the 
“merger" last September, with 
the appointment of Tony 
Gilroy as an executive director. 

The difference with 
previous appointments by 
Varity is that Mr Gilroy is a 
Brit rather than an American, 
having worked in the British 
car industry since joining 
Ford in 1954. He is probably 
best known for his spell at 
Land Rover, before joining 

Varity Perkins, the valve 

maker, in 1989. 

Mr Gilroy is keen on golf, 
hill-walking, music and read- 
ing. He will return to the UK 
after several years in Buffalo, 
New York, where he was 
president and chief operating 
officer of Varity Corporation. 

Professor Sir Roland Smith 
has retired as chairman of 
Hepworth, a post he has held 
for the past 11 years. Jeremy 
Lancaster joins the board as 
non-executive deputy chairman 
and wfl] succeed Sir Roland as 
chairman at the May AGM. 

Not that Sir Roland will be 
idle. He is still a director of 
Associated British Foods, 
Manchester United, Guinness 
Flight Venture Capital Trust. 
Wilson Bowden and Temple 
Bar Investment Trust 

John Willcock 
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Cypnc(RWK&] 

Q7850 

fretand<7%rtsl 

09975 

Sweden(Knrcr) 

T15770 

DeranaV (Kroner) 

xuooo 

ItalyfUra) 

25620000 

Sw4z8rtwid(FrarKS) 

22670 

Ho#and(Gu*derS) 

2S700 

ipanTfen) 

1950000 

Ti^Wlra) B2S800000 

FrtjndfMarta) 

78600 

UaSalUi) 

06000 

lltttad States (Dofars) 

16280 j 


Liffe Financial Futures 


Contract 


LongGtr 
German G/tBd 
ttafan Bond 
Japan GvtBd 
3t0h Swing 

3 Mth Bromaifc 

sUthEuota 

SMiBnpn 
3 Mth Brae m 

3*Wi ECU 

FTSEWJ 

F7SE20 



Setflament 

price 

High/Low 
for day 

EstCona 

traded 

Open 

intereat 

0*mW 

mo 

m-22 

TT14B 

64846 

170531 

Mar ff/ 

tna3 

«n76 

Ol3B 

aro 

22380 

Uar |7 

czoo 

na3a 

CtK 

sas 

B9579 

Ma/eT 

1579 

12680 

CS82 

2250 

nra 

Mr 9T 


936B 

S3fi4 

9BW 

0767 

An 37 

934) 

9344 

9341 

«ZJ7 

91950 


9631 

9894 

9631 

31628 

217223 


9691 

9833 

36B0 

29382 

< ne* 

Mrnj 

9329 

9340 

9326 

2B230 

96»n 

JuiS7 

9380 

9396 

9366 

8345 

85464 

Jun 97 

9941 

9941 

9941 

535 

n/a 

IMw 3J 

90S 

98.21 

98M 

7940 

37JM 

jLn 57 

9WB 

99% 

9008 

6%3 

838 


9603 

9606 

9601 

2367 

KJ4Z3 


9609 

96P 

9609 

07 

5963 

SI 

4Z7S0 

42B40 

42300 

«0P 

<52035 


46600 



0 

5782 


Liffe FT5E Index Option 

Settlement price: 4270.00 dosing offer price 


Sariaa 

4209 

4250 

4300 

4350 

Feb 

TO/27 

79/44 

49-64 

27/94 

Mar 

04/57 

101/73 

W96 

507 Ot 

Apt 


116.98 

88/121 

6VK7 

May 

177/91 

M4/OB 

ns-CT 

60/62 


Catl/Put 

TWal/wta 


Energy 

Brent Crude (S/barraQ Gas oil (S/ton no) 

PE 530pm •chgWago PE daw ’dig 


Products t tMorwe) 
0pm Spot CF NW Eirape 


Feb 2268 ♦or? Jan 20825 *500 

Mar 2226 *-026 Fan 3X25 **25 

Ap 2162 +022 ifcu pro +375 

Wot 25246 Indue 2254 YOfc 15778 

Commodity Indices 

B«a*aa -spot ichgoer 

20937 +Q33 

23501 +007 

8101 +054 

17963 +057 

190 CQ 4134 

44504 051 


Mar 3»54 Prem.Ur*saded TBQ22 

Apr 2355 Naphtha 222/234 

May 2350 ECGasoS 2»2?i 

Jun 2295 Heary FudQi VVXJ3 

Swn CSimwcaiWm wmma 


WTJalOO 
S70-100 
- .. 1963*10 a 

MdusUMetafe 1977=00 

IrrtStac*, 070=00 

fteoous Meufc 073=700 
tCbsas ciS Jan t »: 


AgrcUtval 

SE3V- 


GSCt Indices 

SlOee Ncfig TTD Wear ago VftgYr 

-288 16573 +1253 

23123 +163 27598 -ttB5 

8586 -584 6166 +3138 

08.79 +654 0003 Oil 

19103 -053 1M9A -055 

46354 -339 5M77 -724 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


Industrial Metals 


London Mela) Exchange 


S/tome Cash 

amths 


LNE Stocks 

chg 

Akrrwtum HG 

16125-05 

6384 

UMfl 

963325 

• 6325 

Alnwun Aloy 

1530-35 

1535-40 

879 

73920 

20 

CoppaA 

2564-9 

2278-9 

59607 

143225 

+ 4725 

Laaa 

707-8 

777-8 

7071 

TC378 

- 1300 

Nctel 

7255-60 

7355« 

10185 

43554 

• 222 

rn 

5995-6005 

8045-50 

4056 

10385 

45 

2rc 

1132-3 

TO25-53 

21880 

484360 

- 2000 

SatUemant Conversion E/5 

RDm 

s/v 

Slick votaries A rtunge n mn 

mriunge rates. 

16338 

184® 

1S2B 

as at Tun 2i Jan "9 7 

Precious Metals 




Sprk &Son 

pm tik/oz 

S C Coins 

* t 


t t 


Raton 3562 5 21775 Bntama 

Puiadum 12125 TWO Brttamfe£ az 

Siverspot 48450 29750 Bntarati2Saz 

Gold Rfn 34800 21362 8nwma.10cc 


371 228 Krugtands 349/360 214/221 

192 TO Sort 81/81 50156 

96 59 Nobles 357/373 219/229 

49 30 MapfeUto! 355/371 ZW22B 


Agricultural 

um* « * aiw 





CMS 

Cocoa 

Coffaa 

Barley 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 

UFFE Eftoona 

LFFE 

S/tanne 

UFFE 

E/toraw 

LFFE 

E/tome 

AM 

avmo 

Mar 862 

Jan 

1600 

Jan 

9225 

Mar 

5100 



May 888 

Mar 

1570 

Mar 

9225 

tf* 

5500 

Feb 

22B0 

Vol: 7763 

ft 

680 

12782 

ft 

9250 

108 

a 

6000 

83 

ft 

1UW 

183 

wwts supra 

Fratgftt 


Wtaa 


Corn 




LFFE 

UTE 

StKfcp 

LFFE 


caor 

IHo 

Cenartutal 

Mar 29470 






sen 

Jan 

1400 


9300 



May 29570 

Feb 

■D60 

Mar 


Mar 

27150-28925 

28975 

Aug 29840 

Vof 3407 

Vol: 

304 

5S 

9500 

May 

26950-26775 

26825 

Index 

1422 

415 

M 

26900-26725 

26735 


Other Softs 

unq MazflINaa** Morale 

Jan/Reb Copra (t) Morale 

Mar Conan (NY) USoenUb 

Feb Wool AcsntAg 

Feb Aibber* UcerXAg 


15800 

1*30 

70000 

30400 


Mar 


TOBifK • on aypt • IPI oto +vnta w 


FaWApr Soya OH FUTOfcg 
u«q Coconut Clam Stawe 

SkrttowerOfa SAonfte ! 
Raposeed OtHFUKXkg 
GnsmutOi S/tanne E 
Sncror RM»<wmn«4«n 



1 BfS&S £§* 3S 



HS 
0031 

euo 

10*7 «LSfl 

aue 

cse» cm 



I Cm* Rk *k 7TT33 

, Qmn irr.U 

"• resn 

. _ m«o 

i*ec torn 

1 YAaWO.Crwrt.nt BS70 


•«T 

rax 


iw 


rsoi 


’£» aw 

C9X 0U5O 

3£1D 'BO 
TtVZ L 3L 

SOOO d?46 


0*fcttOT?5W 1 

5S5?SS? ^ 

1 * n*w map era 

ss.*- ss 

cr bo asm 


icnagtia; 


"S 

ac 




Woek 

Srt 

Bu, 

Wd 

Oiarrfuva 

•WJ 

ra«a 

OCJJ 

zx 

m 

CcnraxiTv 

«Jtns 





rm 

022 

Conort'am 

mi 

2643 

OTZB 

asu 

ZST 

072 


“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Information as the most 
important UK business information provider'’ 


.Annual Bugrun Infumnioa Surwy 1996, 
Hcadbnd Busmcs& fadaraatns 


FmanciaJ Times Information provides online information 
from over SXXXl business sources comprising 43 million 
documents, o*> well as a database of 3.5 million securities 
and hmdameniaJ data on quoted companies. 

Fw tom iafctmusion omUKt Andrew Hunt on +44171ffi5843X 
arcmaiL-info.rfuoo, fur free ampksof cur arrvires vsh our website. 
hnpi.u-wwjnfbfLronv' 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171*825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@'ft.com 
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McCoy out with fractured shoulder 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Tony McCoy grabbed 1 996 by 
ihe scruff of the neck and 
made it his own. with a first Na- 
tional Hunt jockeys' champi- 
onship and winners beyond 
counting, but 1997 is proving an 
altogether more difficult op- 
ponent. Less than a week after 
the sudden and acrimonious 
conclusion of his association 
with Paul Nicholls. McCoy yes- 
terday suffered a fractured 
shoulder in a horrible fall at 
Wincumon. and his prospects 
of riding at the Cheltenham 
Festival, perhaps even of se- 
curing the second title which 


had appeared a foregone con- 
clusion, are in serious doubt. 

McCoy was riding Speedy 
Snapsgem in the Maurice Lis- 
ter Maiden Chase, a barrel- 
scraping contest which only five 
or the starters managed to 
complete, with the champion's 
mount getting no further than 
the first fence. McCoy was at- 
tended by paramedics before 
being transferred by ambulance 
to Yeovil General Hospital, 
where X-rays confirmed that his 
left shoulder was fractured. His 
mount did not survive. 

“Tony is u very brave young 
man," Chris Browne. Wincan- 
ton's racecourse doctor, said, 
"but it was plain Lo see that he 
was extremely uncomfortable." 


The recuperative powers of 
jump jockeys are the stuff of 
legend, not least when Chel- 
tenham is less than seven weeks 
away, but the accepted conva- 
lescence period after such an in- 
jury is around two months, and 
McCoy's chance of clambering 
into a saddle on Champion 
Hurdle day - 1 1 March - must 
now be no better than even 
money. "I don’t think he will be 
back very quickly," Dr Michael 
Himer, the Jockey Club’s chief 
medical adviser, said Iasi night. 
"You should never write them 
off. and we won’t know the ex- 
act situation for a day or two, 
but I think you’re likely to be 
looking at about eight weeks." 

Martin Pipe, who accompa- 


Couldnt Be Better hits top form 


Couldm Be Better came back 
to his best to become the sec- 
ond British raider to succeed in 
the past five years in the 
Thyestes Handicap Chase at 
Gowran Park yesterday. Trained 
at Lam bo urn by Charlie Brooks 
and ridden by Graham Bradley, 
Couldm Be Better, 7-1. stayed 
on to catch Corymandcl (40-1) 
and book a possible crack at ei- 
ther the Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham or the Grand National. 

Bradley said: "The horse has 
never been as well this season 
and the ground was just soft 
enough for him to be fully ef- 
fective. It was a brave perfor- 
mance to defv 12 stone." 


FOLKESTONE 


Brooks said: “The horse is in 
everywhere - Cheltenham, Liv- 
erpool. Hay dock and Leop- 
ardsiown. He will run wherever 
the ground is suitable, but 1 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Running Green 
(Southwell 1.55) 

NB: God Speed You 
(Doncaster 3.40) 

hope never again on good to 
firm going. I believed *we had 
Couldnt Be Better back to his 
best, but you never know par- 
ticularly with one which has a 
repealed bleeding problem." 


Danoli may am ran in the the 
Gold Cup despite Sunday's fall 
at Lcopardsinwn. He runs next 
in the Henncssy Gold Cup at 
Leopards town on 2 February. 
The other Festival option for 
Danoii is Lhe ArkJe Ttophy. His 
trainer, Tom Foley, has ruled out 
the Sun Alliance Chase. 

CHELTENHAM SOLD CUP iCratonham, 
Thursday, 13 Martin 

Lodhroium: 7-2 Imoenal Can, 7-1 One Man. 
7-1 Coofne HiU. 10-1 Arttflnjoon Boy. Do- 
rans Praia. The Grey Monti. 12-1 Mi Mulli- 
gan 14-1 Jodami. 10-1 Banjo. 20-1 
Un&Mteo Misak). 2 S -1 Coutom Be Bener, 
Master Oils, Maamur, 33-1 others. 
WHUaro Him 7-2 Imperial Call. 6-1 Coome 
Hill, One Man. 10-1 Addington Boy. Dorans 
pnoe. The Grov Monk. 14-1 Mr Mufligan, 
20-1 Banjo, Couldnt Be Better, Jodami. 25- 
1 Chdien&ir Du Luc. Namhen Lad, Ungraded 
Miwlu. 33-1 others 



HYPERION 

J-10 Mr WHd 1A5 Bold Acre 2J5 Furttetto 2AS 
Little Martina 120 Zesti a50 Playing Truant 4k20 
Ardrom 

GOING: Chirac course - Good lo 5*41; llunilu. - Soft 

■ MjjthL-hond, undulating oourv with a run-in of one (Uriraift. 

■ Course dim W of lonm off AJO Wesurnhangcr station i-w- 
occ frum London, Charing Crow i aiftolnt, ixmio-c ADMISSION: 
SB lundur-rU* trw). CAB PAUL: Free. 

me rmwg 
ww IICWNNB. 

BLINKEHED FdtST TWE: Claire's Dancer ( 1.10), 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None 
LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Furlcuo f 2.1ft) has been sure 
398 miles by M Hammond from Coverham. N Yorks; Aavawkn 
f f ll>)& Spy Dowa(3 .501 wm2ii7 mlk-s by A Nc-woomhc from 
Hmtutfaaw. Devon. 

I ^Tm l VALENTINE GORTON MAIDEN HURDLE 
I I (CLASS E) £2^25 added 4TO^n If llftyds 

1 UO MVASA*S*.(FR\ (8) A Nwwte U 5 .T Daacombe (3) 

2 AMM501£I.DShenax]115 J A McCarthy 

3 0 OJUHFS IWCS? $6) A TprreS 13 5 L Haney B 

4 MYMEMB1 (USA) R Butter US A Pont 

5 2 DESHUMOUHTAW (43) N U 6 JtFkgm 

6 aJTE FORCE MMaBgWCk 115 D Monts 

7 U1MHAIE D Often 11 5 TJItephy 

8 0 JAMBS HRST CM) ft h0am 115 DOBAm 

9 MDJ7HE CUXJD5 (CAN) U Roe 11 5 JtDnmMdy 

10 UF2 MUKiDtMSWfflRWttuailS 

U PRDSPBKJMisAPeffaill5 — M Rtcfiadi 

12 QUEENS FANCY S tav U 0 AOttM 

- 12 dsetorod - 

BETIM& 4-5 Mr M4 7-2 ftospere, 11-2 Desert HoMOtata, 13-2 MeH 
The Orate, 74 Anna ScteU, M-l ■mntaate. 20-1 Ottte* 

PTZc 1 MANSION NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
l J " H ' q l (CLASS E) £4075 added 2m 

1 ACS- 12 RNBIl£VBI{a4)(DBRDG»yMn8UlO 

2 1524M- WBEWt(S82]KBrate7U6 RFMrant 

3 IflOPB-F RQKCWBJ (53) A Tunef 7 10 13 MHktank 

A 243WF HDDBi P1EASURE (46) T Jones 11 ID 9 JJLnahy 

5 5SH&42 3DU) ACRE® JMBadeyT 109 -B 

S 0GUF-P3 BHGADER SCHEME (15S] P Butter 8 105 T J Hwphy 

7 0505- KEY FUtfER (37^ R Row 8 104 DOMh 

B F4-SP53 P0LKZMAM5 PUE (HQ (34) M Madgrick S 10 0 J> Mont* 

9 UCXMUF MASIB1 PAHGLDSS (56) A Tind 7 ID 0 CRM (7) 

10 PP-PF CARW0L (35) J Nevffle 8 10 0 T DbrobAw {31 

u U-C3P00 Hil Of TRCXS (5IJ J atifji 9 10 0 L Harvey 

12 WDB SMART CASANOVA (10) M KWnnscn 8 10 0— TJOTSdlnn 

13 OOF- MHBAZAft [HfJ (3J56) J SmyctUdnure 10 10 Q G Upton 

- 13 dBCbtcd - 

ASimm ik^ic tost To* tenfeae k^xs; iSscerfteEbc Sst 9fc Cam/ 

9st 7B. Fit a Trick fta 7 Sl aton ca&vna 9a 7ft Bamrt* tad Oa 7t>. 
BETTWQ: 5-2 River lewn, 100-30 RbQbhmb, 7-2 BoM Am, 8-1 Potee- 
nans Pride. 124 Mr Been. J4-1 BriSKSsr Supreme. Hidden Ptaasm*, 
IB-1 Caracoi, Matter Pnghws, 20-1 otben 

| 0 rag | NORTH FORELAND SELLING HURDLE 
^-^1 (CLASS G) £2375 added 2m Of 110yds 
' 1 250-20 nffETID (37) (BF) M htammono 7 11 10 RDnnody 

2 S4F mtORYS MUSK (6U pF) M Ms&Kk 5 11 3 — 0 Monrt 

3 6H> OFFICE HOURS f4Q W Q M Timer 5 11 3 VMcftrtfid 

4 PO SAVRABAH (2) J Jertara 5 11 3 NTEfieofO 

5 TQBnS0NBAVJai7ieFtttoi5U3 AIMtu 

G 00305 QUAX3! WALTZ (53) J Tuck 7 10 33 SMcNaB 

7 00P56P SAWTEUSE (71J I Ptxtoi 5 IQ 12 TJ Murphy 

a CHOCOUIE ICE R 0S*ai 4 10 5 OOSAm 

9 0 STORM MO (B3) A Bui® 4 10 5 RFantnt 

10 335 TH10W DRAfiCM (106) B Raace 4 10 5 

-IDdectarad- 

BETTBTG: 10-U Furietk), 7-2 Quaker Wato. 4-1 Memcxys Itesk, 10-1 

OmmsMs lea, O&u Horn. Terevem Bay, 12-1 YeOmr Dragon, 14-1 Stnnn 

Wjnd. 20-1 (Ahea 


lo A c) KENT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
lf™J £5350 added 3m 2f 

1 1542/P StCERABUY (41) C Marti 11120 RDuewody 

2 534216 FIASHIHBCASH (4Q CEffncm 11 11 U JHRttanfc 

3 U1FP-24 COURT NEU30T |4B){D) P NOvfc 9 U 4 _Mr JTizzanl (7)B 

4 66-5453 SmnWOON(35HQJQItod9112 PHM 

5 122P-2P BEAURB’ARE 155) (D) (BF) R Aner 9 10 11 SMcHefl 

5 413-452 DMMDND FORT (341 (CD) J MoCcmodte 12 lOS.RDannt 

7 1520- U FUIW (50) W R Buffer B 108 BPowel 

8 1U-21 UmEMARIIM(46)(CO) 0QsseA9 108 JRKavanetfi 

9 33F-235 CELTIC TOWN fll) 0 Snewod 9 10 7 ... J A McCarthy B 

10 01371/ TOP BRASS (777) K Badey 9 10 6 .TJMophy 

U .'332W’ CEUE BARtE (38) (CD) H Hod$ 13 10 5 - 

12 2U2F45- VERYVBL (C2Q (276) J Nwle 6 10 0 -T Dascombe (3) 

- 12 dedafed- 

BtTTB/G: 10030 little MartW, 7-2 Bow, 9-2 SpuAeenn, 13-2 Dtaewid 
Fbrt. B-l Ftnhthecarti, 9-1 Court Melody, 10-1 BeaurepMn, CeMc Bar- 
te, 12-1 CaRle Tone, 1«-1 Top Brass, Sheer MM^y, 20-1 Vetyyel 

l o on I HBLB GOODWINS HANDICAP HURDLE 
[jra^Uj (CLASS F) £2,575 added 2m If | 

1 1232-31 SWPHERDS REST (34) 5 MdWS 11 13 Steam (7) 

2 40-1210 MAZZMI4SR Rone 0119 .Mr P OteMte (7) 

3 634120 ORCU5 COLOURS 0091 (0 JJertons 7 11 9 RH^hes 

4 2636-03 ADDED DttBBXM (45) P WrWuonh 6 11 l_JCAhpam(7) 

5 5CF344 MKUS1 TWHJ7H (38) (CO) D t/&»n 9 10 UJ 1 Henky (3) 

6 323511 ZMG&AR ( 8 ) (CD) J Bradty 5 10 9 RDmwody 

7 12122 AUBDSHWWp?(DBRIfeGK*»£y4l0 7, - 

8 1 ZESTI (51) T dement 510 G JIMann 

9 6201iW CLASSIC ML QJSA) (491 NIAieheS 6 100 DSfcjfme 

'9 dedaied' 

BETTING: 9-4 2 fc£Kw. 114 Almyc Nappy. 4-1 Zest), 6-1 Hmfal. 7-1 
Ste phana Red, 8-t Auprt tVwMh, 10-1 Chao Cdoars. 12-1 Added 
Oboeneian, 25-1 Classic Ml 

1 0 cnl CANTERBURY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

F) £3,475 added 2m 5f 

1 WP53P SCOnw (39) (C) R USUhon 11 1110 SCarte 

2 QTO/ 2 - REIAL RIMER (253) Mra S Ethanfc 12 11 5.....Jb , T Me 

3 1P30W WEPHmflBLE (41) (D| Mn L Adanfe 1011 3 M Rkhads B 

4 022-430 FOREST reom (32) C tffeetton 9 11 2 SCflffbnlB 

5 02F2-43 PEARL'S CHOICE (38) J McComxie 9 11 2 BPomR 

6 444234 CHAMS. PASIME (32) □ 13 11 0 —Guy Lnris (3) 

7 5-256P1 ITTAR EMPRESS (39) TO) S MetorS 10 10 V 

8 P56-15U nAVHG TTBJANT (45) 0 Gerdcflo 9 10 10 RDanenody 

9 532F/P4 CRUSE CONTROL (3Q R Rom 11 10 7 AGartty(7) 

10 420060 PAVLOVA [51) R tot 7 10 » DOrStAon 

U 0PO-5O3 ffitZE MATCH (43) J Tut* 8 10 4 SMcteB 

12 0-5661P OPALS TBKPOT (3) J Brartey 10 10 0 RRnM 

13 VED664 ORFORD QU&L (4Q RCwe 10 10 0 D Molts 

14 QCWFyS SPVDESSA{2191 ANsRonheOlOO JPHedeyCS) 

-14dadarad- 

AAntfrun "tiffc 10a. Tiue fianafcap iwtffas.' QpaTS Terapof 9a 12 Al 0* 
ton/ ijufll 9a 10lD.Spy Dess 9 s5#l 

BETTWG: 9-2 Playbif Truant, 5-1 man EmprMO, 13-2 Pearts Choke, 7-1 
Ratal Rramer, 10-1 Pwfcwa, Prtae Match, 12-1 Chanael Padtee. FW^ 
ad Mdter, M-l Paopendabte, OpdsTtespopI, Odort Qull. 16-lCnriee 
Control, Sooted, 26-1 Spy Deese 

\ A ASWOTOSWOWRDWFLWR^CE (CLASS 

H) £1^00 added mves 2m If UDyds 

I 0 AMIGOIWON (60) A Htte 6 11 4. LAxptd (3) 

3 5 ARDROM (42) P Webber 5 11J tePScoU 

3 5 BEBE GREY (34) P Hedger G 11 4 MCMm(7)V 

4 POLESCLAVE J Nflg 5 114 MrJThnrt (7) 

5 5 HURRKANE JANE (38) M ftjderts 5 11 4 MsAPenert 

6 SG lAYDEmtt (38) M Madg«* B 114 IFtM*(7) 

7 HNdGESIWUT( 3 T)U 5 Ate« 5 U 4 — IkOMsPMft 

a 00 NK1RE5S TUDOR (37) 5 Melor 6 11 4 Eftabw!#} 

9 (XV PtaXY BLANCHE (671J D Beaafi 6 11 4 — W N Mow (7) 

10 6 QUSmQIMr(49JMidra5U4 Ptenlsy{3) 

II WRA GAIEJ Wevd? 5 11 4 TQatcoiate (3) 

12 4 WHBtETi MSMNDA (S5) G McCdun 5 11 4. — R HotKoa (7) 

-Udedan ed- 

BEnWG: 64 ArdndL 62 Nhewe Uhaada, 5-1 Hnnicane lane. 7-1 Quia- 
taquey, 16-1 Bebe Gray, Jaydccface, daggle Strait, 12-llOiesctere, Mb- 
trese Tudor, 14-1 AW g tt Kra , 20-1 utters 


RACING RESULTS 


HUNTINGDON 

L 20 r 1 - LBBULE (R Johnson) 14-1: 2. Cte- 
toa 25-1; 3- Stem Bay 15-8 ftsv. 21 ran. 
Hd, L'A- (S Mdtor, Swindon). Tote: £ 1 GL 20 ; 
£3-30. £ 8 . 20 , £1.90. Dual Forecast: 
£182.60. Computer Straight Forecast: 
£315.88. Tno: £23a90. NFL Queen 01 
Spades. 

UtR 1. UGHTENWG UD (CMtede) 3-U 
2. Gutnda 4-1; 3- Cwck On W £av. 11 ran. 
3fh. 2- 0 Khd, StwretonJ.Tote: £5.20. £160, 
£160, £170. OF: £780. CSF: £14.73. Tno: 
£1480, 

2L20: 1. AMBTOEXmOUS (LCUirrins) 4-1 
2. Storm Tiger ID-1 3. Heavens Above 
20-1 lfi ran. 9-4 Lav Bletschnom Bad. 3, 
7. (E Alston, Longwm). Tote: £5JO; £UO, 
£180. £2.60, £2.30. DF: £1780. CSF: 
£43125. Tricast £71480. Trtoc £131.70. hr 
Q emJe Breere. 

28ft 1. SR LEONARD (J Oshome) 9-2: 
2. Dm Reverend Bart 10-1; 3. Wee VWm*y 
94 ter. 13 ran. 5, 3Y»- 10 Sherwood. Up- 
per Lameoum). Tote: £480; £1-30. £3.60, 
£160. OF: £3880. CSF; £4049. 7 Nk 
£35.60. 

38ft 1 MADAME PRESIDENT S> Fora) 
12 - 1 2 . WiecWeea Man5-1;3. LuheBtarai 
12-1 4. Seal Street 10-1 17 ran. 4-1 fav 
Brancher(60fl. IVj, 1 (C Moriock. Wama^). 
Tbte: £15.00; £3.80. £2-20, £ 2 . 00 , £2. in. 
DP. £4380. CSF: £69.74, TrtcasC £89881 
Tncc £134.00. Nft Anlaoe. 

38ft 1 KHAUDT 0 OdMmaJ K-40; 2. 
Aal El Ad 2-1 fav; 3. Ooont Barttchoia 7-1 
5 ran. 112 . (D Gandodo, Wantage). Tote: 
£3.50; £190, £2.00- DF: £380. Comput- 
er Strawy Forecast £7-10. NRe MantftyCUj. 
Suttme Feflow. 


V THE INISEPEVDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



Al l ("Ul'RSES RE>(. I I ^ 


0891 261 970 


48ft 1 KING MOLE (G Uptpnr 85-40 tsv; 
2, Now Leaf 11-1; 3. Mr MoonOght 14-1 
22 ran. IV*. 1 U Old, Wrou^non). Tote 
£480; £280. £380. £480. DF: £42.90. 
CSF: £28.88. Trio: £128.10. 

Jnchpet Not won. Pool Of £2294283 car- 
ried toward. 

Ptacepot £89.70. Qnatfpot £1160. 
Ptaec ft £85.16. Place ft £3629. 

UNGFIELD 

lift 1 BOLD HABD (Q Banteel) 14-1 
2. Nakhal 2-1 lav: 3. TaSnlab Bdte 11-2. 
7 run. LULU Paereal.TabK £27-00; £830, 
£110. Dual Forecasc £35.10. Comptder 
Strata Ftrecesc £40 2a Trtcasc a65.63. 
Tiw £2830. NRe Rair 01 Jacks. Rsranomaaa. 

14ft 1 SPARKUNQ EDGE (D R McCabe) 
5-1 2. Tsar White 100-30; 3. lrap«W Enr- 
dan 9-4 tor. 6 ran. '/<. '/». (C Dwyert. Tote: 
£930; £2.60. £15ft OF; £22.80. CSF: 
£19.18. 

23ftlHAmSUNSHME(AWtelani6-l 
2. Nadtaat 7 -4 tar. 3. IMratawt'a R&t 52. 
9 CHI. 32/1. IV.. (G L Moore). Tote: £7.60: 
£180, £150. £340. DF: £9.30. Ownput- 
erStcajdit Forecast: £16.66. Too: £580, NR: 
Set The Fasrton. 

2.4ft 1 FABULOUS MTOTO (N Cerfefe) 
9-2: 2. Slwraz 5-2 tor: 3. Dr Edgar 4-1 8 
ran. Vs r* W Saunders). Tote: £4 JO: £llft 
£150, £2.60. DF: £3030. CSF: £15.66. Tri- 
caec £4536. 

38ft 1 fear*”* IM Wtgnan) 5-4 toe 2 . 
AMhfe 9-1 3. Roffey Spbaiey 10-1 8 ran. 
2V.-, nk. (P Kdlewayl- Tote: £230; £110, 
£430, £330. DF; £1130. CSF: £1383. 

3L4ftlTwmcftB=XS(CRunert 10-1 
2 . Duke Valentino 7-2: 3. Star Talent 9-4 
tar. 8 ran. 1‘A, 2 'h. (V Soane). Tote: 
£1530: £230, £150. £130. DF: £26.40. 
CSF: £42.14. TncasC £9937. 

43ft 1 IN THE MONEY (F Lynch) 5-1 2. 
A 1 Hetal 14-1 3. Sapphire Son 25-1 14 
IHL 3-1 1» Sraret Kdg. 2, 3. (R Hoamsheadl . 
Tote: £7.60: £2.80, £910, £1180. DF: 
£40.70. CSF: ££622. Tno: £263.00. 
Ptacepot: £8220. Omajpot: £630. • 

Place 6 : £2612. Ptace ft £1110. 

WETHERBY 

135s 1 WH 8 » HAND iPCarbenyj 7-2: 2. 

1 Durano 12-1 3. KfteHkhoom 14-1 14 ran. 
4-5 twCWua Star ipufled up). 3, 25. U FasGa- 
m. Maiun). Tote: £5.00: £1.20. £130. 
£23a Oral Forecast: £1630. Campowr 
Straight Foresaw £3925. Tno: £85.50. 

10&lCHOf5TY(J SuMfei 5-2: Z Htteh- 
am Boy 1-2 tav, 3. CtomxAe tacky 50-1 
7 ran.f*, dBL fMre ASvwihan*. ftchmond). 
TotH £3.00: £150, £130. DP. £170. CSF: 
13.70. NR: Celtic GenL 


235: 1 MACGEORGE (A Magrarej 11-2; 
2 . Randan Harved 8-11 tor, 3. Cutty Hang 
15-2. 7 ran. 2 , lfi. (R Use. Prestdgnej. Tote: 
£630: £190, £ 120 . DF: £4.10. Comput- 
er Strata Forecast £10.04. Incase £28.49. 
NR: Afonauday Man. 

3.05: 1 EASTERN MAGR (D Bridgwater) 
6-1 2- Weaver G«v£l- 4-1 3. Monyw ia n 
evens to>. 5 ran. Hd. 27i. iG Bamea. Stche- 
on-TrenU. Tote: £630: £2.50. £230. DF: 
£12.10. CSF: £2531 

33ft 1 BOB 8 Y GRANT IP Niuen) 9-1 2. 
Love The Btaes3-1 toe 3. Cherokee CUef 
12-1 20 ran. 4. lVr. 1 C Grant. BMnghaml. 
Tote: £1330: £2.50, £2.40. £4.10. DF: 
£5110. Computer Strain Forecast: £3653. 
Trio: £10120. 

4D5: 1 MCKTHE BEAK (R Supdet 12-1 
2. Erza4an 7-1 3. The Toteench 11-2. 10 
ran. 9-2 jt-tos Jochs Cross (4tm. Ms5l Street 
(jxiled 19 ). Hd, 9. (J Upson, Adsunej. Tote: 
£18.50: £4.40. £230. £230. DF: £54.50. 
CSF: £8592 Tncas: £475,40. Tna £119.10. 
Plaeepot: £449.50. Quedpod £5780. 
Place ft £123.02 Place ft £37.68. 

WMCANTON 

130: 1 HAY DANCE (N Watemeon) 8-13 
tor; 2 Moretock 9^; 3. Show FaKh 5-1 
S ran. IV*. 7. (P HoOOsl. Tote: £170: £130. 
£140. Dual Forecast: £170- Computer 
Smughi Forecast; £ 2 .BS. NR-. Potentate. 
2 D 0: 1 STORMY SUNSET (Mr T Dennis) 

8- 1 2. BoUde Baron 10-1 3. Gtendne 8-1 
15 ran. 5-2 tor Jae Del Prmce (4th). 9. 6 - 
(W Dennlsi. Tote: £1160; £3.10. £280. 
£290. DF: £38.60. CSF: £78.67. Tno; 
£213.00. 

230:1 LADY MAGNUM (N Marini 4-1 
2 DTiLaan 5-2 tor, 3. Eskhno Mss 10-1 
14 ran. 7. 11 0 Naufcl. Tote: £410; £210. 
£160. £3.40. DP. £730. CSF: £1437. Tna' 
£3210. 

38ft 1 ACT OF PARLIAMENT [MrRWah- 
leyt 9-4; 2 Dramtaana 10-11 tor; 2 TugOT 
Peace 12-1 6 ran, 1 7. (It adtey). Tote: 
£260; £150, £130- DF: £2.10. CSF: 
£4.73. 

33ft 1 NEWLANDS-GENERAL (B Pew 
«Bl ll-a Z. TtHmbe Up 4-7 tor. 2 ton. 11 
(P Mends). Tote: £1 70. 

4.00; 1 CLOD HOPPER (A Bates) 10-1 
2 , Mr Strong Gate 11-2: 3- Stoc-PoJWdh 

9- 1 14 ran. 11-4 tav General MouWar (4tfu. 
1 a 0 1* Muir). Tote: £15.70; £3.50. £230. 
Dual Forecast £80.60. Computer Straight 
Forecast £6320. Tncast £489.78. Trio: 
£223.60. 

PlacepoC £73.90. Quadpot £2230. 

Piece ft £57.60. Plaoe 5; £5140. 


nied McCoy to hospital, was a winners each 
little more optimistic. "He will nowhtre near 
possibly be out for six weeks," age - simply t 
the trainer said. "I’m hoping he then, a fit Me 
will be hack for Cheltenham." ly accelerate ; 

If the Festival is in lhe bal- but if the cha 
ance, the championship may be idle on three 
a different story, which is a mea- portam days oi 
sure of how throughly McCoy ond champior 
dominates the jumping game, onty a xneasur 
despite having arrived in Britain It was a bad 

barely three years ago. Before for other ridei 
yesterday's mishap, McCoy had dismal than lest 
ridden 130 winners, more than was injured - 
twice as many as Adrian Mag- 146 outings bu 
uire, his closest - if thaL is the to their credit - 
word - pursuer with 63. rough with a bi 

Assuming that McCoy's in- which will tab 
jury does repair itself within the heal and Non 
allotted two months, Maguire nursing a bruist 
would need to ride around nine which may sidi 

Challenger Mail 

backs down Roger Marley 

saddle at the aj 

Challenger Du Luc will duck a ing al Hun tin 
confrontation with One Man in He leaves the s 
the Pih ar Chase at Cheltenham usual record ft 
tomorrow and will instead tack- - an unblemisl 
ie the Ladbroke Trophy on the having never br 
same card. The sponsor makes ing a 12-year r 
Challenger Du Luc a 9-4 The jockey, 
chance. Addington Boy heads by his Lmagfnj 
the market at 6-4. explained:"! h 

Plans for Avro Anson, the field yesterday 
favourite for the weekend's decision Iasi nil 
other main bcuiag race, the ing enough win 
Great Yorkshire Chose, are want to get can 
still uncertain. Maurice Cama- er broken anytl 
cho, his trainer, will wait until want to - and I 
today’s deadline before decid- ting enough rid 
ing whether the gelding will run. risk. 

SOUTHWELL 

HYPERION 

1230 Rambo Wartzer 12.50 Kilnamartyra (Hr) 
120 Hoh Majestic 3_55 Gulf Shaadi 225 Sfiema 
Creek 3-30 Fast Spin Ann fiuaii tarr Princess 

GOING: Suuulanl STALLS: inode. DBA W ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ FibnranzkJ surfjee; left-hand sharp, oral eraine. 

■ i Jiurae t: Sm SE of u««n and 5m W oT N^'Vtark. RjVkslonJunc- 
Uanud^ims course. ADMISSION; Club £ I :L Tauer-alb SC (OAF 
members of course'* Damnnd I'hih £ 4 . aceompanied under- IU m 
tree). CAE PARK: Free. 

roio (| R«atn 
wJ | CHANNEL' 

BLINKERED FUST TIME: Truly Bay |J.S5); SwynTonl 
Channer fj.iViY Sharp Command 14.W). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Rambo Walter ( U!. 20 )£ Tm- 
ly Bay 1 1 .55 j wvn here on Friday; Mr Mo riar t y j 1—50) won al Cal- 
U J>-i CHI Saiunby. GLob«TOajTlir.:il won u Ungfidd on Suunb;. 
LONG DISTANCE 8 UNNBBS: QninzU Martin l l has been 
<ent 173 mlk* by D Haydn Jones from Eiall baf. MMCIamonjan. 

1 1 9 o n) NEWARK HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 1} 
1- 1 £3275 added lm 

1 502390 GEMJNE JOHN (4) J tales 4 100 DHmmU 

2 0000-51 RNHOWM3ZBt(7)(CD)DMchcls5100 JHateHMf2 

3 202030- YEOMAN OUVER (77) (CD) B LIcMshon 4 9 13 L Nanba 3 B 

A 3445-30 SUGA HAWK (13) E Alan S 93 SOmmel 

9 640310 - tMX9MNinN{Z7)(C)9)) DH^chjores9Sl33MtBr9 

6 00066-0 BUD0rSFM9U7(7](1S|RW*arm986 OB»1 

7 000050- XASSAUUMA|SQDOBrtnan4&3 LCtanMkU 

B 006006 HUKUD (USA) (4) G Gnqti 5 7 12 8Mena0l(7)5 

9 .0018-6 WHRHUCK QUEST (18) (CO) N Ban 9 7 10 _ Jl CariUa 8 

10 OQQ006 NSSAVOS(14(CD)BMeehaiU710 fQten4B 

11 OOOOO ALANAS BAUAD ( 11 ) B Baufft 4 7 10 J Branldl (7) 6 

-Udedared- 

**wun ae^ic IOcl True ftnftap nosw: HMBtaKOWH 7sr 5ft Nehkk 

!$. 2ft. «ana'5 B (Uteri 7a lib. 

BETTM& 7-4 Rambo UMbar, 3-1 Sopi Hnck, 1W Quud Martin, 7-1 
Yaomar Otar. 8-1 Ocntew Join, tt-1 Kam Atram, 14-1 WMoek QnssL 
15-1 Baddy's Friend, 20-1 Khsams, 25-1 otters 

ir 0 BALDERTON AMATEURS’ HANDICAP 
(taJISS G) (MV I) £2,500 added lm 4f 

1 0044-00 flSTDLS AT DAVW (9) (D) B MedCT 7 12 OAlK J AOm 1 

2 021431- SRA 1 AIC (152) M 4 11 13 IfrAWWIeS 

3 340-520 SEAeOD(T)P)MOai»ren61ia NrKlradXS}! 

4 0000-33 K1NAMARIYRA GBB. (4) J faMB 7 11 0 lkGBoMr7 

5 452300 OMU'SPORrGn.CM)nBLteGto610U-lkJLUM%ii8 

6 060500- MR MORiAJnY (Bl) (CO) S Bwng 6 10 ? _Mn h Honts 4 

7 00000-5 PHAIUNMtqRtaaaAUTOB^JtoCPUaxfcRG 
B 00005 5THKE-AP0SE (M) B Ueud()Ti 7 103.— JRa»B JJotesS 
9 OOOOOO fflBTODBJGWpi)U5VAarfey099-lirGlteMan(5)BV 

-Bdadared- 

BETTWG: E-4 Mr Mortarty. 7-2 Kknanartyra GM, 4-1 Spa Lana, 7-1 Saa 
God, 14-1 PfstoH At Dmii, 15-1 DaBjr Sport 6 bL 25-1 Olliara 

f i onl ANNESLEY UMTTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
*-*** £3200 added Sf 

1 05403-1 BALLARD LADY (23) (CD) J Wsmmffl S 9 0 J Btonlfl (7) 16 

2 5001-00 HAlBSTmnPBumreBSO DRHcCdwS 

3 05406-1 AMT LEKH ( 20 ) (O Cap: ) WKwi 4 B 11 F Morton 10 

4 2255W- HBBHBAR{734}(CD)MraVAca*yTaUJIDMrt«12 

5 20003-2 HOH HAESTCOTPR HT)WTnson46 U-CTra#* ®4 

6 560)00 MP EXPRESS (4) G M Uoane 4 8 11 GBnnteaflUB 

1 030010 LADY SU (4Q (CO) Uss J Oas 6 S 11 IBmM«7 

8 00(2040 LIVE ntOffiCT (13) M javtston 58 11 1 Woofer 2 

9 300503- KANSAS (USA) 0HQ PBArpty48 11 SDnml 

10 406326- MOMS (28) i Baking 6 8 11 „8 taAacr (5) 15 V 

U 000000 IMraHMSnR(7HP)SflBMn%G8U-5DMitas9B 

12 000060- PtAVHAKDl (83) D Mcfcis 4 8 u MnBrenasSB 

13 0404-00 PRHCl’ALBCnr (4) (C) T Enwingon 4 8 11 CAtiarS 

14 524050 SOUM) THETRUMFET M R Speer 5 8 ULOmb McUbmh 8 

15 000500- 50UB&0I DOIMON (HQ) P) Us J0a£ 5811—8 Adam 14 

15 1GQ0UV- N8M!GimBUnSCZ3a)mkUthifeT6B_J<»fcniaE 

-16dsdared- 

BETTMG: 4-1 Hto Hqhstk, 51 Mori*. 7-1 Lba Project, 91 Maraab, B-l 
Nrari^an Batts, 10-1 Lady SSk, Amy Lett, Ballatl lady. Fteymafeer, 
12-1 Italian, 14-Htapaton Star, 15-lSovttMni DwnUn, Prindpal Boy. 

20-1 nbm 


winners each week - which is 
nowhere near his current aver- 
age - simply to calch up. Even 
then, a fit McCoy would sure- 
ly accelerate away once more, 
but if the champion has been 
idle on three of the most im- 
portant days of the season, a sec- 
ond championship would offer 
only a measure of consolation. 

It was a bad day at the office 
for other riders too. The same 
dismal contest in which McCoy 
was injured - the runners had 
146 outings but not a single win 
to their credit - left Simon Bur- 
rough with a broken collar-bone 
which will take three weeks to 
heal and Norman Williamson 
nursing a bruised elbow and shin 
which may sideline him today. 


Marley breaks at last 


Roger Marley retired from the 
saddle at the age of 29 after rid- 
ing at Huntingdon yesterday. 
He leaves the sport with an un- 
usual record for a jump jockey 
- an unblemished medical log, 
having never broken a bone dur- 
ing a 12-year riding career. 

The jockey, nicknamed Bob 
by his imaginative colleagues, 
explained: "1 had a fall at Ling- 
field yesterday and I made my 
decision Iasi night. I am not rid- 
ing enough winners and I didn’t 
want to get carried out. I've nev- 
er broken anything- and didn’t 
want to - and I felt I wasn’t get- 
ting enough rides 10 warrant the 
risk. 


“I would have had only about 
40 rides this season and even 
though I love (he game it comes 
down lo money in the end." 

Marley is to' concentrate on 
his horse-dealing operation. 

Lorcan Wyer, however, has 
committed himself to a return 
to the saddle despite the hor- 
rific jaw and pelvis injuries he 
suffered in a fall at Ain tree in 
November. “After the accident 
I didn’t feel like race-riding and 
1 thought it wouldn’t be the end 
of the world if I never rode in 
a race again," he said yesterday. 
“Bul now I am a lot more pos- 
itive and there is no question 
whatsoever that I will ride." 


Ira ce l NEWARK HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV H) 
J -°°l £3275 added 1m 

1 034-411 GULF SHAADI ( 11 ) (CO) E Afsmn 5 10 3 lo®) S Dnrerw 1 

3 015510 MAJOR MOUSE 04) (CO) VUHagT 9 100 VIWMay3 

3 100254- SEA SPOUSE PR (CD) M anted 89 10 KAdms2 

4 401060- GUSTO DANCER (109) (BI PJ^frer 4 96 A Ctetau 9 

5 30410 RUMfNG GREBt (38) (CQ) D Moftot B 9 2 JQutanS 

6 4010-13 PLEASURE TOOK ft <Q (TO Don EhrasB 8 13 

J0m lUder 7 B 

7 00330-3 SAMDMOOR 0BM (7) (CD) S RBoMnglD813 

SDWCTM5 

8 30040-1 HUY BAY (7) IQ 7 D Bonn 4 8 11 i 6 o) — D Hantaan 4 B 

9 00560-6 GAUGE (20) (TO A Bale)' 6 81- DWrtfit 10 

10 000004 R0USa<USA)f28)Dltaftft5710 IBnftB(T)B 

-10 declared - 

Mmun aegnt 7a 1 G& frue ttartfcy> ik&ie ADussf 7sr 90. 

BETTING: 11-4 measure Trteb, 3-1 &*1 Stead, 4-1 Rare** Green. 153 
Tndy Boy, 8-1 SaxtaxMr Denim, 10-1 SM Spouee, Rdunt 14-lGadft, 
16-1 Gtt*g Dancer, 20-1 Ma(ar Mom 

lO del DANETKORPEMHAANAUCnON MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4£25 added 3YO lm 

1 6 - BJR0QUE5T {96) D MctoBs 9 Q VUe* Grants 4 

2 0454 3 HEVBt GOLF DANCER (21) T J 9 0 D HoSand 3 

3 3400-5 LOVE ME DO (USA) (20) M Wram 9 0 JWeaKrB 

4 PROJEClVHONWHvSO AIMS I 

5 5-2 SUEtMCREatlQTDBanwSO BHentoml 1 

6 0 - KMDOM PEARL PS) M toroern B 9 LChemcfcT 

7 24500- KUSTOM HT >PHE5 (52) S fl Bo—ncB 9--SD Waeg 6 B 

8 644-3 ROCHEA (10) W 8 9 J lyre* (3) 2 

- 8 declared - | 

BETTHft 54 SBeen Greek, 11-4 Lowe Me Da. 5-1 Hewer GcH Denoer, 
8-1 Rodmn. 10-1 PRtfecbtatan, U-l Kustm KBXpree, Ktaptan Peart, 
20-1 Eo rapiee 

lo cel caruon-on-trent HANDICAP (CLASS 
r-°°l D) £4>900 added 3YD 7f 

t 0331-52 ULTRA 80Y (9) P Haaari 9 7 SDnwneS 

2 0015 U DOIfiE Yin (15) T Baron 9 7 PltantaanG 

3 23221-4 lHEWnMD0nEMt(15)nF)R>«*n9red94-F4iidi[3)L 

4 300-111 GLOBETROTTER (Q M Jctoson 9 3 ( 6 e 0 MMeartr? 

5 464K-5 SU'ERCHAlim (15) D fcnofc 9 2 AlaBreaWiS 

G 0140- SHBtZEnO[B9)DOHcnwr9 0 ACHWW2 

7 400034- NEVER 60LF MOVER (29) T J feuffnonfl 9 — DHcDendS 

8 OOO SWYNPORD CHARMER (AqjBDanrfey 710 XCteracfc 6 B 

'Sdectaied- 

MMhun 7a 10b. True nmScap voffo: Suynfoiti Charmer 7a 

BETTTH 6 : 11-8 Ocbetrcttef, 3-lUttra Boy, 9-2 Wyandotte tan, 13-2 So- 
pMCtarmec, 15-1 La Dotoe VMa, 12-1 Barer Goff Mover, 14-1 Shtneb 
to, 20-1 SHyatod Channer 

reQftl (ACKLEY SELUNG STAKES (SERES QtML 
fER) (CLASS G) £3JOOO added 3Y0 7f 

1 0461-45 FASTSPH PO) (CD) T D Baum 94 AQftMt 

2 33040 BAUEBOROUBH BOY (18) T D Baron 8 12~0oon McKema 5 

3 0 LORD HUH EMPBUR ( 11 ) D9teB12 SDWnta »2 

4 0 BBifiM(ll)DMatoy 8 7 G Cater 1 

5 05534 HOH DOWN ( 11 ) A McAuHta 8 7 IQtenBV 

6 0 LOVE OVER GOLD (18) M Ownar 8 7 ORMcCMeS 

-Bdtdared- 

BETUNG: M FaH Spin, 2-1 Hob Derail, S-LBaManatfi Sey.B-lBttM, 
1A-1 Uni H 0 i ftverar, 20-1 Urn For GOH 

A nn BALDERTON AMATEURS' HANDICAP 
^1 (CLASS G) (DTVIj £2^00 added lm4f 

1 3422-15 a WDOft) (CD) DOwman9 120 MnRQaik 8 

2 226IA0- KALMWA (Z7) (TO J Sorer 5 11 13 MrCBomorB 

3 00300 0 STEWS WONDER (3AQ (CD) B Uew4)n 7 11 5 

MrJLUaueflinS V 

A 4210-re 5HARP COMMAIO (TO p BzieS 4 11 S.JWTMeCBrthf 7B 

5 00541-2 RAM3B9 QUEST (14) (C) (Bf3 J L Eyre 5 11 4 

Hss Km Jorae 3 

8 21808 an* (13) D McCain 5 11 1 MrGUfte(B)4 

7 0X0072 QUUiI»tPRDE(7)JBaoanisy51£i7>_JteL(tame 

a OWXW M.IMIp«lMWa«S99_ Mr RQ Green 5 

9 060000- SHEIMNSAR PS R SMcer 5 9 7 HrSAdbertodl 

-9 declared - 

ummunvogitaa ns. True hsntfcap "Ct&t: SraKWisar ^ 4Si 
BETTING: ISA QuOair Pride, M RatadtorQoesL «-l El Mdo, 7-1 Share 
Command, 10-1 Kgtoreata, 14-1 StoAe'a Wander, 20-1 ttya, 33-1 often 


HYPERION 

115 Batyea Boy ISO Montecot 220 Wld West WHd 
Z50 Hate Derringa2SSaaof JknSJSQ Wade Road 

GOING; Gocrt ( Good 10 Firm in home anigla. on hurdles course.!. 

■ Left-hand course. Run-in of 170yd. 

■ Course is SC of lown near B5017. Uooxeter Jtadtin (Ttotjr- 
i^rewc flnel attains course. ADMISSION: Club £5; remainder tree. 
CAR PARK: Free. 


BLINKERED FIRST TIM E: Dec eit The Second (3JB). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: DnnDr (200) A Deceit Hie Sec- 
ond iD-iAi have been sm ] mllen by P RodTord trom Anh. Som- 
crea; Smnlee 1 1.15) St Con n enghTB Pride 1 1-50J aont ICO miles 
by P Hobbs from BUbrook, Sopimsci. 

W Y e I BRAKE FOOD SERVICES HANDICAP 
J - LO l CHASE (CLASS D) £4^960 added 3m 2f 

1 529-231 UJHDGTLLEHEflE) P^(QSEtoSshaH912a_ADoUito 

2 24H-3P1 UUSIHAyEASIMB (41) (C) (TO D Mchobon 11 11 22Riehne0B 

3 25/1-223 COPPER MWE (BTO (TO 0 Stewni 11 13 9 JOdam 

4 4G2-014 D0tmHLTlEWR(3SI(a(nCEe>1QnllliaJFIUay 

5 1-113U1 SAMLS (48) (CO) PltobbsS 11 4 NVHam 

6 3204-11 BAU7EA BOY (49) O 7 11 2 _JA R Tbomtnn (5) 

7 3321-25 RGCTDINGAilDHi(4TO(CTO(BnTRreEr8110ATbmW 

8 22-13UP DGB8I DUN (36) (TO C BmoiG 11 10 10 HBenjr(7) 

9 RI2S2-CG HARRSTOWN LAIN P2) G BatinE 10 10 10 — BRMonB 

ID F 2 - 1 P 22 CHURCH IAW(43) Us L Taytar ID 108 IRaBton 

11 4-2114 1 PCH CARMAN HO TH. (44) P Paten B 100 CMaode 

AGterun lQsf. True harxfeap Loch Gnmam Hotel 8a 12*. 
BEflNTO 1D030 B«ca Bqk M Sendee, 5-1 [ted Mn IM RBetoiy (to- 
dre. 7-1 Itaaintflfc 8-1 Oeerti Lra. HU tower MtoB. 12-1 Hg Bun 
Dm, M-l HraMoen lair. 15-1 Drat M The Mto. 5M Deb toraan Hotel 

ll e-VTI ADDISON OF NEWPORT NOVICE HURDLE 
|1.DU| (CLASS E) £2325 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 22-3133 PRUS5U0«(TOWato6UU ATtaonton 

2 1 »WHKLB»G SPHWG (SS) (TO K Bafcy 6 11 11 — CTOTOqer 

3 441-422 THE CAPIARfS WISH (39) 0 NWtisan S 11 11 — R Mason 

4 Sl-533 BARTONWARD(35)5Bnctete»6115 ADoMte 

5 01-5 BUlZMS1DRMtL7TOCi&nni5115.J9rR1tontiiu(5) 

6 28'-0556 BURWHWffl MHDOY (34) P 0*n 6 11 5 JSdppi# 

7 4640-UR GQA3SFUT (41) B Aeece 7 11 5 TJeti* 

9 4-5 JET HLES (48) Mra J taran 6 11 5 WMeertM 

9 606022 HONiaor(H6(SSUElor8U5 HUM 

10 S/3626-2 SUPREME FLYER (48) K 7 11 5 MrRWiUeyfT) 

11 534W- THE BARGEMAN (NZJ (B23) D HWtotto 911 5— D Fbrtt (TO 

12 50 C0NNAUQHT5 PRDE (100) P HOODS 6110 ^JtWBteeai) 

13 45-3 MADyUfBKAU((BTONTte«ntoye!7U0 — CMrerie 

14 5B-20 WCTOR1ADAY(34) BMrttehonS UP™™, SWyuM 

15 1 SHU GAA (34) OSMMWJ 41012 1 Qatar* 

15 443F TOnUSLOW (42) P DbUmi 4 1 ( 1 6 , i-TBqr 

-ISdNtad- 

BETmEIlr4Motetrt.4-15p«UreStaOftLb2StaBBB t 152Bart«lWal ( 
7-lTha CapteHi WUl 12 -lSmwns flyar, 14*1 fama, lB-lBattagSkm 
25-1 Jel Ftes, Uxtaei3 Wk. Topo(l«», Vietoifa Day, 50-1 Mba? 


Voofi ROGER ASTON NOVICES’ CHASE (CLASS 
~ZJ E) £4,075 added 2m 5f 

1 2254P-6 DUMJR (51) P RoQfM 7 114 BBrara^i 

2 30443 EASY BREEZY (S3) C Mam 711 4 IFMM1 

3 ft/23-32 PS. THE POWER (49) (BF) K BMey 9 11 4 CITOayer 

4 1 - HM OF PRASE (323 0 Shenood 7 11 4 lOsfame 

5 ltt-02 SPWNAKBt (34) N toseue 7 11 4 ATbmtea 

6 41F1-33 WU>WE5TWM)(48)MtaHrinlBit7114 IFTMey 

-Bdedared- 

BOTOTO: 7-4 Mn Of Prafsa. 8-1 (M The Peaiw, 7-2 Sptaeaher, 4-1 WH 
West Wind, 14-1 Easy Brany, 25-1 Draft 

19 cnl JENKWSONS CATERERS HAMMCAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS C) £4350 added 3m Upyds 

1 14340P- SMIHTOO(272) ID) UsJ Plman 9 11 10 GM«m(3) 

2 501-110 HARE DENHMB (4TO (TO (BF) N T-Datee 7 11 7,_..C Iteude 1 

3 510153' SPARXLMG COIE (BG7) 0 Shenreod B 11 7 IQstame 

4 iyD&P4 FAST THOUGHTS (53) DGwtito 10 11 l&yMeHUicKE) 

5 005553- RM0USNPS2)ICa)BtonMp910G NTMtansan I 

6 3-1U654 DBHNG BRBIGE (TO (TO Us S Johraon 7 10 0 _R Johnson 

-Bdeetand- 

BETTKB: lSAHefle Dentng, UOOO SMh Too, 7-2 Sparing Cone, 11-2 I 
Rfanourtd, 7-1 DerrtaB Bridee, 12-1 tact Ttaoghte 


i"Ocl JOHN PARTREM3E CLOTHING HANDICAP 
** T ° I CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m 5f 

1 141F2D uav MOSS (R9 (4960 CEaentn 6120 lOttone 

2 K&m RNBl BOUNTY §56) Cttaoto 11 120 MBenym 

J 1S631F TTE CAUHRE (53) G Bating 9 lDM. BFaotan 

4 0&4F32 SAUK 31 (34) (CTO P Dtaon 10 10 9 Dhtauda 

5 313P-41 TOOSHARP(32)UssHKng)t910 7 JFTHqy 

6 F143S0- POSTMANS PATH (455) (CD) T taster 11 10 5-ATbornton 

7 2135-31 DBTMCTIVE (37) (TO MMhrBon81D0 WMantoo 

B 141-322 RAPJIO LAD (G4) (OT) N TteaMVOaras B ID 0—D Watt 

-8deetoad- 

BETTWe: 3-1 Safer An, M Riior Borarty. 5-1 Tbe Caranroe, 11-2 Too 
Step. T-l Rariach Lad, 8-1 DtatMtaa, Ma(y Mon, 12-1 Poitiireto Path 

foe g] RAM FM NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
I - £2325 2m 

1 1-21 MADE ROAD (48) UB H Krifft 5 11 31 1 FTOtay 

2 2OT-12F LUCIA R3RT5 (3Z) (TO IBF) K tatay 6 11 6. COTtayer 

3 63F3- BOHJOUR (378) C Mare 7 11 5 JRaTOon 

4 OOP DEcmiHE SECOND UTOPRoTOoa5U 5 --SBaowieiB 

5 1/5 DOMMGHW (5TO (BTO 0 Sheraood 7 11 5 I OeJxxno 

6 0 QJR0fACTPCT(72)SErt*3fo*7U5 A Dobbin 

7 4 TSNTARA LODGE (35) K Bad^y 6 11 5 JIThonta 

B 5-50 SCALLV 10CK5 (35) B BajjJi 6 U 0 -G«yU«a 

9 J&U TARRT(51)M(BR ASWa»4 108 .TEJey 

BErma « mot Road, 7-2 DoonlnftEn, 8-1 Inda FortolO-lBon- 
jore, 2D-1 Tutors LndgB, 33-1 &nb(t Pht, Tiny. Bfcl ottere 


sport 


DONCASTER 


The office in question for Per- 
ga! Lynch was the one in which 
the Jockey Cub’s Disciplinary 
Ctmuniuce met to consider his 
ride on Mijason 14 January. He 
was found guilty of causing in- 
terference then? and banned for 
eight days, thereby triggering an 
automatic additional 14-day ban 
tinder the totting-up system. 
Five of the resulting 22 days will 
be deferred until 6 May. 

*T was very disappointed with 
the outcome,” Lynch said, and 
he can at least look forward to 
a visit to America during his en- 
forced holiday. “It was the prize 
for winning die apprentice se- 
ries at Pomefract and I had to 
take it before March, so now 
seems as good a time as any." 


HYPERION 

14)0 Lucky Boa ■ 3. 1 0 Puritan (nb) 

L35 JatKBb SAO Father Sky 

2 j 05 Hand Woven 4J0 Mr Lurpak 

2^5 ALZULU (nap) 

GOING: Good (Good ur Finn on Rose Hilli. 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped course with 1 mile straigte- 

■ Course to E nT wren off ibe AttlH lMl» Jru* ;t & -IV Btti link from Doncvra 

uaJ tuition. ADMISSION: Club Si 1. Graortaand £8; Fiunitv Endosure S.l (imder-lfls 
Jnv jD eodcmunwl. CAR PARR: Five. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: Mrs U Kewlej — 14 winners from 72 
runneragmsasucroaraiJoof I0.49kandakasiuaSl level Make afS-UTS: J PHxGer- 
aM — K> suuKn, 61 runners, IG. I«N, -520.719; D Ntefcofeon — 8 winners. .17 run- 
ners, ai-Ota, -S2.87: 0 Sherwood — 7 winners, 3D runners. 17.9ta, -SIIUM- 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven — 1 1 winners, 7-3 +58.79', L Wyor — 

10 wtnners, -W nd«, IS^.’to, -421. 12:M Dwj«r— 8 winners. frl ndes, l41J%,-4aS.02; 
J BKsvam^i — j winners. 15 rides, :13.34b. +£13.33. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mcsp (\isoreifl 1 1051: Herbert Lodge (2.35). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Alculu ILL3.M von u Kdno on Friday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Lilly The FtHy rj.ittl has been wra 1 W miles by 
Mrs B Warms from Coleme, WUiiJiirn.-. 

I re aR ] SELBY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £2j650 added 2m 110yds 

1 1212 WRIT STAB IBBJ (44) (DKBR IMB S Smrtto MS S Sisti 7 U 10 — RW tatarn n (TO 

2 4P1-453 111 A DREABBt (38) (D) (Mss M E Roaland) M 99 M ftwtand 7119 PIBUfty 

3 Q04525 MOOR HAll UDY Q 9 ) TO S BnxMnse) N BSUsff 6 11 3 ^OTonnoy 

4 160-504 DARK PHOENK WTO (1*3 Pat Bwnanl 0 Brennan 7 It 2 --Sftyan I 

5 000444 SUY MONEY (73) Ms Jean P Comewil EastEAy 6 11 2 £Cs*a 0 m 

6 050PK PAST MASIBt (USA) (37) (Ncfltem BbodtUdi) S 9 10 12 -AStoPtaP) 

7 6260 RARE OOCURANCE (342) IRHHamfl J O'Shea 7 109 Hchaal Braun i 

S 4dOP HORnBBI R41C0N (48) IWs P A H HBiDeyl M W Bas®ty 4 10 4 FltolqiB 

9 QFD UKKYM»(5SfBwHea#nLH)MW£K»tv4 101 — 6 Lee 

10 O-ftf? JARROW (10) IHl 0 i GeOtng) Mn A Na^ncn 6 10 D BFRyn 

- 10 declared - 

tWiwn *e&a: 10 a f/ue tontcap jtsrow 9 a 8X. 

BtrnNG: 3-1 Lucky Bee. 4-1 fm A Dreaer, 5-1 Moor Hal Lady, 6-1 Past Master, WWy Star, 7-1 
SHy Money, 10-1 Dart Rtoeeta, 12-1 Rare Oceuranca, 14-1 Northern FalMe, 20-1 Jarrew 
1B9& no crare^tming manng 

FORM GUIDE 

LUCKY BEA looks me pick of Mick Easterly's par. A mils winner on the Hal last season. 
Lucky Baa would have won at Newcastle bn he second hu rates attempt but to a last- 
Subsequently m a hoi race on the same course the made no show behind Jack- 
6 on Park), Lucky Bea sJmid lavs the more his mark off a fearher weight. Wily Star heeds 
the wOfJits after ran seller wins and faces s stiff test, but the sound e right tor Pm A 
Dreamer, who found the soft against rum last time when trard TO Fen Terrier at Caner- 
ick. Moor Han Lady, outclassed at Kemptonias onve, has a chance if handUng the faster 
ground on her Worcester second to Metstock Moggie, but Past Master looks beatable 
after his third to Out On A Promise here two outings ago. Selection: LUCKY BEA 

prSE T BALBY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 0) £5000 added 2m UDyds 
Penalty Value £3,600 

1 1FU31F GOibEN IBU (Gl (CO) Ml E SNMed T castarby B 11 12 RGorttty 

2 022-112 JAIXB (85) (BF) (Cnren Pig 4 MaOng Svs LuO AYs M Jones G 11 12 Derek TOnw 

3 150- 1F6 BRAZL OR BUST (45) (TO TOTO (Ms C A Watavi P Webber 6 11 6 MARUfiereid 

4 UO-1531 SKUA RUN (B7) fh IN BeU £ Son Uri 1 J OShra 8 11 6 MUart Bremn (5) 

5 302242 BXDGT(FK) 132) (Caput Cormaau^iK Bute ID 110 ALarnach 

-5 dectoed- 

BETTINft 11-10 iatteb, 1X4 GoUm HeBo, 4-1 EbazS Or Bust 7-1 Ertogy, 10-1 Stem Run 
FORMGURTE 

Jsthib did well to beat Strang Promise oh an extended two mfe& at Mariret Rasen i\ 
October. He ttdrrt look erairefy happy over two rales at Cheltenham when beaten by Celi- 
bate last time and today's distance is again on the sharp side to ram. Golden HoHo « 
a s hade suspect in me Jumping department and feU at hempton Iasi week. These fences 
are not as soft and this coup* on lost ground ra mane r»5 mark, even it he was a fortir- 
rale winner here last month I Country Star deponed tour out). BRAZIL OR BUST ft, held 
m ragi ne^TO by Paul Webber. He was far superior to Sigma Run when he beat Slngs- 
by at Warwick ana tne soft gound was a^inst ram at Hurrungjon last time. A ffee-rur- 
ninggekJuiBMiely to be suited by the course. Brad! Or Bust could take the beeungon his 
WariHCk performanoe. Eulogy, second to a tor sort in Super Com at Ludlow and on the 
Rat since, may not be 141 to beating these. Selection: BRAZIL OR BUST 

[o rie l CUSWORTH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3£50 added 
3m HOvds Penalty value £3^53 

1 00-0130 a»Bt BOV QTOIM rME C ute) JCU 1 & 6 114 JtorekBynre 

2 0-14423 HAND WOVOf (10) (BF) IM Ante 4 life J Broaturst) NT-Davles5 U4_CtleMD)in 

3 010-21 SALMON ERS2E (62) (SMnw PBttjw^ N HendBOOT 6 11 4 HARtgreted 

- 4 01-14 GAY£ FAME (37) (BTO dtifl Cltnn) K Baby 6 10 13 GBndtey 

5 2/5-3 ABSOUffLY EQUMAIE (48) If J Sansbunfl M Heston-Ebs G 10 12 Dtotttfw 

6 OW BOOK OF DREAMS (79TO (WsBJ LocfrWUJ (TSiea 9 1022 JUtedGOest 

7 0-3 DANMCUS (48) (Coin RbsrtrooW N Babbage 6 10 12 -VStatteiy 

8 P003-00 DOOGV DANCER (46) ftatewod ImfimauBTi Me L WHcneon 7 10 12 ,L O'Hara 

9 KKKGASHIAL (Us C Bowman} Lbs C tawron S 10 12 WRy 

Iff 6305 NAUnilSTHETWDISTOiDFSftiMrtanwmieiff 12 RGamtty 

11 0 QIC MORE HU’S (49) IR Alnslcnel C Monock 0 10 12 GHogW(3) 

12 SF RUSIEN RADB1 (US) (BF) (Ms Thebre Wto) h Hcffl 5 10 12 M Foster 

13 63-60 SAMMORBLO (48) IMra S A Mafchem) N TnetorHDms 6 10 12 DBrMgWBler 

14 F45342 C00t£ WJL (34) ®F) Msssre B WrfcB and J Prxen D MOrtean 6 Iff MaOwe 

15 06PVTO teUf DC flux (TO Jew*, t PtmI Mn, B Vitos^ 6 U'T RGrem 

16 6066P5 IESP(4Z){Hifehon Sendees) JffShea 6 10 7 — Jlcftad Branoo ( 5 ) V 

17 4 SATCOIMO (63) I&angewood Sales A MartoTtig) M ItfnpKre: 6 10 7 KGbMb 

-17 teetered - 

BETIMft 5-2 Kami Woren. 4-1 Gaya tame, 5-1 Satoioo ftraze, B-l Cette MI, 7-1 Absotady 
Bptaaeie, 10-1 SetooOno, 12 -lDaitecas. Rushan Rakto, 16-1 SanreoralD, ItautteM Ibe TOW, 
Ctever Boy, 20-1 ottere 

FORM GUIDE 

Salmon Breeze has the fast ground form and wants this, tno judged on his Mnnmg per- 
formance ailowcesu*. GAYS FAME, who has yet to race on the. type of surface, looks 
bea From a succesdbJ jumping famrty. Gaye Fame was a dsappoinnng fawunte berand 
Rwer Bay a Exeier after loowng a cracMng prospect when beating Maitouaon at Hum- 
melon. There Is a good chance she wfll sfine on thw ground and the step up m distance 
Is very rnticfl in her torour. Head IMpmn stays and has gone well against decent sorts m 
Agstment. Horbe* and Hying Gunner, and holds Cooie HB on the A 0 stment tom. He 
looks sure 10 J®jre agin, akmg with the ex-Don Eddy trained Absoiutty Equfname. who 
shaped nicely ar Towcester last month. Selection: GAYE FAME 

10 qc I ROSSINGTON MAIN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 
1 ^. 00 } j) £15000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £9,731 

1 112-211 M2UUJ (7) (TO (D BuddeU RtzGeraU 6 11 9 PCadwiy 

2 13 GHHN 6 REBN DeSHIT (69) (P BF) ID G Mereen 0 Shawood 6 11 5 DMfeeki 

3 2/12328 HOBBIT UJDGE (14) (TO Ms Dart Thompson) K Bailey S 11 5 GttadkyB 

A 16-11 HUmCAHE LAM* (43) (D) [Mis F UleUi * 9 Bans) D fWxteon 6 11 5 — Att^tre 

5 11541 WSTB1 RM (34) (D) if) Wfc A Mr W VfiEJ N TMSton-Daves 5 11 5 Clteweayn 

6 251 LE 7EIEU (HO (4$ (TO IMrcteteWtoafci Bob Jones 4 10 7 RGintty 

-Steirel- 

BETTHG: 1341 Atafti, M Henkane lamp, 9-2 tan Bran Desert, 6-1 Mtotor Rto, 8-1 La Teteo, 
12-1 Heriwt LoiBs 

FORM GUIDE 

This » a race not to be mtsed and those who saw ALZULU oral home under a big penal- 
ly « Katsa last Friday ml, Ike me. warn to be on Ammy RBGerakfs charge. Soil improving 
alter mverang earlier form with Good vibes at Hayriock. Atzuki is repared to be a stuffy 
horse who needs plenty of gemng At so that Kelso som will have sharpened ram up all 
the more on Ws MU up ip a Mt at the Supreme Nouns' HurtHe at the Chehenham Fes 
Dial. Green Green Desert was the number one thinker on die Flat and he agam went 
dodgy at Cheltenham after he Utwerer debut wm. This fast ground and course is m he 
favour. Like Atartu, Hurricane Lamp Is a talented ©-bumper horse. Unbeaten from two 
sinrts over hunKes, he give Mb to Nasone at Sandown tasj tone, and rates a big threat 
if he proves as eftBrth* on the fester eound-MsterRm has won three times m the Ww- 
ar iea^re and. Aka Le Tetau after his toro-length win from Desert Mountain at Fakenham, 
stops up m ctess. Herbert Lodge dd better than Green Green Desen when second to 
KaUasn a Cheltenham and was then twice beaten over tonger crips poor to an early de- 
parture owr fences at Mussatounji, Selection: ALZULU 

I? 1 fV| DONCASTER SPONSORSHIP CLUB IfCAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £6^00 added 2m 3f llDytte Penalty Value £4^98 

1 315PM LYfflOfS LOTTO [A3) (D) iDwteffi am J SU10 AMa0*e 

2 2U12FP) M TRUTH (669) lUrs E HateV S GoAn^ 9 11 9 KQste 

3 3022TO- BELL ETAFFBOT (2S9) (KW Belli Son Ud)J<7Sfiea 8 110. Mtehasl Brereao (5) 

4 455322 FUttmH (CAM) (U) (CD) ftff) U taksi N DrUer 8 Iff 13 RGanlttyB 

w 4 (factored- 

B0TW& U« Parttao, 2-1 Bal SWIbey. 5-2 UadeoYi Lotto, 14-1 to rrtdb 
FORM GUIDE 

Fast comes such as tfts place and Musselburgh suit Puritan and he s m with a fine 
chance awn altar three defeats on the trot a Musselburgh. He has won on Town Moor 
three drnes and rims off bottom weight after finding three miles loo far last month si Mus- 
selburgh and then twice beaten with l2st on that course. He was held by a progressive 
a nd ro- farm sort m WayupraU a tonight ago and me abttty is sat there to test UNDENTS 
LOTTO gating life. LmdatTs Lotto e j fan son on he dey and will come on tor last mon- 
thS Cheltenham run behmd Beatson. He win low the ground and the best of his three 
wms last term was at Chepstow whan he won on a bght rain from With impunity. It will 
be dose between them. Befl Sfafflwr has his first start since leaving Grins Broad. He 
was put back over hurdles after hs Huntingdon fal. bul tms wrong bumper and hurdles 
winner is in writ) a snout el trie wegns. In Troth returns from a lengthy layoff and res 
best farm has been shown In softer ground. selection: UNDEVS LOTTO 

rgTffi l SANDALL BEAT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 

| | £ 5 J 3 QQ added 3m PenaHv Value £3^615 

1 0-11322 FATTfit SKY (41) (TO iHenrefli Knrfddi 0 Shereoaf 6 12 0 PMranB 

2 32-1126 GOD SPEED YW (TO (TO W) Wtenpr C Mortoch & ll 5 AteghaB 

3 2P2-F5 THE BOOLEY HOUSE (44) rBjOby Buich-4 Seasons RacmfJ V Scone T 11 1 _0 BtMtoy 

4 044CF3 ROHANS GUN UTO IMS W Monell M Ufloison 10 10 0 -RSopple 

5 0tiaD2 PtASST BOY (34) (Sebas&an DaneerfelO Partrerattpf K Bute 8 10 0 G Tomer 

6 PW34 LORD WCX (423) 0*s S N J Embmca) Mbfi A Eirtnx* 8 Iff ft — J Ryan B 

-6 te ete red - 

MSrmuniw&EjOsz. Tn* fianrfiMD w(hts: Rnnans Gen Sst-HUPtas^r Scy 9a at. Lord Ucfi9stlA. 
BEJTWa e-4 Bod Speed ton. 5-2 Fteher Sky. 5-1 The Beoley Horae. S-l Roeam Sen. 8-1 Ptossy 
Boy, 16-1 Lort Wek 

FORM GUIDE 

Father Shy was tried m blinkers at LuSow (second lo Lord Of The West) and then was 
second to Mustharaaswtg rare. God Speed You looks the favourite on his Mncamon 
and Ludlow wins. He has had mixed fortunes on two return visits to Ludlow - looking a 
ttoade unlucky to be beasen by Asa Oi Pariomem and then tunning out n the stable bend 
r Imperial Vintage* race. LORD VICK has not run to over a year, but he is a winning 
pointer and caichfngrem fresh cored reap a reward. The Boday House was rramly ds- 
appototmgrethOllver Sherwood and ra was beaten a long way mSkngsbyls race at Leices- 
ter last lime. Ronona Glen has won a point and two hurdles on fast &ound. but his trarfl 
lo Gamwin at L«*ser ten days ago may not be good enough wen tor this poor race, 
white Ptasey Boy. unplaced at Wtocamem yesterday, was beaten a long way by Art Prince 
at Unmeter - in which race Ronana Glen fed. Selection: LORD VICK 

IXiril WEAMRBYS STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NH RAT RACE 
| l ”*ll (CLASS H) (STANDARD) £1*500 2m UDyds £1,508 

1 1-0 BADGER'S LANE (34) (Sr G&dtmBirtnniK Bailey 6 11 12 DoaHU 

2 21 MUIRPHKm(TO(MDRxid5Pt:iMcMRBte^51112 PMren 

3 13 PBOTOPire (TO (D) H? B H3U G Jormscn ItouptOT 6 11 12 HAHhgonte 

4 CHASHQ DREAHS (0 Bcctesoni C Gant 6 11 5 GBrafiay 

5 COWeS CROFT Hi 1 Sessions] i 5U5 -...JtSrapte 

5 JACK BOBBO (R rtag^si j RnOaaid 5 11 5 .WDwre 

7 244- MV BUSIER (291] Ms T Hal) Use S KM 5 11 5 ... Altea*e 

8 POLO HUGE (tones Uonoru 0 Shsreood 5 11 5 0ltamas(7) 

9 ooa 900ALt*SEtmrrc3qiDaaarosos»aSGc*i^6U5 KOwte 

ID 2-4 WENTWORTH (USA) (7TO Mas J NMfl G ThDtner 5 11 5 DBridDrater 

U WOOOHOUSELANEINOiairtwtenj NChamoenan5115 Mka C Hatcalta (7) 

12 CaUHANDELMs!ACShda)AHaney5110 ASSntUi 

13 POTTER ABAM (j EhDBed DNChtaon 511 0 R Massey [3) 

14 SEMEN POUR SBIBI Mss tody Eam Ms LUUansanS 110 LfrVn 

15 BRB=SUSPEHCE(A*Hfe»na)RFahey4107 DerekBynw 

16 S GO (Vtoor Otamaer fEouLEj Ud) B Bssanan 4 10 7 HBaMtaran(3) 

17 D*SHOWBURNffheta5)nflca0)TTaE4 ID J 

IB reWL SLK (Us S f aufcial T 88 4 10 2 - a Lee (31 

-IB declared - 

BETnNft 114 MrUapak, 7-2 Prototype, 5-1 My taster, 6-1 Jack Rtibbo, Potter Again, 7-1 Poto 
Ridge, 8-1 WMtonrtb, 1G-1 Cbasliig Drums, CoansTs Croft, Tbs Snow Bnm, 20-1 othere 
FORM GUIDE 

Mr Lmpafr cama home m&t tenths dear of Cherry Dee m a 24-njnrar bumper at New- 
castle. This around « likely to be feaer. but he shaped well on the surface on top debut 
TO Worcester when second to Ultimate Smoothie. The Phardante ^aiding PMo RJdgoand 
tha Montedmar newcomer Jpcfc Rabbo cored also prtae smart. David Wchoteorfs run- 
ners must be respected and POTTER AGAIN takes the eye. She toote the ty pe, b ang by 
terror Jcton tarter Stakes wtflner Brusn Aside. Selection: POTTER AGAIN 
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FA CUP COUNTDOWN: Former Wembley winner plans to make life difficult for Wednesday. Guy Hodgson reports 


Carlisle in 
profit after 
Day's work 



Mervyn Day can recall 
1 plenty about his one 
FA Cup final. Or at 
least the Carlisle Unit- 
ed manager can now 
after his children bought him a 
video of "West Ham United 
versus Fulham in 1975. Until 
then the day was just- a blur. 

At 19. finals were things he 
expected would come along at 
regular intervals. More than 20 
years on. as he prepares his 
players to meet Sheffield 
Wednesday of the Premiership 
in tomorrow’s fourth round, he 
knows better. He sampled 
Wembley barely out of his ado- 
lescence and never got there as 
a player again. 

“Billy Bonds, the captain, 
turned to the lads and said: 
‘Drink the atmosphere, but 
make sure you remember be- 
cause it might come round 
only once in a lifetime.’ With 
the brashness of 19 -year -old 
youth I didn’t. I could re- 
membergetting the medal and 
bursting into tears and that's 
all. 

“My kids bought me a video 
four or five years ago and then 
things started to come back to 
me a little bit. 1 remembered 
AJan Taylor's two goals be- 
cause they were shown over and 
over again on television but the 
rest of the game went by in a 
flash." 

Which is not how you would 
describe Day’s goaJkeeping ca- 
reer. More than 700 matches, 
most of which were played in 
the top two divisions, were tes- 
tament to his longevity with, 
among others. West Ham, Ley- 


ton Orient, Aston Villa and 
Leeds. The last of those games 
was with Carlisle in 1993 before 
he lost the player part of his 
player-coach title and then suc- 
ceeded Mick Wadsworth as 
manager a year ago this week. 

He is in charge of a team with 
a yo-yo record and works with 
a go-go chairman, Michael 
Knighton, whose profile is un- 
precedented outside the Pre- 
miership. Two years ago the 
club were promoted to the 
Second Division, last season 
they were relegated and' this 
time they look poised for ele- 
vation again. One thing you can 
say about Carlisle is that they 
are not boring. 

They hardly could be with 
Knighton around. The ball- 
juggling director of Manches- 
ter United turned Carlisle own- 
er has kept the dub on the map 
with various escapades that 
may or may not have included 
an extra-terrestrial experience. 
But if meeting ET seemed far 
fetched, it was mild compared 
to his prediction that Carlisle, 
then languishing at the bottom 
of the League, would be in the 
Premiership within 10 years. 

“The chairman, quite right- 
ly, has qualified that,” Day 
commented, **by saying that 
was his intention at that time, 
which was before the real in- 
flux of money from the Sky TV 
deal. Now you only have to 
look at someone like Ravanelii, 
who is supposed to be earning 
£42,000 a week. That’s light 
years from what we would call 
the real world of the Third 
Division. 



Mervyn Da* the Carfisfe United manager, believes an upset is possible against Sheffield Wednesday tomorrow 


“Realistically this club has 
the potential to reach the First 
Division in five or six years, 
maybe sooner. Once you are 
there the gap between the Pre- 
miership and the First Division 
is there for all to see. If a club 
like Wolves, who have spent a 
fortune, can’t make the jump 
then you have to say getting into 
the Premiership is difficult." 

But isn’t it equally difficult 
working with someone like 
Knighton? "In some aspects it’s 
a blessing,” he replied. “Last 
year we were relegated and 1 
didn't take any flak because he 
was here. I know I’d only been 


Miracle man quits Mouscron 
to become national coach 


Belgium 


itist when they were beginning 
to believe that miracles might 
happen and that their- dob 
might actually win the Belgian 
League title in their first sea- 
son in the top flight, the flans 
of Excelsior. Mouscron have 
lost the man who was making 
their dreams come true. 

A little dub from an indus- 
trial town near the French bor- 
der, Mouscron have been 
eclipsing the traditional giants 
of Belgian football like An- 
derlecht and Club Bruges all 
season. They lead the First Di- 
vision by four points. It is the 
equivalent of, say, Barnsley 
reaching the Premiership - 
and then threatening to win iL 

This week, though, Mous- 
cron lost their coach, the in- 
spirational Georges Leckens. 
who was appointed national 
team coach following the dis- 
missal of Wil fried van Moer. 

Lee kens, who has in the past 
4 coached Club Bruges, Ander- 
i lecht and Turkey's Trabzon- 
] spor. said: "This is perhaps the 
I most difficult challenge I ever 
! accepted. It will be tough hut 
| I'm full of confidence. 1 hope 
. that wc will gel that national, 
] patriotic feeling back again." 
l One player who will not be 
part of Lcckcns squad for his 
first game in charge, against 
t Northern Ireland in Belfast 
Jon 11 February, is Gflles de 
i Bildc. The Anderlccht striker. 
} who was caught on film punch- 
l ing an opponent in the face 
i during a league game against 
Eendracht Aalst Iasi month, 
1 was this week banned from 
■ playing until the end of March 
, by the country’s football au- 
j ihoriiics.Hc also feces court ac- 
! lion on assault and grievous 
bodily harm charges. 

I De Bilde's victim. Krist 



federation yesterday for what 
it said was “mistreatment and 
abusive practices” which 
prompted the 15 players and 
the coach to defect. It claimed 
Ethiopia’s football establish- 
ment was fiddled with ineffi- 
ciency ami double standards. 

Spain 


around the world 


Porte, suffered a broken eye. 
socket and nose. He still suffere 
from blurred vision and 
headaches, and has to rest for 
at least two more weeks before 
undergoing any further treat- 
ment 


Ethiopia 


Ethiopia’s football federation 
said yesterday it would be 
briefed by the remnants of its 
national squad before deciding 
whether to pull out of the 
African Nations’ Cup following 
the defection to Italy of most 
of the team. 

Sebsebe Haile Marim, a fed- 
eration official, said it had 
been decided to hear first from 
the remaining loyal players 
who were expected to return 
from Italy to Addis Ababa last 
nighL The federation would 
then decide whether to with- 
draw from the cup. 

A total of 16 Ethiopian 
squad members sought politi- 
cal asylum in Italy on Wednes- 
day after slipping their escort 
during a stopover in Rome on 
the way to an African Nations* 
Cup match in Morocco. Yes- 
terday. though, five players ap- 
parently withdrew their 
requests for asylum and asked 
to return to Ethiopia. 

An Addis Ababa newspaper. 
The Monitor, criticised the 


John Thshack’s unhappy spell 
in Spain continues- The Welsh- 
man, who has announced beis 
to leave Deportivo La Coruna 
at the end of the season, now 
feces dub disciplinary action af- 
ter allegedly insulting fens who 
were abusing him tor substi- j 
. luting the Brazilian midfielder, 
Rivaldo, during last Sunday's | 
game against Athletic Bilbao, ■ 
“Although the fens were very j 
nervous, the coach’s attitude j 
cannot be forgiven and must be ; 
criticised,” Deportivo's presi- ( 
dent, Augusio Lendoiro. said. • 
“I addressed the fans with ■ 
words that never should have 
left my mouth.” an apologetic ; 
Toshack said yesterday. 

Turkey i 

Players of ihc Istanbul club, Be- ■ 
sikias. will each be given a j 
house by a wealthy fan if they : 
win the Turkish title this season. - 
“This year we will be champ- • 
ions, 100 per cent. When we are ; 
champions HI give all the foot- .; 
bailers a vifla, - Erdal A?ar, 
told the sport 5 newspaper. Fa- 
natik. Aqar added he had al- . 
ready donated about £600.000 
to the club, “I am ready to do 

everyihiogforBesQcias’ success. - 
In life my son comes first, then 
Besiklas." he said. Besikias 
are fourth in the table with 38 
points, seven points behind 
the leaders. Galatusaray. 

Rupert Metcalf 


in the job a few months, but 
even so it’s unusual that the 
manager doesn’t take his fair 
share of stick. It was all aimed 
al the chairman. 

*T can't have my cake and eat 
it. In the good times, he’s a per- 
sonality, everyone knows 
Michael Knighton because of 
his connections at Manchester 
United, and if he gets the cred- 
it when we do well I can hard- 
ly complain. I have a good 
relationship with him, we both 
know where we stand with each 
other." 

Day is a rarity in being a goal- 
keeper who has become a man- 

Scottish 
clubs seek 
new League 

The chairmen of 15 Scottish 
football dubs yesterday vowed 
to continue to press for a re- 
construction of their league. 
They want a new three division 
set-up. with 16 clubs in the lop 
flight and 12 in each of the oth- 
er two leagues. 

Five Premier Division clubs 
- Dundee United, Motherwell. 
Kilmar nock, Dunfermline and 
Raith -and all 10 First Division 
sides met at Clyde’s Broad- 
wood stadium in Cumbernauld 
to discuss their suggested 
changes. Now they will bring the 
other five Premier dubs and the 
20 in the two lower divisions into 
their discussions. 

However, it is not clear 
whether the top clubs, includ- 
ing Rangers and Celtic, would 
go along with changing the pre- 
sent set-up. Clydebank’s man- 
aging director. Jack Stcedman, 
is behind the moves, which he 
savs are designed to protect 
middle-ranked clubs threat- 
ened with dosure because of fi- 
nancial difficulties. 

Stcedman wants an end to 
the current system of four 
leagues or 10, which was intro- 
duced three seasons ago. “We 
need to do something now, not 
next season or in a couple of 
years.” he said. “There are 
around a dozen clubs in the cur- 
rent Premier and First Divisions 
who are under severe pressure 
at the moment financially." 

Steedman. a former Scot- 
tish League president, is fully 
aware that to instigate change 
in time for next season would 
require a 75 per cent majority 
at an extraordinary general 
meeting. Premier clubs have 
four votes. First Division clubs 
two and the two lower divisions 
one vote each. Inverness Cale- 
donian Thistle and Ross Coun- 
ty do not yet have full voting 
status. 


ager, although his stock answer 
to his credentials is: “It’s about 
man management and motiva- 
tion. If you can coacb you can 
coach, it’s a simple as that." 

As part of his managerial ed- 
ucation he is looking forward 
to pitting his wits against 
Wednesdays David Pleat. “I 
played for David when I was on 
loan at Luton in 1992 and he’s 
a veiy interesting man to work 
for. He's a deep thinker who is 
always looking for new ideas he 
. can incorporate into training. 
Some of his warm-up routines 
I hadn't seen before and I'd 
been in the game 20 years. 


‘‘He’ll have done his home- 
work on us. had us watched a 
couple of times. His attention 
to detail is veiy good. The 
Wednesday players will be ful- 
Iv prepared.” 

* Which, as Day acknowl- 
edges, makes a shock tomorrow 
less likely. “Wednesday, how 
much have they cost, £30rn? T ve 
spent £35.000 in a year while 
we've sold David Reeves to Pre- 
ston, Tony Gallimore to Grims- 
by and Pan! Murray to QPR 
for good fees. We’re well in 
profit. 

“The gap between ourselves 
and Wednesday is enormous. 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


let’s be totally honest You'll 
have heard it all before but we 
need to have an exceptionally 
good day. to be playing at 150 
per cent and they have to be 
below par for us to spring a sur- 
prise. That's not to say it’s not 
going to happen. 

“For my young players it’s a 
chance ro prove they ought to 
be plaving higheT up the 
League while the older ones 
need to be reminded that days 
like this might not come around 
again." 

Dav. a Cup winner at 19 and 
no nearer than a semi-finalist 
after that, is testament to that. 


Hoddle has little to fear 


Italy should now hold few real 
fears for Glenn Hoddle at 
Wembley next month. The Eng- 
land coach flew out of Sicily 
brimming with confidence after 
watching Ccsare Maldini's reign 
stutter into life with a 2-0 friend- 
ly win over Northern Ireland on 
Wednesday, writes Rob King 
from Palermo. 

“This is a team which offers 
minimum guarantees." said an 
unimpressed La Gazetia ddh 
Span newspaper, while Gian- 
franco Zola was more forthright. 

“Let's be honest,” said the 
Chelsea striker, “if Arrigo Sac- 
chi had still been on the bench, 
we would probably have gone 
off to boos and whistles." 

The individual skills of the 
goalscorers, Zola and Alessan- 
dro Del Piero, could not mask 
a communal lack of ideas, the 
sort of sterility which plagued 
the last throes of Sacchi’s reign 
and prompted his replacement 
bv Maldini. 


Hoddle's diplomacy could 
not hide bis optimism before the 
World Cup qualifier at Wemb- 
ley on 12 February. "1 don’t 
know about vulnerability, be- 
cause Lhey were not put under 
as much pressure as hopefully 
we’re going to subject them to.” 
the England coach said. “But 
there were definitely things 
there I saw where we can cause 
them problems.” 

An ordinanr-lonking mid- 
field. an uncertain defence with 
Ciro Ferrara trying out a new 
role as a sweeper, and Amedo 
Carbon i’s jitters in the new 
wing-hack system all offer room 
for exploitation. 

“It was interesting to see the 
way he has changed things.” 
Hoddle said. “It’s early days and 
it was not drastic, but he obvi- 
ously has his own thoughts and. 
although there may be one or 
two changes, 1 think this was 
pretty close to what we might 
see at Wemhlev. 


“It's difficult to judge their 
performance. It’s the first match 
under a new manager and all 
you want in that situation is to 
start with a win. They have got 
that. That was important for 
them, it gives them confidence 
going into the game against us." 

Bryan Hamilton. Northern 
Ireland's manager, said: “Al- 
though it will be a very differ- 
ent game at Wembley. Glenn 
Hoddle will have learned a lot 
from this and will have gone 
away feeling much belter than 
when he landed. 

“We showed how to frustrate 
them defensively, how to limit 
their chances, but 1 also fell that 
we pointed out areas where they 
can be exposed. Glenn will 
have taken a lot from that. 

■‘Considering bow many play- 
ers we were missing. I was de- 
lighted with our performance. 
They are a veiy talented side 
with some wonderful players. 
But wc handled them well." 


Stevenage to take up the cry 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Kidderminster Harriers hold a 
formidable 15-poinileadat the 
lop of the GM Vauxhall Con- 
ference - but second-placed 
Stevenage Borough have five 
games in hand and arc in no 
mood to concede their title m 
the Worcestershire outfit, whom 
they entertain tomorrow in the 
season's most crucial Confer- 
ence game to date. 

The defending champions 
arc expecting their best crowd 
of the season, topping the 4.352 
who turned up to watch Wok- 
ing at Broadhall Way in No- 
vember. although they stress 
that the match is not all-ticket. 
Stevenage warmed up for to- 
morrow's big game with a crush- 
ing 6-1 win over Bath City in 


Monday's FA L'mbro Trophy 
first-round replay, in which 
Corey Browne scored a hat- 
trick. The bandana-clad Niger- 
ian defender Efelobcr Sodjc. 
who has a groin strain, is their 
only injury doubt. 

Kidderminster did not need 
a replay to progress to the sec- 
ond round of the Trophy- they 
thrashed the holders. Maccles- 
field Town. 3-0 at Aggbn rough 
last weekend. The trip to Hert- 
fordshire will hold no fears for 
the Harriers as their away 
record is outstanding: they are 
unbeaten in nine games on the 
road and have not lost away 
since they went to Southport in 
August. The defender Chris 
Brindley returns after suspen- 
sion tomorrow but their captain. 

the midfielder Mark Yates, is 
still banned. 

“1 know Stevenage, despite 


their games in hand, would 
gladly swap places with us.'' 
Graham AJIncr. the Kiddermin- 
ster manager, said last night. 

Aline r agreed that this sea- 
son's title race is more intense 
because, unlike the last three 
seasons, the likely champions 
will be promoted to the Foot- 
ball League. “Now it's for real." 
said All nor. whose team were 
denied promotion in 1994. 
“Now we can actually do it.” 

Dover arc expected to an- 
nounce their new manager uv- 
tlay. in time for tomorrow's trip 
to Stalvbridge Celtic, following 
last weekend's resignation of Joe 
O Sullivan. Gateshead, who do 
not have a fixture tomorrow, 
have named their coach Dave 
Clark as caretaker manager al- 
ter Colin Richardson became 
the second Tyneside manager 
this year to leave his job. 


Indian 
takes his 
chance 
and joint 
lead 

Golf 



Only parallels with 1991 favour Parcells 


Parcells: Likely to take 
up job with New York 
Jets after conflict with 
owner of the Patriots 


For dedicated students of the 
cyclical theory of sporting his- 
tory'. Bill Parcells makes an in- 
triguing case study . The last time 
he was at the Super Bowl, six 
years ago with the New York Gi- 
ants. he was leading the un- 
derdogs into what was widely 
believed to be his Iasi game with 
the club. It is exactly ! he same 
this time. 

Parcells’ probable departure 
from the New- England Patriots, 
after they have played Lhe 
Green Bay Packers on’Sundav. 
has dominated proceedings 
here, just as his imminent di- 
vorce from the Giants - he left 
a couple of months later - did 


in 1991. Ashe did then Parcells 
has attempted, without suc- 
cess, to play down the stray. One 
report suggests that he fias al- 
ready signed for the New York 
Jets. Parcells amply says he will 
review' his position after the Su- 
per Bowl. 

His habit of guiding clubs to 
success, then leaving prema- 
turely has drawn comparisons 
with Kenny Dalglish, but the 
analogy is only partially suc- 
cessful. If Dalglish's reasons for 
moving on have revolved 
around pressure, with Parcells 
the issue is power. He left the 
Giants because of frustration 
with the personnel decisions 


Can Super Bowl history repeat itself? 
Matt Tench reports from New Orleans 


made by the team’s autocratic 
general manager. George 
Young, and seemed to have 
gained the authority he sought 
when he joined the Patriots four 
years ago. But under a new 
owner. Robert Kraft, this ap- 
pears to have been steadily 
eroded, a process emphasised 
by the choice of Terry Glenn, 
the wide receiver Kraft covet- 
ed, as the Patriots' -first pick of 
Iasi year's draft rather than the 
defensive player Parcells pre- 
ferred. 


When Parcells requested 
that a year be taken off his con- 
tract. making 1996 his last sea- 
son. his departure was widely 
predicted, hut as the Pats pro- 
gressed to the Super Bowl so 
the clamour to keep him grew. 
This week, however, it has 
been clear that Parcells and 
Kraft remain at odds over his 
responsibilities - there has also 
been talk of a personal rift - ;md 
it seems almost certain that Pur- 
cells. will return to New York 
where the Jets are thought to 


have promised him complete 
control. 

Known as a players' coach, 
many will miss him. but not 
it seems the most important 
one. Drew Bledsoe, the 
Patriots brilliant young quar- 
terback. has suffered more 
than most from Purcells' 
unforgiving longue, and there 
were detectable signs of relief 
as he reacted to this week's 
stories. 

“I've known throughout the 
last four years that al 
some point in my career Bill is 
going to be gone." Bledsoe 
said. “Sometimes it\ pretty 
enticing.” 


Bledsoe will have to pfev 
at his very hesi for the 
Pats to have any chance, with 
ewn Parcells ucknviwledgina 
Ins side's status. When the 
Packers Mike Holmgren 
claimed himself as "'the 
underdog head couch, because 
of his lack of Super Bowl 
experience. Parcells retorted: 
'l don't know about that. 1 
know whose team is the un- 
derdog." 

Overmatched in just about 
every area, (he ftu riots appear 
l' • have only i me factor in their 
l.ivour. the cyclical theory of his- 
tory. Back in 1991. Parcells 
won. 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from the Gold Coast 

Queensland 

Forget the Ryder Cup. The big 
news on the opening day of the 
new European Tour season was 
a dramatic attempt made ty Ar- 
jun Aiwa! for a place m the In- 
dian Alfred Dunbill Cup team. 

AtfvaL 23, was at home in 

Calcutta watching India beat 
Scotland at St Andrews last Oc- 
tober on television. He was 
first reserve then and was m the 
same position for the Johnnie 
Walker Classic last week when 
jeev Singh declined his invita- 
tion as the Indian representa- 
tive at Hope Island. 

Atwal took his chance to 
shine. A five-under b7 gave him 
a share of the first-round lead, 
with David Carter, of England, 
and die Australians Anthony 
pointer and Steve Conran. Col- 
in Montgomerie shot a 72 as the 
big names, Fred Couples apart, 
fefled to live up to their billing. 

Atwal’s round came with the 
aid of seven birdies and despite 
a double-bogey at the seventh. 
It followed a change of grip and 
help with bis putting from Kel 
Llewellyn, the Australian coach 
of the Indian-raised Swede, 
Daniel Chopra, on Wednesday. 

-‘The reason that India has 
not produced more sports stars 
from 950 milli on people is be- 
cause at school it is impossible 
pien to do sport," Atwal said. 
“They concentrate on the aca- 
demics. In India no one looked 
at golf as something you can 
make money from until re- 
cently. Now there are more 
people beginning to play." 

Atwal protected himself 
a gainst the Queensland sun 
with a cap promoting the hotel 
he is staying in. Clearly, he has 
an eye for a deal. “They said if 
we wore the cap, we could stay 
for free,” he said. The next trick 
is to get someone to pay him to 
attend tournaments. 

The morning starters had an 
advantage as the breeze got up 
later when rounds took up to 
Jive hours. Couples, who won 
this title two years ago, was the 
best of the bunch with a 6S, but 
his fellow American John Daly 
struggled to a 77 after birdies 
at the fust two holes. 

“I played like King Kong on 
the front nine and like shit on 
the back.” was Daly’s less than 
eloquent summation. A hip in- 
jury he picked up three weeks 
ago prevented Daly from prac- 
tising on Wednesday, but he 
added: “The hip was burning a 
little, but it wasn’t bad enough 
to cause me to play this awful” 

Els chipped in at the ninth for 
bis second eagle in a 70, a 
round matched by Nick Faldo, 
who was “good in parts, rusty 
in others". The defending 
champion, Ian Woosnam, strug- 
gled with his driving in a 74, but 
that was the strength of Mont- 
gomerie’s game. It usually is, of 
course, but this was his first tour- 
nament round with his first 
new driver for five years. 

The Scot has moved up to 
Callaway's Great Big Bertha 
after retiring his previous mod- 
el when wanning the Million 
Dollar Challenge in December. 
"That club has won me millions 
ot pounds and it is always a bit 
worrying to switch but I drove 
well," he said. Tbis one may win 
him even more. 

Carter, South African-born 
but Chesterfield-based, did not 
drop a shot as he set a new 
course record. The 24-year-old 
won the Qualifying School in 
1994, but his first official title 
came in December. It was, of 
course, the Indian PGA Cham- 
pionship. 

JOHNNE WALKS? CLASSIC (Hope Island, 
Queenriand) laadkglMMQind scores (G8 
or Irl unless stated}: 67 D Carter. A aim* 
linen, A Ranter tAusJ, S Conran (Aus). 68 S 
Aiher (NZ), f oaupies (US). F Casas (Ptwi. C 
Jr*vs iAusj.R Gibson tCani.M Long (HQ. eg 
0 Chopra <Swe),R Stwens lAual. S Laycotfc 
(Alii). Zhang Usfl-wo (Cti). L Raraor* lAus) 

' Pnce iAusj, P lenarti lAus), D Howell, P E^es! 
m lunnefrfi. s Leaney iAuy, P Senior <Aosi 
TO j Cooper (AujI. J Bans. P Teraxamen <usi. 
OUf<*a , f Mntsta WZ). A Brwsert (Swit). R 
Mw* iNethl. M Carratai iNZ). A Kali' iMan 
>Richanfcnn. E Ba 1SA1. B Daw (Aus). N Fall 

<*>■ J Van * Velde tft). 71 S Ca&, M Wheel- 
house tt®. Mo Joor^uigiskor), G On 
J Sender (Aus), S Tart (Aus). R Green (AusJ 
D Cc4e. S Appleby (Ausl. P Bata, B lane. V 
wtrgr tfljrt. p HamngKm, T Go§efe iGefl, q 
Ghamera (Aw). P Dewnporr (N2). A Sheitkm 
On* Vvung-]u IS Kort. C Montgomerie. S& 
Jo«ed: 72 J Hobson, ft Baxall, R Cheptrar. 
D&artte. A Coital M Mndand, H McFariaw’ 

78 H Ctaydor. R Rafferty. 


TODAY’S 

NUMB ER 

1,500 

The average home gate of 
Hednesford Town, the Vaux- 
hail Conference ade who play 
Middlesbrough at the Pre- 
miership dub's 30.000-ca- 
paerty Riverside stadium in 
the FA Gup fourth round 
tomorrow. 
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Brive’s turn to 
enter Tigers’ den 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Alain Pcnaud and his formida- 
ble Brive side have grown ac- 
customed lo the joys of putting 
British teams to the sword in 
front of howling packed hous- 
es armed with firecrackers, 
smoke flares and enough trum- 
pets. trombones and tubas to kit 
out the Paris Opera. Tomorrow, 
they will know what it is like to 
be on the receiving end. 

it will be a case of Christians 
being thrown to the Tigers, 
rather than the lions. Leicester, 
who face the Frenchmen in the 
final of the Heinekcn European 
Cup at Cardiff Arms Park, will 
lake upwards of 20.000 sup- 
porters with them while Brive 
can rely only on a quarter of IhaL 
Neath, Harlequins and f^rdiff 
have gone bellv-up at the Parc 
Municipal dcs Sports during the 
course of a compelling tourna- 
ment; urged on by the most nois- 
ily passionate crowd in northern 
hemisphere rugby, Brive have 
proved untouchable at home. But 


as Tii dor Thomas, the Leicester 
secretary, said yesterday: “I think 
the Arms Park will kx»k more like 
Wclford Road tomorrow than 
anything you might find in south- 
west France." 

Early indications suggest that 
more titan 40,000 spectators will 
watch the match - a remarkable 
advance on last year’s atten- 
dance of 26,000 at the same sta- 
dium. especially as Cardiff were 
involved on that occasion. With 
live television coverage also 
guaranteed, the showpiece cli- 
max of the meet significant 
club competition held in Europe 
will have the profile it deserves. 

Leicester, who go in as dear 
favourites, have identified the 
Brive forwards. Didier Casadei 
and Gregori Kacala, as the 
main threats. Bob Dwyer, the 
Tigers' coach, has watched the 
Frenchmen closely on video 
and is more wary of their pack 
than any of the Fancy Dun 
brigade outside, even ihoogh 
Pcnaud, David Vendilli, Sc- 
hastien Viars and Phillipc Car- 
bonneau are either current or 
recent Test performers. 


Welsh clubs warned 


Whies' financially stricken senior 
dubs have been warned that 
there can be do repeat of the 
big-spending philosophy which 
has plunged the game into fi- 
nancial crisis. 

The Welsh Rugby Union yes- 
terday began bailing out sever- 
al leading clubs, including 
Swansea. Llanelli and Brid- 
gend, with six-figure loans as 
part of a £1.2m rescue package. 

The WRU treasurer. Glan- 
mor Griffiths, also delivered a 
stern warning intended to put 
a block on Lhe lucrative trans- 
fer market and huge wage bills 
responsible for the current des- 
perate position. 

"Wfe will ask each club lo pro- 
vide us with a business plan," 
Griffiths said. “Within that, we 
will expect that all future ex- 
penditure is matched by in- 
come. It follows that contracts 
for any player would have to be 
covered by the financial re- 
sources of each dub." 

Additionally, the WRU in- 
tends carrying out monthly au- 
dits of clubs’ books, and could 
block future signings if it is not 
satisfied with the financial re- 
sources available. 

Bridgend and their First Di- 
vision rivals, Treorchy. yesterday 
became the latest clubs to 


cancel contracts and release 
players. Bridgend let six go, in- 
cluding the former Wales 
winger" Gwilym Wilkins, while 
Treorchy decided they could no 
longer afford the scrum-half 
Kevin Ellis , having already part- 
ed company with his fellow 
rugby league recruit Rowland 
Phillips. 

Such drastic moves follow 
recent actions by Swansea and 
Llanelli, who both released 
eight squad members. Llanelli 
playere, including their sizeable 
international contingent. ,a]so 
agreed a 10 per-cent pay cut. 

Swansea. Llanelli and Brid- 
gend have received five-year 
loans totalling £550.000 while 
Treorchy have a £70,000 loan. 
Swansea also owe the WRU 
£120.000 after it guaranteed 
Scott Gibbs’ move from St He- 
lens. Additional payments to- 
talling £120.000 have been 
made to Newbridge, Aberavon 
and Abertilleiy. 

"The dubs have been pre- 
pared to lake some very hard 
decisions to put their finandal 
houses in order," Griffiths said. 
“We all have to recognise that 
a professional game can only 
succeed in Wales if it is run pro- 
fessionally in accordance with 
good business principles." 


“At more than 17st, Kacala is 
a rare size for an open-side 
flanker and he appears to be 
central to the Brive forward ef- 
forts," Dwyer said. “Our own 
open side, Neil Back, does not 
boast those dimensions and 
you might anticipate him look- 
ing across to Dean Richards and 
saying, ‘Deano, he's your man.’ 

“But Neil simply doesn’t play 
like a 14st weakling; for my 
money, he plays like a 17-ston- 
er^Jo one in English rugby has 
stronger leg drive in a tackle sit. 
uation and we have no fears that 
he’ll be able to cope." 

Privately, the Tigers are more 
worried about Casadei, a reg- 
ular-sized prop who. neverthe- 
less, has the raw strength and 
mobility to hurt dass opposition 
in all areas of the field. As lan 
Smith, one of Dwyer's col- 
leagues on the Leicester coach- 
ing panel, admitted: “He looks 
a handful. He clears opponents 
out of the way and allows Brive 
to employ {he driving maul 
that strikes me as their most de- 
structive weapon." 

Dwyer concurred: “Quite 
frankly. Brive are a little too 
much like us for me to fed com- 
pletely happy. They arc not a 
classical French side, like 
Toulouse or Agen. Their for- 
wards work much more as a 
unit; all French packs are phys- 
ically strong, but this one is 
much tighter and more togeth- 
er than is often the case. They 
drive a maul as well as Otago 
do in New Zealand and that, be- 
lieve me, is high praise." 

Dwyer confirmed that John 
Liley, the full-back, would go in 
as first-choice goaikicker, with 
his outsidc-half brother, Rob. as 
back-up. LOey cracked twice in 
eight days at the end of last sea- 
son and, to all intents and pur- 
poses, cost his dub a league and 
cup double as a result Tomor- 
row’s confrontation will be a 
major test of nerve. 

As it will be for Rory Un- 
derwood. the record-breaking 
England wing who has struggled 
for a first-team place all season. 
Dwyer gave him a big vote of 
confidence yesterday, saying: 
“We haven't just picked him for 
his big-match experience. He’s 
in because his form has gone 
past Leon Lloyd’s. Rory has 
been an object lesson to us all; 
if you get a kickback, you either 
lay down and die or gel on with 
iL He chose not to die." 

BWWE N Lefcggter. Hntartren FtanpeenCtre 
Ural. CanQR. tano m wfr. S Vtere; G Fabre. 

C Lamasorr. D VenrHa. S Carrs C A Pcnaud 
(cat*), P Csibonneeu; 0 Casadei. L Tram. 

R Crespy, E Aileffet. G Rob. L van dor urv 
dea D Butxpsset. G Kacala. Replacements: 

S Bonnet. R Pa tat. C Heyir ans. T Laijrousse, 

A Rees. E Bart, Y Dome 


One match ban for Tournaire 


The French rugby federation 
president, Bernard Lapasset, 
admitted Franck Tournaire got 
off lightly when the France 
prop was banned for one match 
yesterday for foul play. 

Tournaire was seen on tele- 
vision kicking Ireland's Allen 
Clarke on the head in last Sat- 
urday’s Five Nations match in 
Dublin and now misses the 
match against Wales in Paris on 
15 February. 


Lapasset said: “It’s fair to say 
we were lenient. The discipli- 
nary procedures had not been 
respected." He was unhappy 
with the way the Irish Rugby 
Football Union supplied the 
French with television video 
evidence, rather than citing the 
player officially. He felt Ireland 
should have complained to the 
Five Nations’ Championship 
disciplinary committee. 

Lapasset warned that France 


would not discipline players in 
the future if normal proce- 
dures were not followed, and 
said Tournaire would be al- 
lowed lo continue playing for his 
club, Narbonne. 

In response, the French have 
asked Ireland to view a televi- 
sion video showing foul play by 
the hooker Keith Wood, the 
lock Paddy Johns and the 
scrum-balf NiaU Hogan in last 
Saturday’s match. 
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sport 

Russians 
in sixth 
heaven 

Ice skating 


The British ice dance pair of 
Marika Humphreys and Philip 
Askew slipped one place lo 
14th after the original dance 
section at die European Figure- 
Skating Championships in 
Paris yesterday. 

This left them well adrift of 
the Russian pair of Oksana 
Gritschuk and Yevgeny Platov, 
who built on their lead after the 
compulsory section with a se- 
ries of 5.9 and 6.0 scores in their 
original tango. The Olympic 
and three- times world champ- 
ions had straight 5.9s for the 
composition mark, then 
recorded six perfect 6.0s for 
artistry and three more 5.9s for 
the presentation. It was 
beleived to be the largest num- 
ber of 6.0s awarded at an in- 
ternational championship since 
Jayne TbrvilJe and Christo- 
pher Dean received 12 6.0s for 
their Bolero free dance at the 
19S4 Olympics in Sarajevo. 

Only a major mishap will 
now prevent Gritschuk and 
Platov from winning their sec- 
ond European title in today's 


Swing low: Britain’s Marika Humphreys and Philip Askew In action on the ice in Paris yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


va and Oleg Ovsiannikov. 
Sophie Moniotte and Pascal 
Lavaachy of France are third. 


Farrell eager Law lords it over fleet 

TAK fpi/pnOD Sailing Law expressing a mixture of sur- the young British pairing an 

I w , on iaqt ai CYAMnco prise and exhilaration at the way their crew are becoming a threa 
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Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

A mixture of wounded pride 
and ambition fuelled Great 
Britain as they flew off to Aus- 
tralia this morning to contest the 
World Nines in Townsville, 
Queensland. 

Andy Fhrrell, the captain 
who has been passed fit to trav- 
el after recovering from a thigh 
strain, sees the trip as an op- 
portunity for revenge over New 
Zealand, who whitewashed the 
Lions tourists in a Test series last 
autumn and also won the tour- 
nament last year. 

“No one likes getting beaten 
3-0 in a Tfest series, so everything 
that happens from now on 
against New Zealand is a 
chance to get one back on 
them." Farrell said. 

Great Britain play the Kiwis 
in the fifth of their pool match- 
es next weekend and, with all 
due respect to Tonga. South 
Africa, France and Japan, they 
represent the main barrier on 
the way to the semi-finals. 

“New Zealand were veiy im- 
pressive in the Nines last year, 
but I believe that we are a lot 
stronger this time round,” Far- 
rell added. 

The squad’s coach, Andy 
Gregory, has admitted to see- 
ing the tournament as a possi- 
ble route to the full Test 
coaching job. “Phil Larder is still 
in charge of Great Britain and 
he has given me a lot of help," 
he said. “I'm not looking far be- 


yond trying to have a really good 
season with Salford this year, 
but I would love the opportu- 
nity to coach my country. 

“I have never understood 
players who didn’t want to play 
for Great Britain, and to coach 
your country is the greatest 
honour in coaching." 

That remark merged into a 
slap on the wrist for Bobbie 
Goulding, who withdrew last 
weekend after originally agree- 
ing to come in as a replacement 
for his St Helens team-mate, 
Keiron Cunningham. 

“Bobbie’s agent phoned me 
on Saturday morning to tell me 
that be didn't want to go be- 
cause he had things to son out 
here, which disappointed me," 
Gregory said. “But I don’t want 
to dwell on Bobbie, because we 
are taking a party of players who 
really want to play for Great i 
Britain.” I 

The Lions tour forward, 
Steve MoIIqy, who has been on 
the transfer list at Feather- 
stone since last season, is con- 
sidering staying with the club 
after being offered new terms. 
MoUoy. listed at £100,000, has 
been a target for a number of 
Super League dubs. 

Lee Penny, Warrington’s 
Great Britain Under-21 full- 
back, will miss his team’s start 
to Lhe new season after receiv- 
ing a two-match ban yesterday. 
Penny was placed on report by 
referee Steve Presley for an al- 
leged high tackle during War- 
rington's friendly against 
Salford last Sunday. 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

reports from Key West, Florida 

While the ironing out of niggles, 
frustrations and silly errors oc- 
cupied the minds of the three 
boats in Britain's 1997 Admiral's 
Cup team here yesterday, an- 
other new team was dispatch- 
ing the opposition in perfect 
15-knot racing conditions. 

The Etchells sailor Mike Law 
has picked the winter sunshine 
as an opportunity to move up 
a size to a Mmnm 30. He has 
also picked a strong crew in the 
Olympic bronze medallist, 
Ossie Stewart. Lhe experienced 
lan Tfllett and the American 
Jud Smith. 

They managed only a seventh 
in their opening race, unproved 
to second in the second, and then 
won three straight. They are way 
in front of the 29-boat fleet, with 


Law expressing a mixture of sur- 
prise and exhilaration at the way 
they have taken the experienced 
Americans by storm. 

Down on the Galleon docks 
after two hectic 12-mile races, 
John Mem'cks, helmsman of 
the Mumm 36 Ekadamante, was 
rueing not having the radio vol- 
ume high enough to hear they 
had been recalled for a prema- 
ture start in the first race. His 470 
Olympic silver medal partner. 
Ian Walker, was kicking hims elf 
for making a call which dropped 
them from second to fourth af- 
ter a great start to the second. 

Walker is taking time to ad- 
just to big boats after the im- 
mediacy of dinghies. “In the 470 
you can really feel the boat but 
on these things I feel like I'm sit- 
ting on the jetty looking at in- 
struments. It’s all very different,” 
be said. But competitors with a 
lot more experience are im- 
pressed with the speed at which 


the young British pairing and 
their crew are becoming a threaL 

“They are able to give us a 
race." said Stu Barmatyne, a New 
Zealand member of the top-rat- 
ed Jamieson, who will next week 
have trials in Portugal as a 
helmsman for Lawrie Smith's 
Silk Cut Whitbread entiy. 

Ringing the changes with 
helmsmen is Graham Walker on 
his Corel 45 Indulgence. In the 
fourth and fifth races the 
Frenchman Luc Gelluseau 
swapped roles with Glyn 
Charles, Gelluseau steering as 
Charles called tactics. The 
move, Gelluseau said, was 
mainly to add an extra assess- 
ment to the search for that Ut- 
ile extra speed which the class 
is developing. Gelluseau, how- 
ever, under the rules of the 
Champagne Mumm Admiral’s 
Cup. could not steer the boat in 
the inshore races, where only 
team nationals are eligible. 


back on London streets 


Athletics 


British athletes will have a 
tough fight in this year’s Flora 
London Marathon after the 
entry into the race of three top 
international runners. 

Antonio Pinto of Portugal, a 
former winner, and the twice 
runner-up Steve Moneghetti of 
Australia will be among the 
competitors, while the United 
States' No 1, Jerry Lawson, will 
make his first challenge for the 
London title. They will take on 


a strong British entry compris- 
ing Paul Evans, Eamonn Mar- 
tin, Richard Nerurkax, Gary 
Staines and Peter Whitehead. 

Dave Bedford, the race co- 
ordinator. said: “When we re- 
vealed the strongest British chal- 
lenge in the history of the 
Londoa Marathon, I promised 
it would be no easy ride for the 
likes of Evans and Nemrkar. I 
believe the race is shaping up to 
be highly competitive and po- 
tentially very fast" A total of 
39.250 runners will take to the 
streets of the capital on 13 April. 


Cari Lewis claimed yesterday 
that some countries were stiH de- 
fending drug-tainted athletes. “I 
think there is definitely on effort 
to make the situation better, but 
1 also think everyone has I ocorne 
to the tabic, and there are still 
loopholes that need to be 
closed," Lewis said in New 
Zealand, where he will run a 100 
metres race in Auckland today. 

“There are still countries that 
fight for their athletes, even 
though they know they’ re dirty," 
the nine-times Olympic gold 
medallist said. 
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Hill’s new tyres get seal 
of approval from Berger 


Motor racing 

Damon Hill will be a serious 
Formula One competitor this 
coming season -espedailywith 
his team’s new tyres, one of his 
main rivals. Gerhard Berger, 
predicted yesterday. 

Hill, the reigning world 
champion, had just finished a 
difficult first major test with bis 
new team in Jerez, Spain, when 
his TWR Arrows was hit by 
technical problems. Neverthe- 
les, Berger believes HfilJ can re- 
turn to the top of the podium. 
“ I don't think we have seen Da- 
mon winning a race for the last 
time,’’ he said. “Damon is a veiy 
good racing driver and I am sure 


he will win and be back on the 
front row of the grid again." 

TWR have switched to using 
tyres from the Japanese giants 
Bridgestone, who make their 
Formula One bow this season 
in a £70ra attempt to end Good- 
year’s monopoly. 

Berger fears they could have 
a major impact - Ugier have also 
switched and their driver, Olivi- 
er Fanis , was six seconds faster 
in the wet in Jerez this week than 
Benetton’s Jean AJesi. 

Berger, whose Benetton 
team are sticking to Goodyear, 
said: “I am very worried about 
Bridgestone. There are some 
races, particularly if it’s wet, 
when they will be very strong." 


Price back on title trail 


John-Priee, of Wales, won his 
opening match at the Saga 


eased past a qualifier, Paul Fos- 
***■» in straight sets. 

Price, winner of the tide in 
1990, won the opening two sets 
comfortably, losing just three 
ends in tne process as he 
c kimed the first 7-1 and the sec- 
ond 7-3. 

. Foster, who won the Scottish 
junior singles title on Sunday, 
*as able to build a 6-1 lead af- 
ter just four ends of the third 
s®L However, the 23-year-old 
Scot saw his hopes of extend - 
the match disappear when 
Price recorded a double on the 


fifth end and then added a max- 
imum four on the next to take 
the set 7-6. 

Australia's lan Schuback pro- 
duced a typically gritty perfor- 
mance to beat the former 
Scottish champion, David Pea- 
cock. in straight sets and move 
through to the last 16. 

Schuback. the 1992 winner, 
dominated the opening set. 
winning it 7-2 in six ends, but 
had lo come from behind in the 
next two. 

Peacock saw a 4-0 lead dis- , 
appear in the second as 1 
Schuback hit back to win 7-5. 
The Scot then saw his 6-3 ad- 
vantage in the third eaten into 
by Schuback, who finished with 
a burst of one, one and two to 
take the set 7-6 and the match. 


Basketball 

Dwayne Morton, a former NBA player 
with Golden State Warriors, has sigped 
for the Budweser League club Newcastle 
Es0es and mates his debut away in 
Leicester City Riders tomorrow. • 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Oudxutwir 
Ub£xk Mancheser Gants 03 Owsffir Jas 72. 
7-UP Ttoptqr gunfttrAisb ttcontf lac l*«s- 
«t City Riders 69 Btrrrwtfhaui Bufets 79 
ilaceaer win 1 64-156 afipt&tet; SiwTMd 
ShaiteB7VtairireBefinSfSM»eUw*iiao- 
166 on aesr-ftKel; Cnester jets 87 Thanes VaL 
l£»U»w 37 icnesrer twi ISP-1 7J on a&qpie; 
pared limsdayi. 

NBA: PMadetpftsi 137 Boston 125 fat). Sacra- 
memo 97 Doboc 92: New Jersey 103 San An- 
trrto 95: Oenuer 9 A Vamner Sd; Utah U1 
PTioena 99; Seattle 96 Portend 97. 

BBHards 

Mite Russeti, the world champion, won 
the Gold Flake Open in Hyderabad yes- 
terday, defeating his English rival, Pe- 
ter Gilchrist. 7-3. Russefi recorded 
breaks of 152. 151, 145. 123 and 108, 
while GiJchnsf s best breaks were 151 
and 106. 

CPU) RAKE OPBI (Hyderab a d) Beat Mfito- 
lEnfi) br P Ok*ns (Eng) 7-3. 

I Bonds 

SABA WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Preston) Kngtes first rownfc J Price (WB0 
M P fbner (Sco) 7-1 7-3 7-6: M King (Eng) 
» DConfl (Reptsl tri) 7-6 7-3 ?-'2; W (bcter£ 
(Ere) 6* D Le Merquand (JeO 7-6 4*7 7-2 7- 
3; t Schuback (Aus) W D Peacock (Sco) 7-2 
7-5 7-6. 

Cricket 

John Barclay, the Brigand tour managx 
wfll have special responsibility for de- 
veloping young talent in his duties on 
lhe newly-formed Engand Management 
Advisory Committee. Barclay wfll chair 
thedevetopmentDfexceflencesub-coiTV 
minee. whSe Doug Insole has been ap- 
porroed chairman of lhe International 
d flairs sub-committee. 

TOUR MATCH (FochnSe, Sooth AMcafcZm- 
batwe 260 tor 8 <D Hou&von 22Sno); North 
West 174 for 8, Zbababwe won by 8* Rats. 

Football 

Gaiy Megan, manage of Blackpool, has 
been fined £500 and ordered to pay 
the rose of a FootbaD Assodawr hear- 
ing after being found guilty of miscon- 
duct. Megson was charged with making 
insuftjng remote o officials dutng Btodr- 
pool's Second DMaon game at MUlwsil 
on 30 October. 

lan Storey-Moore, the former Notting- 
ham Forest player; is to return to the 
City Ground as cteef scout. 

Memo retained the US Cip on Wednes- 
day by drawing 0-0 with Peru In 


Pasadena. California. The Mexicans fin- 
ished with seven points, one ahead of 
Denmark, who earlier in the day beat 
the United States 4-1. Peru ended the 
tounamert with tu paints In thW place 
and the Americans finished last after 
losing all three of their matches, 
us CUP (Pasadena, Ca af): United States 1 
(Moom 44) Denmark 4 (P Padersen 18, 26. 45. 
55K Prieto □ Fem 0 rMwto tounamend. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMOTON Rrat DM- 
saoic Oysal palace 6 Swansea Cay 0. 
NAHONWOE FQOTRAii.LEASUE Pw imaged 
Adme Tun IS Pete Cwwa * MUhel. Tim 2S 
Fete Vt/camt* v PMatorouffr; Chester v Car- 
tale. 

AUTO WMDSCKE96 SMEU) Rft-ansn 0 )d 
fbdnra: Tus 28 Jan: Caiftsle v City. Port- 
pooerfc Ttae 28 Jane Burnley v Stockport. 
WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: ta tenta t kw - 
rt MandBas Italy 2 Northern Ireland ft P*m- 
6*1 0 France 2 : brae) 1 Greece 1 - FA Cup 
ttwtt-romd replay: Aston Vffa 3 Notts Corny 
Ol/sron 'Magway to Derby County)- Co ce -Cota 
Cop (&jartar-flnat Stockport 2 ScMhanaxon 2 
(aeataynatV/eansOar). H a Bourtda FootfaeP 
League FM DMrtorc SUM 1 Norwch 2. Scrt- 
BHa Laapre Ffcrt PWriate Ain)r>e 1 Farttch L. 
Secoed DMataK Hentfton 4 <X«en of South 
1 . Third DMatare Imameea CT l Queen's Path 
a Mend*: Cate 1 BBjetn Mmfch 2 . Or 
hbrtens Cup IhM round: Baldoc* 3 TonbndffS 
4: Satatxiy 1 Weymouth 3. ItaBond Lm » w 
F lirt DMrtaac Bradtori Part taenua 2 FanPey 
Cate 3- Federation H mm« T H n rt hnm I na ff re 
LCL Pte Cup thbd nnretfc Crook 1 Bet&v 00 
Tamar? 6 ; Everweod 2 NBrthafcnon 2 Wet Ben- 
wood wen 54 on panV: Munon 2 RTM New 
castle 3- J— w en eastern League Premier 
DMslerc Wooc 2 *« 0 S QCoriestte 2. Horttrens 
Caudles East laa 0 M PreaJdeufs Cap fawtto 
ro u nd: Bngg 4 Ossett Town 2; Se#y 2 Pome- 
tract 4. VAasonteed Kent I eagre Hret DM- 
sfcae Sheppey 1 Hythe 0. tta|tt Sussex 
County Loren Art OhMots Three Bndgas 
<i MrdH {abandoned Sftnhj- VtaWh Ct* Forelh 
retred replay: B*w> Vale 1 AboysSreth 2. Ham 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

NATlOlilMDE FOOTBALL LEASE 
FUST DMSMN 

Steward UU > Wolves (8.0) 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE O? ISLAND Pramte 
DMilotr Bohembns v Finn Harps (7.45): Can- 
daft vUCO (7.451. 

Cricket 

F I S T TE S T MATOfc Nan Zealand v Engand rat 
Eden ppfc. tu&erxfl. 

Rugby League 

Stot CUT CHAUerttCLPThW round: 0e*5 

twiy v was Kit <ani. 

HflEHDLY HATCWS: HertEB v Wantnpre l7Jttr 
Si Helens v Leeds (7301. 

Rugby Union 

SWUEC CUP Stub immt BnaBsu » Nertnage 

(7J5). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Wbrid Indoor CtanmKNps (Pieaonj. 
SNOOKEK Resal Wetfi Itewponj. 

SQUASH: Brest Owrycnsr^a (Marvarega). 



Ice hockey 

MIL Hanford 2 Horida 1 (or): BiifoB 6 Morv 
traal l: Detnx 2 PttMsphe 2 (oft ttt Islanders 
8 Edmoraon 1; Ottawa 1 Boston 4: Toronto 5 
Catosry a MrtangKn 3 W Ranm* 5; Cte- 
B> 3 Vancouver 4 io0: Ananekn 3 New Jersey 
1; Son Jose 7 Us Armies 2. 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN RQUREfSKATINS CHAMPNM- 
SHPS (Parts) be dance (after original 
dance): 1 0 Orttstfiuk and Y Platov (Rus) 1.0, 
2 A Xiytaw and 0 Ovsennikov iTtls) iO: 3 5 
Morions and P Lavanchy (Fr) 3.4; 4 M Arsa&i- 
na and G Peearst (Fr) 3A S 1 Uxacheva and 
I Asrerixoft (Bus) 5J>, 6 < Romanova and I 
Yarosherte (Uki) 80. Brfttate 1A M Humpfseys 
and P Askew (GB) 14.4. 

Rugby Union 

EHBHNO WALES t» tretand A, Pontypridd. 
31 January): M Bach (Swansea), 8 HBJ 
(CareHT). L Davies iCartdn. N Dantes (Urerefc. 
capO, DJaroea (BmtencS.SCoanor (Newport). 
A Moora fft cl imondt. A Lewis iCsntff). B 
WOaros (Naatti), J Davies Meath). V Coop- 
er (Uanl0. P Arnold (Saereee), A Steta 
Waned). O McIntosh (Pontypridd), K Jonas 
[QTuvaieJ. W nrtansm e n te J teams iCardM). 


(QtovVfl ie). R nplnoaei ants; J Ihoetas iCarttff). 
B Kaywaiii (Ebbw Vale). H Harries flteeiqtaB). 
C Wjott fljuneiU. S John (Ltene*.). R Mettyde 
Waned). 



P nug ai M (WSBononei. C Docherty (GHK). 


Skiing 

Germany's Martina Ertf. an Olympic g- 
ant slalom silver medalist, had her World 
Championship hopes ended yesterday 
by a crash in training for a World Cup 
downhfll event in Cortina D'Ampezzo, 
Italy. Ertl. the women's World Clip gi- 
ant slalom champion, injured liga- 
ments in her left knee - the same knee 
that she injured in October, forcing her 
out for a month. 

Squash 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (Manchester) 
FVst round: Wen: SMearfc (Berta) btNFran- 
Mand (Surrey) 6-9 9-2 9-1 90: D Camsron 
(Tori®) H ADames (IMal) 9-6 9-1 9-8; C Tom- 
ftnson (Hem) Bt P foster (Cheshire) 9-1 9-3 9- 
1;J DaMg (Herd) HS Hander lOson) ID-89-4 
LO-B: A Goutfi (Wan bt P Carter (Hera) 94) 
9-4 9-6: J Russell Went) t* A Giant (Kertl 9- 
3 9-2 10-9. Women: C Jackman INorWO bt 
L Parker (Worts) 9-3 9-1 94); C Heettrood 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


(Yorte) bt C Coean (Essert 2-99-7 IDS 9-5: 
F Geares TGIoucrt bt B Diynnst (Worcsi 9-4 
9-0 9-3: J Tranfidd (Yorksl bt C Pass iCambs) 
90 9-1 9-u J Martm (Northumbna) bt S Kerr 
(Sussex) 9-3 9-4 9-1: V Botwrigm I Lancs) bt 
N Cusack (Kent) 9-3 4-9 9-4 9-10 9-7; R 
Macree (Essex) bt K Hargreaves (Mereev) 9-7 
9-4 9-4; S Btind (Kent) bt K Allison (Yorks) 9- 
0 9-3 9-0. 

Sumo 

NEW TEAR GRAM) TDURNAMBfT (Tokyo) 12ffi 
day (of IS): Totatsunada Oroye) twon a tost 4i 
or KotDheppu (5-7); Kontehla (8-4) bt Oka (7- 
5i; Gamu (7-51 IX Mfaypsrto (6-6): Daehi i7- 
5i bt Kotolnaaiina i6-S): Kotow (7-5! tx 
ScvHShena 1 7-5); Tochtaaima (93) H OaiNsho 
(5-7): Yamajo (5-7) bt Wtaagb# (4-8): Tee*. 
(7-5) bt Aoffyarra (5-7): Asanosho (6-6i tn 
Hamano srt ma (5-7): Mrtocumi (5-7) ta Oere- 
EMd 14-8); Asatvyutaks (431 M Tochinoweka 
(2-10): Kyokushuan (6-6) bt Kotordwaka (7- 
5): Htgoroum i-VS) tt Kento (5-Ti; Musuya- 
ma (5-71 bt Takatortta (8-4): AtawsDtma 15-7) 
bt Asanowate (3-9i: Tossnoire" (7 5l bt Ka») 
(43): kktsasrtmaru (U-H bt Tamakasus) 


Around the resorts 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Al-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


6rwiRoi*'™Z 

AUSTRIA 

BrreH 

nmraotert 

F ulpnira 

BULBABIA 

Pamporovo 

CANADA 
Lake Loutee — 


..Maid packed at athude 
...West enow at eS tewte 


.. — Fresh DMder on ZuffatoP 
...Very nerd prtkad; seme te 
...Pnvdery on Stuha 0acwr 


..Upper slopes reasonable 


FRANCE 

tHAte. 

RtetH 

mux 


Souza cTOtUx 

San Caertano^. 
SWITZERLAND 

Vartriar 

raws 

UNITED STATES 


—Dry powdery 9W 
.-Powdserffoomed pcavder 


...Heavy loaer down 
__ WK snow on tear slopes 
..-Heavy on tamer mountain 


—Good dy coverage 
. -Lower runs irmly packed 
...Great from up to bottom 


..Best on htffier slopes 
.-WeO- 0 oomed petBG 


For a lax list of 180+ untied states 

resort codes: BraeJtemMge ....-Ptwdreflwfoed powler 

0990 100 843 Sunday Wraf -WM packed wv 

CNeaOBm Erevraixa3»nrePartnea^.«fATrertorattee3-Cteit>cea? SwvwmaigWBifQtey 


l3-9t:V*atEinotena 112-0) tt vannahte ifl-ai; 
Aksbono (11-1) bt Tatamonann (5-7i; 
Tafcancluna (10-2) tA iviakacMola 15-7). 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (MeRwume) Men's 
abtfie* semi-final: C Moya (Sp) bl M 
CHANG (USl 7-5 8-2 6-4 
Men's doubles tjuertBPflnate J BJWGH and 
PHAARHWS (Nettv UM KNOWLES (Bah) and 
D NESTOR iCani 6-3 13 6-2 2-6 6-3; S 
WREAU tear) and A OWEN lUS) bt N BROAD 
(GB) and P N0RVA L (SA) 33 6-3 6-4 7-5. 
Women's stages seod-final: M Pieree (Fr) 
bt A COETZER (SA) 7-5 s-l: M HINGE (Swrtl 
bt M-J FERNANDEZ (US) 6- 1 6-3. 

Women's doubles semKreahE M MNG6 
(Sum) and N ZVEREVA (Beta) bt G FERNAN- 
DEZ (USi and A SANCHEZ VICAHiO (Spi 6-3 
5-7 6-2. 

Mixed doubles quaiter-flntas: A Koumlki- 
va (Rus) and M Knowles (Bah) « L RATM0ND 
(USi and P GALBRAITH (US) 64 73. 


KXft. 22.1 
100 % 22.1 


100% 19.1 
95% 21.1 
M% 21.1 


100% 2L1 

100 % 21.1 


90% 22.1 
99% 22.1 
95% 22A 


lar Upp F o rec as t 
cm cm 


CO 130 L&ssnovr 
130 1B0 SncMfemBS 


10 60 Ctoudtfima 

5 60 SultymM 

10 45 Ooud&nld 


50 Marketer 


135 165 Quy.tUres 
75 165 Snow Sume, 


85 205 Variable 

100 2EO Unsettieu 

90 240 Vanabte 


100% 2L1 50 160 Ctertne , 

95% 21.1 170 300 Marty surrey 

100% 21.1 50 130 tamamera i 


79% 211 50 120 hnpwemert 
100% 211 30 110 Bn0Her 


95% 15.1 145 ISO Surrey speBs 
85% 211 55 125 Cloudy 

JB*ra»owtt5Bnre* HdtAns. oa» TM345 




Bln 
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Wednesday in Day’s sights 

The Carlisle manager is ready for. 
tomorrow’s FA Cup tie, page 26 


Hingis on the 
verge of Grand 
Slam history 




FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 199 « - ***- * 

Brive encounter 

Leicester gear up for their Heineken 
Cup final meeting, page 27 


Howley 

should 

be fit for 

Wales 

Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWE 7 T 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 

Martina Hingis is just one step 
away, from becoming the 
youngest winner of a Grand 
Slam tournament this century 
after beating Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez in straight sets in the 
Australian Open women's sin- 
gles semi-finals here yesterday. 

But the day's biggest upset be- 
longed to Spain’s Carlos Moya, 
who succeeded where Tim Hen- 
man failed by defeating the 
second seed, Michael Changu to 
clinch a place in the men's final. 

Hingis, at 16 years, three 
months and 26 days on the day 
of the final, could become the 
youngest Grand Slam champion 
since the amateur Lottie Dod 
won the first of her five Wim- 
bledons in 1887 at the age of 15 
years and 10 months. And she 
could become the youngest^rvev 
world No 1 as weu. Monica Se- 
les holds the record - 17 years, 
three months and nine days - but 
Hingis will rise to No 2 whether 
or not she wins tomorrow's finaL 

“I just played an unbelievable 
match," said Hingis after her 
6-1, 6-3 victory. “I wasn't nervous 
at all and 1 played very good ten- 
nis." Hingis had promised to 
play aggressively against the 
14th seed, butshie hardly need- 
ed io. She hovered around (he 
baseline dictating the pace of the 
match for all but a brief period. 

Fernandez, who broke 


Hingis’s serve once in ihe first 
set without holding her owq, 
saved two match points at 5-1 
in the second as Hindis angrily 
questioned a line-caD. Serving 
for the match at 5-2. Hingis al- 
lowed herself to become dis- 
tracted and was broken again. 

‘Fernandez continued to grow 
in confidence bur Hingis 
stepped up a gear, breaking her 
opponent's serve with a fierce 
crosscourt forehand pass to 
wrap up victory in 69 minutes. 

Hingis's opponent in the final 
will be France's Mary Pierce, 
who was at her best against 
South Africa's Amanda Coetzer 
in the other semi-final. Pierce 
beat the 12th seed 7-5, 6-1 and 
said she was hungry to repeat 
her title win of two years ago. 

"Last year if someone had 
told me 1 would be here now, I 
wouldn't have believed them,** 
said Pierce, who took three 
months off the game last year to 
overcome a prolonged slump in 
form and a shoulder injury. “I 
was going through hard rimes." 

Pierce served and passed the 
ball deep into Coetzer's court to 
build up a 5-1 first-set lead, but 
saw Coetzer break her next two 
service games to even the score. 
The South African beat world 
No 1 Steffi Graf in the fourth 
round and Pierce's fans began 
to fear her fragile confidence 
would once again let her down. 
But Pierce held her nerve and 
serve in the next game, before 
breaking Coetzer with a crack- 
ing forehand pass to win the seL 


Moya, the man who beat de- 
fending champion Boris Beck- 
er in the first round, can savour 
the best result of his career, “lo- 
day I did something big, 1 
played in an unbelievable way,” 
he said after his 7-5, 6-2, 64 win. 

Chang has not won a Grand 
Siam title since lifting the 
French Open as a 17-year-old 
in 1989, but has played the most 
consistent tennis of any major 
name in Melbourne. Moya 
seemed unimpressed by 
Chang's reputation, quickly es- 
tablishing his dominance on 
the baseline and coming for- 
ward as Chang’s shots fell short 

“I knew before the match that 
I had to take risks to beat him. 
If you stay on the baseline 
against him you lose," said 
Moya, who has won just two 
Tour titles, both on clay. 

Chang made a third-set chal- 
lenge. building up a 3-1 and 
40-15 lead on his serve, but 
Moya managed to step up his 
game and prevent the match 
dragging out into a fourth set. 

The second men’s semi-final, 
between Pete Sampras and 
Thomas Muster, is today with 
the final on Sunday. 

Britain’s last hope of senior 
success in Melbourne ended 
yesterday when Neil Broad and 
his South African partner Piet 
Norval were beaten 3-6, 6-3, 
64, 7-5 by the seventh seeds Se- 
bastien Lareau of Canada and 
American Alex O'Brien in the 
men's doubles quarter-finals. 

Results, Digest, page 27 



Photograph: Empics 



Martina Hingis moves forward yesterday on her way. to reaching the Australian Open final 

Father with ‘Martinka’ on his mind 


Karol Hmgis reflects on his lot in Kosice, Slovakia, Martina's 
Photograph: Wladimir Moglny/SonntagsZertung 


In contrast to Peter Graf, Ste- 
fano Capriati and Jim Pierce, 
notorious fathers of tennis 
prodigies, the virtually anony- 
mous Karol Hingjs's" involve- 
ment in the sport could be 
described as peripheral. 

The father of the 1 6-year-old 
Martina Hingis, who is one 
match away from becoming the 
youngest winner of a Grand 
Slam singles title in the bistoiy 
of the professional game, earns 
5.100 koruna (£102) per month 
as the caretaker of a tennis club 
in Kosice, the Slovakian city 
where Martina was born. 

Tomorrow, when his mil- 
lionaire daughter competes 
against Mary Pierce in the final 
of the Australian Open. Karol 
Hingis, 45, will follow Martina's 
fortunes via satellite television 
before turning his attention to 
whatever odd jobs need doing 
at the Na Amicce Tennis Club 
where he works. 

Acquaintances, as usual, wifi 
talk to Karol about the far-away 
“Martinka" and discuss among 
themselves any gossip con- 
cerning young “Hingi soya's” 
latest deal - a tennis clothing 


The ambition of Martina Hingis' mother to make her daughter the 
best player in the world led her to leave Martina's father behind in 
Slovakia. John Roberts reports on how the other parent now lives 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. JM-t. Frida* 24 January 


B\ Phi 


Tbnrvlav's Sotaikm 



[P‘ 1 - 1 .' 


amudunaatiB 


IdHUildfcJUUJlIr HMBKJ 



contract with the Italian man- 
ufacturer Sergio Tacchini worth 
up to S12m (£7.5 m) over five 
years - and the new Swiss man 
in her mother’s life. 

“I don't gel any money from 
Martina." Karol Hingis em- 
phasises. “The worsL thing 
about it is that nobody believes 
that I don't get one koruna from 
Martina's earnings." 

Martina's mother. Melanie 
Hingis-Zogg. 40 next month, 
will, as always, be at the court- 
side monitoring her daughter's 
form and fitness. Melanie, once 
good enough to be ranked in the 
Lop 20 in Czechoslovakia, has 
been her daughter's coach since 
the day of the christening, nam- 
ing her Martina after the great 
Navratilova. 

Melanie encouraged her 
daughter to play tennis at the age 
iif three and entered her for tour- 
naments from the ugc of Gvl-. She 
has poured her energy inti » Mar- 
tina. “it* make her one day the 
best player in the world." ’ 

Karol Hingis also played ten- 
nis. He worked as a mechanic 
in th«'se day*; and tlrsi got to 
knmv Melanie, apparently, 
when she missed her hu>> after 
tennis practice on a cold night 
in Komcc. Martina was bom in 
September. 19, sit. When she 
was lour wars olJ. the family 


moved from Kosice to Roznov, 
Melanie's home town, on the 
Czech side of the country. 

The parents divorced two 
years later. ‘'Hie marriage did not 
"function." Karol says. He re- 
turned to Kosice, where he lives 
with his S2-_vcar-oId mother. For 
two years Karol contributed one 
fifth’ of his earnings in child 
maintenance. This stopped when 
Melanie married Andreas. Zogg. 
a Swiss computer salesman. 

Martina was seven years old 
when she was taken to live in 
Trubbach. less than a mile from 
the Swiss border with Liecht- 
enstein. Melanie and Andreas 
Zogg divorced last September, 
although Zogg resides at the 
family's home in Trubbach. 
Melanie has reverted to her 
maiden name. Molitor. 

Karol Hingis has met his 
daughter occasionally when she 
has played inter-club tennis at 
Prostejov. in the Czech Re- 
public. “1 could never be angry 
with Martina." he says. “She is 
still very young and she still can- 
not judge what happened in our 
family. One Jay I would like to 
explain to her how I see the 
whole thing. I think we would 
understand each other verv 
well." 

With regard to his job. he said. 
“The reason whv I’m not work- 


ing as a tennis teacher Is because 
in Kosice no one can afford to 
pay for lessons for the children. 
It is a dream of mine to be able 
to train Martina one day. I 
know that Melanie doesn't want 
that. She thinks that 1 have a bad 
influence on Martinka.” 

According to Melanie's 
friend Mario Wrdmer. a 56- 
year-old Swiss sports journalist, 
she considers that her first hus- 
band lacked self-motivation 
and did noi do enough to help 
his own situation. 

Writing in the weekly maga- 
zine Schwdzt r Ettustriate, Wid- 
mer said that Melanie told him 
that she had “wanted to become 
a mother - ‘just like that, with- 
out having to many’." 

There is little doubt that Mar- 
tina trusts her mother implicitly 
and that the youngsters conduct 
on the court - except for the oc- 
casional petulant racket throw- 
ing - reflects a healthy grooming 
for a demanding profession. 

Far from believing that she 
knows it all. Melanie is eager to 
speak to other coaches and to 
accept their advice. 

Mistakes maybe made along 
the way, hut the signs are that 
both coach and daughter have 
the flexibility to learn from 
them. For example, during the 
Lipton Championships in Flori- 


da last March, Martina said she 
found practice boring. So 
Melanie gave her the choice of 
either going back to school or 
showing the dedication needed 
to be a top player. 

At the same time, Melanie 
has resisted any temptation to 
subject her daughter to weight- 
training or to push her too hard 
in tournaments. Fortunately, 
Martina’s style affords scope for 
success without having to exert 
maximum force on every shot 

Karol Hingis can at least look 
forward to a reunion with his 
daughter at the end of next 
month. She is due to visit her 
home city to play for Switzerland 
against Slovakia in the Fed Cup. 
“T don’t have much furniture,” he 
says, “but l always have my sofa. 
I keep it for Martina, in case she 
wants to come here and sleep." 


Rob Howlers damaged shoul- 
der may be giving cause for con- 
cern, but the Welsh selectors 
were still in high good humour 
yesterday as they named an un- 
changed side for the Five Na- 
tions match With Ireland at the 
Arms Park tomorrow week - 
the first time in 11 mternanooals 
that they have felt able to stick 

to their guns. 

Howley fell awkwardly dur- 
ing training two days ago. How- 
ever. Dr Roger Evans, the 
national squad’s resident bumps 
and bruises man, expected the 
scrum-half to face the Irish af- 
ter a course of physiotherapy. 
It is something of a departure 
that the Welshmen are now con- 
sulting a medical doctor rather 
than a bereavement counsellor, 
but the victory over Scotland at 
Murrayfield last weekend has 
worked wonders for morale. 

Arwel Thomas, the diminu- 
tive outside-half who tied the 
Scots in knots in Edinburgh, em- 
bodied the new mood by 
promising the Irish they would 
barely recognise him as the 
fragile bag of nerves who fell 
apart in Dublin a year ago. “I’m 
a little bit older and wiser now," 
said Thomas, who might have 
added he was also considerably 
heavier, thanks to an intensive 
weights programme. 

“I took a big knock early oil 
in Iasi year's game and while 
there was nothing illegal about 
it, { wasn’t really aware of what 
was going on around me. But I 
know now I’m capable of han- 
dling those hits if anything like 
that happens again. Fm up to 
1 1st 21b and feel confident loan 
cope when it comes to the physr 
icai side. Tm more streetwise." 

Which is precisely the qual- 
ity Kevin Bowring, the nation- 
al coach, wants to see more of 
from Ins side. “ Ireland wtUpro- 
vide tough opposition and well 
need considerable improver 
ments in key areas if we are to 
beat them for the first time in 
Cardiff in 14 years,” he said af- 
ter confirming the line-up. 

“Eveiy position has been scru- 
tinised and we fee] our control 
of the ball in contact situations 
will have to be better against the 
Irish. We want to break the 
stranglehold they have on us 
here and make the Arms Park 
a foitress once again, but we 
need to show them respect." 

WALES (v Ireland, Rw Nations' Cbampi- 
umhfe Cardflf, 1 FWmrery): N Jtatffas /Port- 
rypmJtf): 1 Evans rUanefli), A Batsman 
(ftctvnond), S Gibbs {Swansea). 0 Thomas 
iBrtdgetrf); AThomaa (Swansea). R Hawley 

(Cardiff); C Loader (Swansea), J Humphreys 
(Cantu, capo, D Young (Cantfl). G Uowefyn 
(Harfequinsi, M Rowtejr (Pontypridd!. S 
WHNams (Neath). S Quwnafl (Klcftmond), C 
Chawte (Swansea). (tapteBomeotR I Dwles 
(Canfiffl. P John (Pontypridd), C Qubmi Wch- 
mond). 0 Janos i Cardiff). L Mnstoa (CBRfiffl. 
8 Jenkins (Swansea). 
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hulju taBBBPHiaairB 


Sohvn »ill find a nieumt (\io- 
ivtird phrase redding around 
the perimeter. 

ACROSS 

7 A garden I deMroyed to 
reach sewage system i.S) 

9 Frenchman in fuel windfe IM 
III Composer I wager will cir- 
eumvetu opening of Ring (51 

1 1 Unable io give up'.’ Said 
more about iu sw allowing 
cocaine IS) 

12 Delia's crepe too mushy for 
sop hi*. Mcaied equipment 
(5.91 

J5 Bird, one coming in wearing 
a shade of red lb) 
lb It draws in small new sup- 
porter, a child (fit 
IS This variety is prcsum.ibh 
n»*t confined in Jerusalem 
(5. u ) 

Fool interrupting excited 

choir of birds IS) 


22 Male in US stale missing 
first college tests (5 ) 

24 Working mitialK beside se- 
nior metalworker (f») 

25 Making a score at cricket, 
not goitinecauchl? (2.3.3) 

nows 

1 One girl in dramatic organi- 
sation is an annoyance it*) 

2 Hiilfdax resort in’ a scenic 
cmironment (4) 

3 Particular film shown in Irish 
parliament fn) 

4 Hisiorical period turned up 
dead exclamation (4) 

5 This chappy is mad with love 
for one? He'* just mad 1 10) ' 

u church absorbed hi 

individual of an hisiurical 
peril »d (h) 

• s Wind that * opposing traffic? 

( o, 

I. - * Uncertain description of 
Iclepat hr between twin*? 

1 2.3.51 


Arsenal deny approach 
for ‘interested’ Signori 


Football 


i 


14 Conscious about masculine 
_ feelings (9) 

1“ Removes and destrovs dotes 
1 5.3 ) 

15 Overindulges in good sew 
romps? I should leave! jo) 

l y Priest's unfinished journal 
includes hall of it |M 

-I *2 "k* 1 U P^ 1 or what? (4> 

2? You'll «.*e this chap when 
there's beer about t-i) 


NICK DUXBURY 

Giuseppe Signori yesterday sig- 
nalled his willingness to join the 
Italian expats in England by 
claiming that four P^rcrmcrship 
clubs have made attempts to 
lure him from Luzio with offers 
of up to £2m a year. 

“Arsenal and Newcastle have 
made the best offer*; hut I can’t 
deny that Manchester United 
and Chelsea have also made ad- 
vances." Signori told the news- 
paper. Corrierc della Span 
"They offered me a contract of 
fixe billion lire a year [£2mj. It's 
a mind-boggling amount." 

Arsenal slmngly denied any 
approach. “There is no truth in 
it." press officer. Clare Tom- 
linson. said. ’'There have hcen 
no approaches from us to either 
the player or Lazio,” 

Arsene Wenger, the Gunners 
manager, said wearily: “Even 
day there is a new name, but ail 
the time it Ls just speculation." 


Signori, who was joint top 
scorer in SericA last season with 
24 goals, earns £770.0n0-a-ycar 
and is tied to Lazio until 2000. 
“I signed a contract and I want 
to respect it.” he said. “Bui if ] 
were lo go. it would be a good 
deal fur Lazio.” 

The last time Lazio tried to 
sell him - to Parma IS months 
ago - thousands of fans protest* 
cd and the deal was shelved. 

West Ham United have told 
ex-bookmaker Michael Tabor 
dial his offer of a cash injection 
is being considered along with 
“several other options”. 

The Barbados-bused mil- 
lionaire has £30m available but 
claims that he is being ignored. 
A statement from Tabor’s 
lawyers said that “West Ham 
clearly needs immediate cash. 
Michael Tabor has that and is 
at a loss to understand why the 
board continue to ignore him 
while the club continues its de- 
scent into the First Division”. 

However. Peter Stnrrie. the 
West Ham managing director. 


said: "It is not true that Mr Ta- 
bor has been ignored. The 
hoard are considering what his 
representative had to say. along 
with several other options. 
These matters take lime." 

Hammers are active in the 
transfer market, having joined 
the hum for Stoke 's 21-goa] 
striker, Mike Sheron, and sold 
the defender Kenny Brown to 
Birmingham for £75.000. 
Sheron's fate could be settled 
by Chelsea accepting Stokes 
£500.000 bid for replacement 
striker Mark Stein. 

Peterborough United knows 
benefactor when they sec one 
and yesterday they installed 
the millionaire Peter Boizot as 
their new president. 

The 67-year-old locally-born 
businessman, once a chorister 
at Peterborough Cathedral and 
founder of the Pizza Express 
chain, said his involvement 
would “allow everyone to con- 
centrate on the business of 
winning matches". Food for 
thought at Upton Park. 
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APD MERCURY 
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Kc T >yur phone. kerp your number, keep your line, In &«. iH you 
mho-jo with Mercury SnurtCiU k brCvcw 2 ft- WX. off BT* baric ntc 
on all international economy tali» of live minute* am. FtmCiII 
0500 500 3 M and i»c'(l jpw you rbe figure* (or your home phone bill. 

Mercury SmartCall. 

You don’t have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 
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